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Message From The Council of GovernorsMessage From The Council of GovernorsMessage From The Council of Governors

We extend our sincere appreciation to this year’s State Convention Committee Chairs, PCCs Al Olizi and
Dayl Baile and the dedicated committee members PCC Mike Pacala, PDGs Dennis Brubaker, Jim
Dougherty, and Armando Guerra whose commitment and countless hours of preparation have made this
event possible. Their leadership reflects the very best of Lionism—collaboration, service, and excellence. 

As a Council, we are deeply grateful to our state committees and Lions across New Jersey for their
unwavering dedication throughout the year. Your service continues to make a meaningful impact in
communities across our state. We also wish to acknowledge the many individuals whose dedication
supports the strength and structure of our organization. A special note of appreciation goes to the
Convention Book Committee IPDG Rogel Bautista and Lion Lou Lambe, PID Jeff Gans, and countless
others, whose efforts brought this publication to life. While the book may look a bit “different” this year,
the heart of it remains unchanged—capturing the spirit of our service, the strength of our fellowship, and
the impact of Lions across our state.

We extend heartfelt thanks to our MD16 State Office Manager, Lion Kartika Gupta, whose
professionalism, dedication, and tireless efforts provide the foundation that keeps our organization
running smoothly. Her attention to detail, responsiveness, and unwavering commitment ensures that all
we do is carried out with efficiency, consistency, and care, supporting our Lions and leadership every
step of the way. We also extend our sincere appreciation to our State Office Advisor, PCC Dawn
Kosobucki, for her steadfast support of both the State Office and the Council of Governors. Her
knowledge, guidance, and thoughtful counsel have been invaluable, providing clarity, continuity, and
strength in our work throughout the year.

While at the convention, we encourage you to take full advantage of all that is offered—visit the exhibits,
attend seminars, and engage with fellow Lions. Participate in our service initiatives and activities that
reflect our shared mission to serve. Most importantly, take what you learn and experience back to your
clubs, continuing the cycle of leadership, service, and impact.

We extend our very best wishes to the incoming Council of 2026–2027 as they prepare to lead with
vision, strength, and continued dedication to our mission.

2025-2026 Council of Governors

The 2025–2026 Council of Governors welcome you to
the New Jersey Lions Multiple District 16 Annual State
Convention. It is truly a privilege to gather together in
service, fellowship, and shared purpose. 

We are honored to welcome Second International Vice
President Dr. Manoj Shah and his wife, Lion Jayna from
Nairobi, Kenya. Vice President Shah is a lifelong Lion
whose extraordinary humanitarian leadership has
advanced global service through Lions Clubs
International and LCIF, impacting countless lives across
Africa and beyond. His dedication to expanding Lions

mission—through sight, health care, and community development initiatives—embodies the very heart
of Lionism and our commitment to serving those most in need.
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A passionate advocate for leadership development, Vice President Shah has served as faculty at several
International Lions Leadership Institutes and facilitated leadership workshops across Africa and Asia. He is a
certified LCIP Trainer for Lions International and has led the District Governors Elect seminar as a group leader
multiple time.

Vice President Shah's philanthropic endeavors have left an indelible mark on the community. He played a
pivotal role in establishing Lions Service Centers in Kenya, including the Lions Renal Unit, Lions Dental Center,
and Lions Hearing Center. Notably, he spearheaded the establishment of the first Lions Eye Bank in Kenya and
serves as Vice Chairman of the Board of Management of the Lions SightFirst Eye Hospital in Nairobi.
Additionally, he has been instrumental in establishing the first two Lions Comprehensive Diabetic Care Centers
in Kenya.

Vice President Shah has received numerous accolades, including the "Elder of the Burning Spear" (EBS) Award
by the President of the Republic of Kenya for his role in Nation Building, “Ambassador of Goodwill Award” by
Lions International, and the prestigious "Commander to the Venerable order of St. John Medal" (CStJ) from Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II for Community Engagement and conferred with an Honorary Doctorate in
Humanities. His achievements have been highlighted in his published biography titled “One in A Million.”

In addition to his Lion activities, he is active in numerous professional and community organizations. He is
currently the Chairman of the M.P. Shah Hospital, Chairman of the Automobile Association of Kenya Road Safety
Council, Member of the Priory Council of St. John, Trustee of the Kilimanjaro Blind Trust, Board Member of
Special Olympics Kenya and an active member of the Visa Oshwal Community. At National Level he has also
served as the Chairperson of The National Transport and Road Safety Authority of Kenya. (NTSA)

Vice President Shah is married to Jayna, an equally dedicated member of Lions Club Nairobi Greater and are
both Progressive Melvin Jones Fellows. They are proud parents to two daughters; Dr. Priyum and Lion Dr. Soyum
who is a resolute Lion leader and Progressive 7 Diamond Melvin Jones Fellow and proud grandparents to two
granddaughters.

Dr. Manoj Shah of Nairobi, Kenya was elected to serve as second vice president of
Lions International at the association's 107th international convention held in
Orlando, Florida in July 2025.

Vice President Shah is a successful businessman with interests in the Automobile,
Property, Hospitality and Finance sectors.

A Charter member of the Nairobi Greater Lions Club since 1988, Vice President
Shah has held many offices within the association at Club, District and
International levels. He has served as a Constitutional Area Leader of the Global
Action Team – Africa and was Chairman of the Africa Lions Steering Committee
which led to Africa being recognized as a separate Constitutional Area. He also
served as a Trustee of the Lions Clubs International Foundation and is a
Humanitarian Partner and Major Lead Gift Donor.

A warm welcome to this year’s special guests
International Second Vice President Dr. Manoj Shah and Lion Jayna Shah
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Agenda (Business Sessions & Breakfast)
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INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS FROM NEW JERSEY 

Maxson P. Strub ■
 

Stanley Grossman ■
 

Wayland P. Cramer 

Benjamin F. Jones ■
 

John S. Swantek ■
 

Harold P. Nutter 

Robert W. Moore 

Gordon R. Post 

Melvyn K. Bray 

Herbert L. Birum, Jr. 

Harold P. Nutter 

Jeffrey R. Gans 

Charles H. Wiemer 

William F. McCormick ■
 

■ ■

■

■

■

■

Camden
 

Springfield
 

Warren Twp.
 

Newark
 

Camden
 

West Milford
 

Pemberton Twp.
 

Denville
 

Toms River
 

Hopewell Valley
 

Camden
 

Camden
 

Fair Lawn
 

Lindenwold
 

Director(1921-24) 

Director(1966-68) 

Director(1999-01) 

President(1925-26) 

Director(1980-82) 

Director(2005-07) 

Director(1943-45,1946-48) Director(1957-59) 

Director(1985-87) 

Director(2015-17) 

President(1951-52) 
Director (1943-45, 1946-48) 

Director(1962-64) 

Director(1993-95) 

Director(2021-23) 
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Cabinet Officers, District N

SuzAnne deRussy Pacala
District Governor

West Milford

Barbara Corsaro

West Milford
Immediate Past District Governor

Mike Moyer
1st Vice District Governor

Belvidere

Pratap Jayakar
2nd Vice District Governor

Parsippany

Matt Povinelli
Cabinet Secretary

Ridgefield

John Pinkus
Cabinet Treasurer

Wallington
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District Parliamentarian                      Enrique Maseda                          Elizabeth Cubanos
District Chaplain                                    Rogel Bautista, IPDG                 Somerville Metro
                                                                     Peter Twill                                     Summit

Region Chairperson (East)                   Edward Shaffery, Jr.                  Springfield
    Zone Chairperson (E1)                      Peter DeSarno                             New Providence
    Zone Chairperson (E2)                      Julie Andrade                              Elizabeth Portuguese
    Zone Chairperson (E3)                      Diomedes Vargas                        NJ Multicultural
                                                         
Region Chairperson (North)                Theresa Domider                       Somerville Metro
    Zone Chairperson (N1)                      Quinn Murray                             Somerville Metro
    Zone Chairperson (N2)                      Meriam Canares                        Somerville Metro
    Zone Chairperson (N3)                      Pratibha Nichakawade            Menlo Park

Region Chairperson (South)                Allan Bowne                                Sayreville
    Zone Chairperson (S1)                      Gina Grillo                                    Metuchen
    Zone Chairperson (S2)                      Subbu Dharmarajan                  New Jersey Artists
    Zone Chairperson (S3)                      Ratnesh Bhadauria                    Old Bridge Visionary
 
Region Chairperson (West)                  Rohit Gupta                                 Somerset Franklin
    Zone Chairperson (W1)                     Ed Clementson                           Hopewell Valley
    Zone Chairperson (W2)                     Sona Soni                                     Princeton
    Zone Chairperson (W3)                     Joyce Mehta                               South Brunswick

GLT Coordinator                                     Dawn Marie Kosobucki, PCC  Sayreville
GMT Coordinator                                   Rachna Sharma, PRC                West Windsor Twp.
GST Coordinator                                    Varsha Naik, PDG                       Menlo Park
GET Coordinator                                    Mahesh Chitnis, PCC                Edison Visionary
LCIF Coordinator                                    Subarna Sahni, VDG                 Princeton

Peter Twill
Cabinet Secretary

Summit

Patricia Nielsen
Cabinet Treasurer

Hightstown-East Windsor

Cabinet Officers, District J

Rogel P. Bautista

Somerville Metro
Immediate PastDistrict Governor

Subarna Sahni
1st Vice District Governor

Princeton

Reinero Fonseca
2nd Vice District Governor

Elizabeth Cubanos

District Governor
Summit

John JD Schweska
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Sarah Deak
District Governor

Hammonton

Terry Rosiak

West Berlin
Immediate PastDistrict Governor

Jeff Iapicco
1st Vice District Governor

Middletown

Kazi Islam
2nd Vice District Governor
Atlantic City Bangladesh

PDG Donna Freidel
Cabinet Secretary
Clayton Glassboro

Bill Phillips
Cabinet Treasurer

Eatontown

Cabinet Officers, District L
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Guiding The Pride
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Guiding The Pride Continued
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Guiding The Pride Continued
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Reflecting on the Legacy of MD-16 
State Committees

82-83 Ian Jay Gura 
83-84 George F. Martin
84-85 Michael Orecchio
85-86 Dr. Stanton Deitch
86-87 John A. Fratto, Esq
87-88 Richard S. Kain 
88-89 Dr. Stanton Deitch
89-90 Donald J. McAteer
90-91 Dr. Stanton Deitch

■

■

■

■ 

■

■

■

■ 

53-61  Arthur Smith
61-67 Albert C. McCracken

00-01 Lionel "Lee"Crossman 
01-04 Stephen E. Naples, Sr.
04-07 Mary Devon O'Brien 
07-10 Melvyn "Mel" K. Bray 

91-92 Charles H.Wiemer Sr
92-93 Richard S.Kain 
93-94 Dr. Stanton Deitch
94-95 Richard S.Kain 
95-97 Dr. Stanton Deitch
97-98 Richard S.Kain 
98-99 Dr. Stanton Deitch
99-00 Charles G. Thorne 
00-01 Dr. Stanton Deitch

State Secretaries
67-69 Robert Elwood
69-70 Donald P. Myers

■

■

State Advisors
10-13 Elspeth C. Moore 
13-14 Mary Devon O'Brien
14-17 Elspeth C. Moore 
17-18 Winster D. Ceballos

23-24 John L. Romano "Jack" 
State OfficeCoordinators

 24-25 Karen Ressler

State Auditors
03-14 Daniel Frisch, CPA
14-19 Carl Spellman, CPA

19-23 Merilyn Heller Ayers
23-24 Robert W. DeLambily

24-25 Diane Andrade 
25-26 Outsourced

61-62 Walter P. Berkowitz
62-63 Herbert L. Birum,Jr
63-64 Vincent P. Lacity
64-65 John Edwards
65-66 David Pavlosky 
66-67 Samuel Voltaggio
67-68 Edwin O Lewis 
68-69 Samuel Voltaggio 
69-70 Burton C. Houser,Jr 
70-71 Michael Orecchio 
71-72 Mortimer E Joans 

State Constitution & By-Laws Chairs
72-73 Theodore L. VanWinkle
73-74 Irving R. Venokur
74-75 Michael Orecchio
75-76 Martin F. Mains
76-77 Mortimer Jonas
77-78 David Pavlosky
78-79 Neal Boroelli
79-80 David Pavlovsky
80-81 John Dennis Young 
81-87 Harry Steigleman
87-89 Charles H. Wiemer

89-90 Russell E. Vail 
90-91 Charles H. Wiemer
91-93 Harry Steigelman 
93-94 Jeffrey R. Gans, Esq
94-03 Charles H. Wiemer
03-06 Robert W. Moore 
06-18 Charles H. Wiemer
18-21 Dr. Robert W. Moore
21-25 Karen Ressler
25-26 Bradford R. Day

89-91 Joel S.Ziegler, Esq
91-92 Roger K. Bently III, Esq■
92-93 Charles H. Wiemer     ■
93-97 Roger K. Bently III, Esq■

72-73 I.V. DiMartino, Esq
84-86 John George
86-87 Joel S. Ziegler, Esq
87-89 Sam Mangnes 

■

■ 

■ 

97-98 Jeffrey R. Gans, Esq 
98-99 Roger K. Bently, III Esq ■
99-21 Jeffrey R. Gans, Esq 
21-26 Albert Olizi, Esq

State Legal Chairs

01-02 Charles G. Thorne
02-09 Dr. Stanton Deitch
09-11 Jeffrey R. Gans, Esq
11-13 Dr. Stanton Deitch
13-21 Jeffrey R. Gans, Esq
21-23 Bradford Day 
23-26 Jeffrey R. Gans, Esq 

■

■ 

■ 

70-76 M. Donald Dixon 
76-00 Maxson P. Strub, PID  

18-21 John L. Romano "Jack"
21-22 Mahesh Chitnis 
22-23 Dawn Marie Kosobucki 

State Parliamentarians

■

■

■

■ 
■

■

■

■

■ 

■

■

■

■

State Office Advisor

25-26 Dawn Marie Kosobucki
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62-63 Paul R. Cronce
63-64 Edward G. Walder
64-65 Harry C. Eastlack
65-66 Adolph Quadt 

77-78 Steve Senko 
78-79 
79-80 Diego “Dan” Chila
80-81 Clarence Van Dyke
81-82 
82-83 Elmer Stout
83-84 
84-85 John Allen
85-86 James Mertz

88-95 Charles Shields
95-96 William J. Sauser, Jr.
96-07 Joseph T. Bocklage 

70-72 Wayne G.Hyatt
72-73 Thomas J.O'Brien
73-74 Dennis Fitzgerald
74-75 George V.Cuzzolino
75-76 Al Shostak
76-77 J. Roy Robertson
77-78 George V.Cuzzolino
78-79 
79-81 George V.Cuzzolino
81-84 

64-65 John T. Butler 
65-66 Jules W. Vollweiler
66-67 Edward G. Walders
67-68 Edwin M. Platt 
68-69 Charles G. Petrillo
69-70 William G. Nork 
70-71 Mortimer E. Jonas
72-73 Everett J. Jackson
83-88 Lawrence J. Massaro 

03-04 Arthur L. Orsi 
04-05 Marion S. Goldberg
05-06 John E. Allen 
06-08 Andrew J. Lytkowski
08-10 Charles Landesman, Esq 

State Finance & Operations Chairs 
88-90 Harold W. Woodward
90-91 John E. Allen 
91-93 John Sheehan 
93-94 Victor D’Alessandro
94-97 Lawrence J. Massaro
97-98 Victor D’Alessandro
98-00 Lawrence J. Massaro
02-03 Joseph T. Bocklage
03-04 Robert Moore

State Peace Poster Chairs
07-18 Rose Stigliano
08-20 Linda Banks

State LCIF Chairs
86-87 Clarence VanDyke
87-90 Thomas N.Gartley
90-91 
91-92 Rocco Giacobone
92-95 Jack J. Nievergelt
95-96 Joseph T. Bocklage
96-97 Jack J. Nievergelt
97-99 Lionel F. Crossman
99-06 Elspeth C. Moore
 

State Leo Clubs Chairs
84-86 Seymour Schram 
86-87 Edgars Jeffers
87-88 Edward DiPolvere
88-89 William T. Leahy 
89-90 George Wist
90-91 Jose Tony Gomez
91-92 Norman Sapolnick
92-94 Richard Hobson 
94-95 Norman Sapolnick
95-96 Dominick Peterpaul

State Approved Project Review Chairs 
10-11 Mary C. Niji
11-14 Charles Landesman, Esq
14-20 Michael “Mike” Pacala
20-21 Dawn Marie Kosobucki
21-22 Dennis Brubaker

State Convention Rules Chairs
66-67 Irving Venokur
67-68 Joseph R. Butwinski
68-69 Kenneth W. Mantz
69-70 John P. O'Leary 

22-23 Kevin Kosobucki
23-24 Clarance Brown
24-25 Kevin Kosobucki
25-26 Nalit Patel

70-71 Archibald Wacker
71-72 Dr Stanton Deitch
72-73 Edward G. Walder
73-74 Harry Steigleman 

04-06 Joseph T. Bocklage
06-07 Melvyn K. Bray 
07-08 Lawrence J. Massaro
08-13 Mary Devon O’Brien
13-18 Paul Cousineau 
18-21 Melvyn “Mel” Bray 21-
22 Rekha Sarathy 
22-24 Rich Lucy 
24-25 Enrique Maseda
25-26 Richard Lucy

96-97 Norman Sapolnick 
97-98 Dolores R. Wiemer 
98-99 Helen A. Thorne 
99-06 Dolores R. Wiemer 
06-07 Charles H. Wiemer 
07-17 Dolores R. Wiemer 
17-23 Dr David C. Verducci
23-26 Subarna Sahni

20-21 William “Bill” Francis
21-26 Suzanne Pacala 

06-08 Arthur L. Orsi 
08-09 Elspeth C. Moore 
09-15 Melvyn K. Bray 
15-18 Bob Virgadamo 
18-20 Elspeth C. Moore 
20-22 Dawn Marie Kosobucki
22-24 Kevin Kosobucki 
24-26 Jack Romano 
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61-62 Richard I Spivak
62-63 George Martin
63-64 Leslie J. Henion
64-65 Harry Ziegler 
65-66 James J. Hogger
66-67 Leonard Meier
67-68 Victor D'Allessandro 

 
74-75 Albert J Carino
75-76 Dan E. Toriello 
76-77 Herbert J. Dwyer
77-79 Dan E. Toriello 
79-80 Joseph E. Elbertson
80-81 Marshall S. Klein
81-82 Charles “Chuck” H.
Wiemer 
82-83 Dr. Stanton Deitch 

70-71Ralph Chiantera 
71-72 Raymond P. Mank
 72-73 William L.Green 
73-74 Emil Brignola
74-75 Raymond P. Mank
 75-76 William L. Green 
76-77 Steve Senko
77-78 William L. Green 
78-79 Edward Gaffney 
79-81 Anthony Stevens 
81-83 Francis Filos

83-84 Charles “Chuck” H.
Wiemer 
84-87 John George 
87-89 Dr. Elie Katz 
89-90 John E. Allen 
90-91 William F. McCormick
91-92 John A. Fratto, Esq.
92-94 William F. McCormick
94-97 Alfred E. Losiewicz
97-99 William F. McCormick 

State Convention  Sergeant-at-Arms 
83-85 Joseph Sweeney
85-86 Emil Brignola 
86-87 John E. Curl 
87-89 Walter Sierotko
89-91 Malcomb B. Nesbitt
91-92 Emil Brignola 
92-93 Malcomb B. Nesbitt
93-94 Steve Senko 
94-95 Richard H. Hobson
95-98 Leroy F. Hirth 

State Convention Registration Chairs 
80-81 Ralph W. Petito
81-82 Edgar R Jeffers
82-83 William J. O'Connor
83-84 Michael King 
84-85 William J. O'Connor
85-86 Dr. Elie Katz 
86-87 Jay Gardner 
87-89 Sheldon Feder
89-90 Henry J. Nalepa
90-91 Nicholas Rossi, Jr.
91-92 Joseph T. Bocklage
92-93 Richard Gardella
93-94 Stephen M.
Domovich 
94-95 Karl W. Schmid
95-96 Joseph Gerhart
96-97 Paula M. Tartantino
97-98 Linda D. Bringhurst 

State Convention Credentials Chairs 
68-69 Richard Wood
69-70 Harold C. Johnson
70-71 George Hallgring
72-73 Lester W. Hohmann
73-74 Cliff Van Sycle
74-75 Howard Wren 
75-76 Richard Nicholas 

76-77 Karl F. Gittelson
77-78 John S. Swantek
78-79 Thomas M Gartley
79-80 Alfred Losiewicz
80-81 George Kozar
81-82 George L. Bassett
82-83 Vincent Oliastro 

98-99 Shephard Bell 
99-00 Julio Millan 
00-01 Fran Dolan 
01-02 Richard W. Magee
02-03 Lourdes Comas 
03-04 Paul A. Barlow 
04-05 Bill Brown 
05-06 Fred T. Niji 
06-07 Virginia Culver 
07-08 Diana Yashinski 
08-10 Richard L. Indiveri
10-11 Benjamin Yashinski
11-14 Barbara Kidawa
14-15 Rey Fonseca 
15-17 Barbara Kidawa
17-22 John A. Pinkus 
22-26 Kartika Gupta

98-99 Nicholas Mauncele III 
99-00 Joseph Bochner 
00-03 Richard Lee 
03-05 Debbie L. Roedel 
05-07 Alan P. Brewer 
07-10 Andy Ray 
10-18 Louis "Lou" D. Corsaro
18-20 Rey Fonseca 
20-26 Louis "Lou" D. Corsaro 

99-00 Charles Schadle 
00-03 Melvyn “Mel” K. Bray
03-04 Marshall S. Klein 
04-11 Jeffrey R. Gans, Esq 
11-12 Charles Thorne 
12-13 Phil Stern, Esq 
13-20 Jeffrey R. Gans, Esq 
21-22 Robert W. Moore 
22-24 Albert “Al” Olizi, Esq 
24-26 Jeffrey R. Gans, Esq 

61-62 JosephJ.Stutz 
62-63 ? 
63-64 George F. Martin 
64-65 Eugene Negrini 
65-66 Frank Guerino
66-67 Frank Ravese
67-69 William J. O'Connor
69-70 George Martin 
70-71 Harold C. Johnson
71-72 Ralph W Petito 
72-73 William J. O'Connor
73-74 Eugene J. Stanley
74-75 William J. O'Connor
 5-76 Ralph W. Petitto 
76-77 Burt Augustensen
77-78 Richard Filippone
78-79 Burt Augustensen
79-80 George Reinhardt
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64-65 Charles DeFazio, Jr
65-66 Wayne G. Hyatt
66-67 Charles DeFazio, Jr
67-68 Joseph E. Elbertson
68-69 Jules W. Vollweiler
69-70 Herbert Dwyer
70-71 Martin Mains 
72-73 Henry L. Lewis 
73-74 Charles DeFazio, Jr
74-75 Henry L. Lewis 
75-76 Charles DeFazio, Jr
76-77 George F. Martin
77-79 Charles DeFazio, Jr
79-80 Albert J. Carino 

 
83-84 John Ficco 
84-85 John Sheehan 
85-86 Edward Boyler 
86-87 Edgar T. Carrier "Ted"
87-88 Seth Barton 
88-89 Robert Vandenbergh
89-90 Sheldon Feder 
90-91 Richard Hull 
91-93 Richard E. Gardella
93-94 Jeff LaHullier 

94-95 Joseph M. Gerhart
95-97 Earl C. Groendyke
97-98 Lawrence Goldberg
98-99 Earl C. Groendyke
99-00 Col. Richard S.
Kozieja 
00-01 Helen A. Thorne
01-02 Arthur A. Roedel, Jr.
02-03 Shiela K. Barton
03-06 Patti L. Pennell 

State Convention Resolutions Chairs 
80-81 Edwin Cramer 
81-82 Lester W. Hohmann 
82-83 Dominick Peterpaul 
83-85 Donald McAteer 
85-87 Charles H. Wiemer 
87-88 Martin Mains 
88-90 Charles H. Wiemer 
90-91 George F. Martin 
91-92 William McCormick 
92-95 George F. Martin 
95-96 Stephen Domovich 
96-97 Robert “Bob” W. Moore 
97-99 Edward England 

06-07 James H. Fox 
07-08 Gilbert Lizardi 
08-13 Patti L. Pennell
13-15 Matt Povinelli 
15-17 Patti L. Pennell
17-22 Matt Povinelli 
22-24 Dianne Andrade
24-26 Matt Povinelli, CS

99-01 Alfred E. Losiewicz 
01-03 Stephen Domovich 
03-05 Arthur Saladino 
05-07 Frank J. Magnolia 
07-18 Robert “Bob” W. Moore
18-19 Bob Virgadamo 
19-20 Robert “Bob” W. Moore
20-21 Bob Virgadamo 
21-22 Bradford “Brad” Day, Esq 
23-26 Robert “Bob” W. Moore 

SOME ATLANTIC CITY TRIVIA
1. LIions Clubs International held our International Convention in Atlantic City, NJ in 1923,

1951, 1955, 1961, & 1970.
2.  Saltwater taffy, a type of candy, was invented in Atlantic City in the 1880s, where it

was sold along the Boardwalk.
3.  The first Miss America was held in Atlantic City in 1921.  Its original purpose was to

attract people to stay longer over the labor day weekend.  It has been held in Atlantic
City from 1921 to 2004 and returned in 2013.

4.  Atlantic City had the world’s first boardwalk.  When it was first opened, the Boardwalk
was 8 ft (2.4 m) wide and 1 mi (1,6 km) long.  Today, it is 60 ft (18 m) wide and about
5.5 mi (9 km) long.

5.  Of the 20 casinos in New Jersey, 9 are in Atlantic City.  These 9 casinos bring in $2.5
billion in gambling revenue per year, making it the second biggest gambling earner in
the US after Las Vegas, Nevada.

6.  Dave Thomas, the founder of the fast food chain Wendy’s was born in Atlantic City.
7.  Prior to the city’s development and naming, it was the summer home home of the

Lenape indigenous people, who called it Absegami, or “Little Water”.  Colonial settlers
later called it Absecon, which survives as the island name.
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District Governors
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District Governors Continued
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District Governors Continued
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Jones was deeply committed to community service, particularly in the area of youth development. As
President of the International Boys Work Council, he championed the importance of guiding young
people toward responsible citizenship. He was also an active Freemason and a member of Phi Delta Phi,
reflecting his values of integrity, fraternity, and public service.
 
His involvement with Lions Clubs International began with his role as a founding member and charter
president of the Newark Lions Club. His leadership skills quickly gained recognition, and he was elected to
the International Board of Directors, eventually becoming International President in 1925.
 
Jones’s presidency was marked by a focus on building a strong organizational foundation and
expanding the Lions’ service mission. He presided over the 1926 International Convention in San
Francisco, earning admiration for his steady and inspiring leadership.
 
One of his most enduring legacies was his role in establishing Lions’ commitment to the blind and visually
impaired. In 1924, while serving as First International Vice President, he chaired the Major Activities
Committee, which explored causes of preventable blindness. The committee’s findings led to the historic
invitation of Helen Keller to the 1925 Lions International Convention, where she challenged Lions to
become “Knights of the Blind.” Under Jones’s guidance, her appeal was embraced, becoming a
defining mission of Lions service that continues to this day.
 
Although he served only one term as president, Benjamin Franklin Jones left an indelible mark on Lions
Clubs International. His leadership helped shift the organization from a social service club to a
humanitarian movement grounded in purposeful action.
 
He passed away in October 1935 at his home in Maplewood, New Jersey, after several years of declining
health. He was buried in his native Brooklyn, the city where his remarkable journey had begun.

Benjamin Franklin Jones exemplified the Lions’ motto, “We Serve.” Through his vision, compassion, and
unwavering dedication, he helped shape the Lions into the global force for good that it is today.

In the formative years of Lions Clubs International, one leader played
a crucial role in steering the young organization toward a mission of
impactful global service—Benjamin Franklin Jones, who served as the
ninth International President from 1925 to 1926.
 
Born on January 1, 1870, in Brooklyn, New York, Benjamin was the son
of Reverend John Jones and Elizabeth Holland. From an early age, he
demonstrated a strong commitment to education and public service.
After attending Public School 10 and Brooklyn High School, he
pursued a legal education at New York University, earning his
Bachelor of Laws in 1895 and Master of Laws in 1897.

Benjamin Franklin Jones
A Visionary Leader in Lions Clubs International History

Admitted to the New York Bar in 1897, Jones soon moved to New Jersey, where he began a successful legal
and political career. At just 29 years old, he was elected to the New Jersey State Assembly and went on to
become Speaker of the House. He later served as a District Court Judge, Essex County Counsel, and
President of the Essex County Tax Board. During World War I, he served as a Government Appeal Agent,
assisting in critical decisions regarding military service exemptions.
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Celebrating Over 50 Years of Service 
Our Golden Lions

District 16-N 
Andrew Mark  
Donald Uhl 
Paul Meyer
Thomas Hackett  
Charles H Landesman
Vincent M Fasano Jr.
Charles Tumminello 
Barry Goldberg  
John W Carroll
 
Dr. Giovanni Lima
Herbert Babb
Alan P Kiefer 
Dr. Joseph Mazza 
Bernard Holst 
James H Cleary 
Robert Piazza  
Denis A Rossi 
Harvey Young 
Richard Camp
Richard Ghizzone
Bruce Butzel
Frank Hopp
C Richard Kamin
Joseph Kliminski
David Korn
Albert Longarini

District 16-J 
John H Manhardt
Edward J Dipolvere

Fred W Schaan 
Lewis Schwartz 

Thomas E Sheenan
Casper P Boehm Jr 
V John Truglio
Kenneth Kreismer 

Belvidere
 Ridgefield
Fair Lawn
Harrington Park
Kearney
Bergenfield 
Wayne Township 
Livingston 
Jersey City Hudson
City 
Kearny 
Verona
Verona 
Rutherford 
Midland Park
Rutherford
Belvidere  
Chester 
Wood Ridge
Verona 
Mt Olive
Oradell
Passaic-Clifton
Mt. Olive
Bloomfield
Rutherford
Dumont

 Watchung 
West Windsor
Township 
Warren Township
South Brunswick
Township 
Dunellen 
Sayreville 
Warren Township
Sayreville 

70  
63
60
59  
56
55
55
55  

54 
54 
54
54 
53 
52 
52  
51  
51 
51 
51
51
50
50
50
50
50
50

65 
64 

64 
60 
 
59 
58 
57 
57  

Elizabeth Cubanos
Elizabeth Cubanos
South River 
Milford 
Watchung 
Elizabeth Cubanos
Metuchen 
Westfield
Westfield
Bernards
Sayreville

Gloucester City
Wenonah 
Allentown
Avalon
Ventnor Margate
Haddonfield  
Hammonton 
Greater Wildwoods 
West Long Branch 
Berlin  
Greater Wildwoods 
Ventnor Margate
Atlantic Highlands
Eatontown 
Toms River 
Atco 
Camden 
Red Bank  
Medford Lakes
Haddonfield 
Brick Township
Wenonah
Winslow Twp.
Avalon
Bridgeton
Eatontown
Laurel Springs
Hammonton
Stafford Twp 

53
52
52
52
52
52
51
50
50
50
50

63 
61 
61 
59 
59  
57   
57 
56  
56 
56  
55 
53 
53 
53 
52 
52 
51 
51  
51  
51 
51
51
50
50
50
50
50
50
50 

Rodolfo Miranda
Juan M Dominguez 
Anthony F Razzano 
Fred R Kunich 
George Canellis 
Enrique Maseda 
Donald W Marshall
Bruce Austin
Kenneth Rowinsky
A J Dello Russo, Jr.
Walter Schaefer

District 16-L 
William D Dilks 
Edgar R Jeffers 
Robert B Peppler 
Vincent L Lamanna Jr.  
George H Wimberg Jr. 
Robert A Turner 
Arthur L Orsi 
Alan I Gould 
Gregory Christopher 
George R Scheurich   
Theodore Roman
Frederick E Frisch 
Robert R Wilson 
Stacy Phelon 
Melvyn K Bray 
Dr. Michael Cohen 
Charles Matthews 
David A Roth 
Richard H Stahl Sr.
Kenneth J Landgraf  
Dr. Maurice B Hill
Robert Smith
Truitt Andress
Douglas Heun
John Simons
Kenneth East
Dolores Wiemer
John Wiessner 
Dave Skrivanek 

Lions who have served for over 50 years exemplify a lifetime of dedication, compassion,
and unwavering commitment to the ideals of Lionism. These extraordinary members have
not only witnessed the growth and evolution of Lions Clubs International but have also
played an active role in shaping their communities through decades of service. Their
long-standing involvement is a testament to their enduring spirit of volunteerism and
leadership, and they continue to inspire newer generations of Lions with their legacy of
service.
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Honoring Our Life Members 
A Tribute to Lifelong Dedication

 
District 16-N 
Albert Longarini
Andrew Balysky 
Arline Rossi  
Buddy Casillo  
Christopher Smith
Denis Rossi 
Drew Churchson 
Holly  Simmenroth
James Lo Sapio
James Messina 
John Lefand 
Joseph Gaudio 
Joyce Casillo 
Marie Messina 
Mary Devon O' Brien 
Paul Meyer 
Phillip Guidone 
Phillip Savell 
Richard Lucy 
Richard Takvorian 
Rick Vander Wende 
Ronald Minardi 
Terrence Standfast 
Theodore Takvorian 
Vincent Fasano 
Virginia (Ginny)Savell 

Dumont
Chester
Chester
Chester
Newark
Chester
Waldwick
Chester Lioness 
Chester 
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester Lioness
Chester
Newark 
Fair Lawn
Chester
Chester 
Chester 
Hackensack
Waldwick 
Chester 
Chester 
Hackensack 
Bergenfield 
Chester Lioness 

District 16-J
Adriane Stewart 
Edward Dipolvere
 Fred Schaan 
Lawrence Betsill 
Mark Adler 
Richard Kaufmann 
V John Truglio 
Vincent Oliva 

District 16-L 
Arnold Page 
Arthur Orsi 
Curtis Maginnis 
Donald Bray 
Donald Hory 
Edwin Davis 
George Scheurich 
Gregory Reinhardt 
Herman Kruckner 
Jeffrey Gans 
John Wiessner 
Joseph Decerbo 
Kenneth Roberts 
Melvyn Bray 
Michael Cohen 
Peter Dellera, Jr. 
Richard Holston 
Richard Lucy 
Richard Stahl 
Takeo Ishimasa 
Tom Alvino 

Medford Lakes
Hammonton 
Medford Lakes 
Toms River Twp Visionary 
Medford Lakes 
Medford Lakes 
Berlin 
Medford Lakes 
Medford Lakes 
Camden 
Hammonton 
Atco 
Medford Lakes 
Toms River 
Atco 
Toms River 
Medford Lakes 
Toms River *
Medford Lakes  
Eatontown 
Hammonton 

Warren Township 
West Windsor Township 
Warren Township 
Warren Township 
Warren Township 
Warren Township 
Warren Township 
Warren Township 

To qualify for Life Membership in Lions International, a member must meet specific criteria as outlined in the
official application. A Lion may be eligible if they have maintained active membership for 20 or more years and
have provided outstanding service to their club, community, or the association. Alternatively, a member who has
served actively for at least 15 years and is 70 years of age or older, or any member who is critically ill and has also
rendered exceptional service, may be considered. Life Membership is granted upon the recommendation of the
member’s club and the one-time payment of $650 to Lions International, which covers all future international
dues. 

 * Transferred to new club
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Membership Key Awards 
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CLUB EXCELLENCE AWARDS
(As of 04/20/2026)
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Honoring Growth and Leadership: Ramiro Collazo Membership Award Recipients 

Jonathan Magaw Atlantic Connections 
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New Jersey Lions State Convention Venues  and Guest Speakers
 

Guest Speaker
 

2  VP Dr. Manoj Shahnd

ID Chris Carlone 
ID Anthony Paradiso 
ID Deb Weaverling 
ID Ken Ibarra 
2nd VP Brian Sheehan 
ID Pat Vannett 
ID Ardie Klemish 
ID Jennifer June Ware 
ID Jerome Thompson 
ID Kembra L. Smith 
ID Esther Lamothe 
PIP Dr. Clement F. Kusiak 
ID Carolyn A. Messier 
ID Haynes H. Townsend 
PIP Jimmy M. Ross 
PID Terry Dale Graham 
ID David E Stoufer 
ID H. David Fiandt 
PID Albert F. Brandel “Al” PID
Sid L. Scruggs, III 
PIP Kajit Habanananda "KJ"
PIP William L. Biggs "Bill" 
PIP James E. Ervin "Jim" 
ID Dr. Tommy King 
ID George Barrus “Mick” 
ID Richard D. Meyers “Rick” 
PID Kay K. Fukushima 
PIP William L. Biggs "Bill" 
PID William D. Moody “Bill” 
ID Dr. Wlliam Iannaccone 
ID William Young "Larry" 
1st VP James T. Coffey 
ID James C. Crawford "Jim"
PIP Robert J. Uplinger 
PIP Joseph J. Camarda
PIP W. Richard Bryan “Dick”
PIP Sten A. Akestam 
PIP Joseph L. Wroblewski 
3rd VP Austin P. Jennings 
PIP Dr. James M. Fowler 
PIP Everett J.Grindstaff "Ebb"
2nd VP Bert Mason 
IP Kaoru Murikami "Kay" 
IP William C. Chandler 
1st VP William C. Chandler 
1st VP Lloyd Morgan 
1st VP Ralph A.Lynam 
1st VP Joseph M. McLoughlin 
1st VP Joao FernandoSobral 
1st VP Harry J. Aslan 

Town
 

Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City 

Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Cherry Hill
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Cherry Hill
Atlantic City
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Cherry Hill
Atlantic City
Great Gorge
Atlantic City
East Brunswick
Cherry Hill 
East Brunswick
Cherry Hill
East Rutherford
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Cherry Hill
Cherry Hill 
Cherry Hill 
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City 

Year   Location

2026  Tropicana
2025  Tropicana 
2024  Tropicana         
2023  Tropicana 
2022  Tropicana  
2021  Virtual 
2019  Bally’s 
2018  Bally’s 
2017  Bally’s 
2016  Bally’s 
2015  Bally’s 
2014  Bally’s 
2013  Bally’s 
2012  Bridgewater Marriott 
2011  DoubleTree Hotel Somerset 
2010  DoubleTree Hotel Somerset 
2009  Bridgewater Marriott 
2008  DoubleTree Hotel Somerset 
2007  Clarion Hotel 
2006  DoubleTree Hotel Somerset 
2005  DoubleTree Hotel Somerset 
2004  DoubleTree Hotel Somerset 
2003  DoubleTree Hotel Somerset 
2002   Clarion Hotel Cherry Hill (f.k.a Sheraton Poste) 
2001  Sheraton- Atlantic City West 
2000  DoubleTree Hotel Somerset 
1999  DoubleTree Hotel Somerset 
1998   Hilton (now known as Crowne Plaza) Cherry Hill
1997  Trump Plaza
1996  Seasons Resort
1995  Trump Regency 
1994  Hilton
1993   Hyatt (now known as Crowne Plaza) Cherry Hill 
1992  Ramada Renaissance 
1991   Hyatt (now known as Crowne Plaza) Cherry Hill 
1990  Sheraton Meadowlands Hotel 
1989  TropWorld Casino & Resort 
1988  Bally"s Park Place 
1987  Bally"s Park Place 
1986  Bally"s Park Place 
1985  Bally"s Park Place 
1984  Bally"s Park Place 
1983  Bally"s Park Place 
1982  Bally"s Park Place 
1981  Hyatt (now known as Crowne Plaza) 
1980  Hyatt (now known as Crowne Plaza) 
1979  Hyatt (now known as Crowne Plaza) 
1978  Resorts International
1977  Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel 
1976  Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel 
1975  Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel 
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65-66 Adolph Quadt (D) 
66-67 Robert Elwood (A) 
67-68 Joseph Stutz (C) 
68-69 Vincent Lacity (B) 
69-70 Ray Geyer (A) 
70-71 Kenneth Mantz (D) 
71-72 Henry Lewis (E) 
72-73 Harry J. Steigelman, Jr (B)
73-74 Joseph Elbertson (C) 
74-75 Michael Orrecchio (A) 
75-76 Herman Treptow (D) 
76-77 Bernard Sobel (E) 
77-78 Marshall S. Klein (A) 
78-79 Martin Mains (B) 
79-80 John C. Semler "Cal" (C)
80-81 George Martin (E) 
81-82 Joseph Montagna (D) 
82-83 Edward A. Klaiss, Jr. (A)
83-84 Lester Hohmann (B) 
84-85 Charles H. Wiemer (C) 

85-86 Raymond Ryan (D) 
86-87 Dominic Peterpaul (E)
87-88 James P. Bosaits (A) 
88-89 Dr. Stanton Deitch (B)
89-90 Bernard A. Gelles (C) 
90-91 Stephen M. Domovich (D)
91-92 Russell E. Vail (E) 
92-93 Samuel Levinson (A) 
93-94 Louis V. Ciccone (B) 
94-95 George N. Vinci (C) 
95-96 Alfred E. Losiewicz (D)
96-97 Stanley Grossman (E) 
97-98 Edgar T. Carrier “Ted” (A)
98-99 Norman D. Goldstein (B)
99-00 Nicholas Rossi, Jr (C) 
00-01 Joseph T. Bocklage (D)
01-02 Ralph R. DeVito (E) 
02-03 Victor A. Graziano (A)
03-04 Melvyn K. Bray (B) 
04-05 Salvatore A. Velardi, Jr (C) 

05-06 Debbie L. Roedel (D) 
06-07 Frank J. Magnolia, Jr. (E)
07-08 Richard C. Chittum (A)
08-09 Earl C. Groendyke (B) 
09-10 Richard L. Indiveri (C) 
10-11 Andrew J. Lytkowski (D) 
11-12 Douglas Schembs, Jr (E)
12-13 Charles H. Landesman (A)
13-14 John E. Allen (B) 
14-15 William J. Sauser, Jr( L) 
15-16 Antonio Abaño "Tony" (J)
16-17 Dennis M. Brubaker (N) 
17-18 Dayl R. Baile (L) 
18-19 Robert C. Millea "Bob" (N)
19-20 Mahesh Chitnis (J) 
20-21 Mahesh Chitnis (J) 
21-22 Albert J. Olizi, Jr. (L) 
22-23 Paula M. Tarantino (N) 
23-24 Dawn Marie Kosobucki (J)
24-25  David A. Skrivanek (L)

Year   Location 
1974 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1973 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1972 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1971 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1970 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1969 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1968 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1967 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1966 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1965 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1964 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1963 Chalfonte - Haddon Hall Hotel
1962 Chalfonte -  Haddon Hall Hotel 

Town
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Atlantic City 

Guest Speaker 
1st VP Johnny Balbo 
1st VP Tris Coffin 
ID Vaughan D. Hulse, Jr 
ID William B. Hix 
1st VP Dr. Robert D. McCullough
PIP Jorge Bird 
1st VP David A. Evans 
3rd VP W. Richard Bryan “Dick”
IP Dr. Walter H. Campbell 
2nd VP Edward M. Lindsey 
1st VP Claude M. DeVorss 
IP Curtis D. Lovill 
2nd VP Aubrey D. Green, 

The Association, made up of dedicated Lions who have proudly served as District Governors,
reaffirms its commitment to supporting the Lions of New Jersey. Like all Lions, we are deeply
focused on strengthening Membership, Leadership, and Service. Our members stand ready to
help clubs attract and retain quality members, and to advance the core values of Lionism.
Whether through club visits, mentorship, or guidance, we are here to assist in any way possible.
Together, in the true spirit of Lionism, we share the responsibility of helping one another grow and
succeed. 

President: Brad Day, PDG (Belvidere Lions - N) 
Vice-President: Kevin Kosobucki, PDG (Sayreville – J) 

 Acting Secretary/Treasurer: Kevin Kosobucki, PDG (Sayreville – J) 

Past Presidents 

Past District Governors Association of MD-16 
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THE INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S THEME
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 “Together As One”
 

 Lions Clubs International Peace Poster Contest
 2025 - 2026

 
Chosen by Past International President Dr. Patti Hill, this year’s Peace Poster Contest asked children to
envision our world, Together As One. Districts 16 N, J, and L held their contests, and the results were
creatively crafted, beautifully designed posters that supported the theme from a child’s perspective.
Each district received hundreds of entries which were reviewed and narrowed to a smaller field as
designated by that district. Ultimately, each district chose one poster to submit for the MD 16 State
entry in the International Contest. 
 
The three artists whose posters were chosen to represent their 
districts for the State level of competition were the following:

District N, Sarong Lee, sponsored by the River Edge Lions; 
District J, Kashvi Jaitley, sponsored by the West Windsor Twp. 
Lions; and representing District L, Nora Fredericks, sponsored 
by the Toms River Lions.
 
Second Place winners acknowledged by their Districts were:
District N: Jenny Chen, sponsored by the Saddle River Valley Lions
District J: Wendy Castillo, sponsored by the Warren Lions
District L: Bonnie Kaur, sponsored by the Eatontown Lions
 
Third Place winners acknowledged by their Districts were:
District N: Aarvi Gulati, sponsored by the Saddle River Valley Lions
District J: Aimee Lee, sponsored by the New Providence Lions
District L: Abigail Hulme, sponsored by the West Berlin Lions

Honorable Mentions: Natalia Marciano (Allentown Lions),Londyn 
Ayala-Judson (Toms River Lions), Alexandra DeAnda (Middletown Lions)
 
At the November State meeting, the winning poster selected for the International level of competition
was designed by Sarong Lee, sponsored by the River Edge Lions of District 16N.  Sarong and her family
were recently welcomed at a District 16N meeting by District Governor SuzAnne Pacala, who
presented Sarong with a plaque and certificate expressing our thanks for submitting her beautiful
poster.
 
Thank you to all the Clubs that sponsored a Peace Poster competition for their communities! This is a
valued tradition among our Lions Clubs, and the results never disappoint.
 

MD 16 Peace Poster Contest
 Winner: Sarong Lee 

from District 16N
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WELCOME TO ATLANTIC CITY
We are delighted to see you again this year.

The Convention is a time to take advantage of the education,
enjoy th entertainmnet, and spend extra time with friends.

THE STATE CONVENTION COMMITTEE

ENJOY!

L-R: PCC Mike Pacala, PCC Dayl Baile, PCC Albert Olizi, PDG Jim Dougherty,
PDG Dennis Brubaker, PCC Armando Guerra
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Thank You 16N For AThank You 16N For AThank You 16N For A
Truly Amazing Year!Truly Amazing Year!Truly Amazing Year!

Thank You 16N For A
Truly Amazing Year!

Not Above You,Not Above You,Not Above You,       Not Beneath You,Not Beneath You,Not Beneath You,       But With You!But With You!But With You!Not Above You,  Not Beneath You,  But With You!
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Congratulations
to our Outgoing

Council of Governors
 

 DG SuzAnne DeRussy Pacala
 DG John JD Schweska
 DG Sarah Taylor Deak

 
For an Outstanding Year of Service 

to our New Jersey Communities
and 

to our Incoming Council of Governors
DG Michael Moyer
DG Subarna Sahni
DG Jeffrey Iapicco

 

We wish them much success and support
as they begin their year of  leadership

and service to their communities and our Lions
mission of service locally and around the world.

 
PID Mel Bray, PMJF 21   
Lion Ginny Bray PMJF 3 
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English: A C GUERRA REAL ESTATE PROVIDES SERVICES
IN THE AREAS OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY. OUR
CLIENTS SATISFACTION IS OUR BEST REFERENCE. 

Spanish: A C GUERRA REAL ESTATE LLC PROVEE
SERVICIOS COMPLETO DE BIENE Y RAICES EN EL AREA
DE NEW YORK Y NEW JERSEY. LA SATISFACCION DEL
CLIENTE ES NUESTRA MEJOR REFERENCIA. 

Portuguese: A C GUERRA REAL ESTATE PROVEM
COMPLETOS SERVICIOS NAS AREA DE NEW YORK E
NEW JERSEY. A SATISFACAO DE NOSSA CLIENTELA E' A
NOSSA MELHOR REFERECIA 

A C Guerra Real Estate LLC 
Wishes you an Enjoyable, Meaningful Convention 

A C Guerra Real Estate LLC 
20 Commerce Drive, Suite 135
Cranford, NJ 07016 

Email: aguerra.ag777@gmail.com 

Lion Armando C Guerra
Broker of Records 

Office: 908-603-6282 
Fax:
Cell: 

908-603-6201
908-338-7082
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District 16 L

The Atco Lions Club

In Memoriam

Of those who have departed us

 

Joseph C. DeCerbo

Life Member, Melvin Jones Reciprocate

&

Lucille DeSilvio Giannini
Loving memory of sister with love V.P. Phyllis DeSilvio Shendock
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THE WARREN TOWNSHIP LIONS CLUBTHE WARREN TOWNSHIP LIONS CLUBTHE WARREN TOWNSHIP LIONS CLUB
SERVING WARREN TOWNSHIP SINCE 1948

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
to the newto the new  

MD16 GovernorsMD16 Governors

CONGRATULATIONS
to the new 

MD16 Governors
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
•  

CAMP DIRECTORS 
Jessica Cohen, Krystyn Gallant, and Dan Gallant 

Michael Pacala, PCC, PresidentJose Nieto, PDG, Executive Vice President/Treasurer

Wayne P. Arvidson, Vice President • Douglas Schembs, PCC, Vice President 

New Jersey Camp for Blind Children, Inc. – “Camp Marcella” 
www.campmarcella.org

Mailing Address: PO Box 85, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073-0085
Camp Address: 27 Durham Road, Rockaway, New Jersey 07866

CAMP MARCELLA
 Serving Individuals with Special Needs,

including those with Blindness and Visual
Impairment for 78 Years!

“A life-changing experience where the fun never ends and
where friendships are made that last a lifetime!” 
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PDG Dennis Brubaker
District 16N PCC Armando Guerra

District 16J
PDG Jim Dougherty

District 16J

PCC Michael Pacala
District 16N

Manoj Shah
International 2nd VP

Guest

Meet the Dream Team
The Faces of NJ Lions State Convention 2026

PCC Dayl Baile
Chairperson 16L

PCC Albert Olizi, Jr
Chairperson 16L

PCC Dawn Marie Kosobucki
State Office Advisor 16J

SuzAnne deRussy Pacala
Governor, District 16N

MaryAnn DeLambily
Council Chairperson 16L

John JD Schweska
Governor, District 16J

Sarah Deak
Governor, District 16L

PID Jeffrey Gans
State Parliamentarian 16L

IPDG Rogel P. Bautista
State Chaplain 16J

State Council

Convention Committee
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	61-62 Walter P. Berkowitz 62-63 Herbert L. Birum,Jr 63-64 Vincent P. Lacity 64-65 John Edwards 65-66 David Pavlosky  66-67 Samuel Voltaggio 67-68 Edwin O Lewis  68-69 Samuel Voltaggio  69-70 Burton C. Houser,Jr  70-71 Michael Orecchio  71-72 Mortimer E Joans

	State Constitution & By-Laws Chairs
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	SOME ATLANTIC CITY TRIVIA
	LIions Clubs International held our International Convention in Atlantic City, NJ in 1923, 1951, 1955, 1961, & 1970.
	Saltwater taffy, a type of candy, was invented in Atlantic City in the 1880s, where it was sold along the Boardwalk.
	The first Miss America was held in Atlantic City in 1921.  Its original purpose was to attract people to stay longer over the labor day weekend.  It has been held in Atlantic City from 1921 to 2004 and returned in 2013.
	Atlantic City had the world’s first boardwalk.  When it was first opened, the Boardwalk was 8 ft (2.4 m) wide and 1 mi (1,6 km) long.  Today, it is 60 ft (18 m) wide and about 5.5 mi (9 km) long.
	Of the 20 casinos in New Jersey, 9 are in Atlantic City.  These 9 casinos bring in $2.5 billion in gambling revenue per year, making it the second biggest gambling earner in the US after Las Vegas, Nevada.
	Dave Thomas, the founder of the fast food chain Wendy’s was born in Atlantic City.
	Prior to the city’s development and naming, it was the summer home home of the Lenape indigenous people, who called it Absegami, or “Little Water”.  Colonial settlers later called it Absecon, which survives as the island name.
	New Jersey Lions Annual State Convention

	District Governors
	District Governors Continued
	District Governors Continued
	Benjamin Franklin Jones A Visionary Leader in Lions Clubs International History
	New Jersey Lions Annual State Convention

	New Jersey Lions Annual State Convention
	Celebrating Over 50 Years of Service
	Our Golden Lions
	70  63 60 59   56 55 55 55
	54  54  54 54  53  52  52   51   51  51  51 51 50 50 50 50 50 50
	65  64
	64  60
	59  58  57  57
	53 52 52 52 52 52 51 50 50 50 50
	63  61  61  59  59   57    57  56   56  56   55  53  53  53  52  52  51  51   51   51  51 51 50 50 50 50 50 50 50
	Lions who have served for over 50 years exemplify a lifetime of dedication, compassion, and unwavering commitment to the ideals of Lionism. These extraordinary members have not only witnessed the growth and evolution of Lions Clubs International but have also played an active role in shaping their communities through decades of service. Their long-standing involvement is a testament to their enduring spirit of volunteerism and leadership, and they continue to inspire newer generations of Lions with their legacy of service.
	New Jersey Lions Annual State Convention


	Honoring Our Life Members
	A Tribute to Lifelong Dedication
	District 16-N  Albert Longarini Andrew Balysky  Arline Rossi   Buddy Casillo   Christopher Smith Denis Rossi  Drew Churchson  Holly  Simmenroth James Lo Sapio James Messina  John Lefand  Joseph Gaudio  Joyce Casillo  Marie Messina  Mary Devon O' Brien  Paul Meyer  Phillip Guidone  Phillip Savell  Richard Lucy  Richard Takvorian  Rick Vander Wende  Ronald Minardi  Terrence Standfast  Theodore Takvorian  Vincent Fasano  Virginia (Ginny)Savell
	Dumont Chester Chester Chester Newark Chester Waldwick Chester Lioness  Chester  Chester Chester Chester Chester Lioness Chester Newark  Fair Lawn Chester Chester  Chester  Hackensack Waldwick  Chester  Chester  Hackensack  Bergenfield  Chester Lioness
	District 16-J Adriane Stewart  Edward Dipolvere  Fred Schaan  Lawrence Betsill  Mark Adler  Richard Kaufmann  V John Truglio  Vincent Oliva
	District 16-L  Arnold Page  Arthur Orsi  Curtis Maginnis  Donald Bray  Donald Hory  Edwin Davis  George Scheurich  Gregory Reinhardt  Herman Kruckner  Jeffrey Gans  John Wiessner  Joseph Decerbo  Kenneth Roberts  Melvyn Bray  Michael Cohen  Peter Dellera, Jr.  Richard Holston  Richard Lucy  Richard Stahl  Takeo Ishimasa  Tom Alvino
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	Lions Clubs International Peace Poster Contest  2025 - 2026
	MD 16 Peace Poster Contest  Winner: Sarong Lee  from District 16N
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	THE STATE CONVENTION COMMITTEE
	L-R: PCC Mike Pacala, PCC Dayl Baile, PCC Albert Olizi, PDG Jim Dougherty, PDG Dennis Brubaker, PCC Armando Guerra
	WELCOME TO ATLANTIC CITY
	We are delighted to see you again this year.
	The Convention is a time to take advantage of the education, enjoy th entertainmnet, and spend extra time with friends.


	ENJOY!
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	Congratulations to our Outgoing Council of Governors
	DG SuzAnne DeRussy Pacala  DG John JD Schweska  DG Sarah Taylor Deak
	For an Outstanding Year of Service  to our New Jersey Communities and  to our Incoming Council of Governors DG Michael Moyer DG Subarna Sahni DG Jeffrey Iapicco
	We wish them much success and support as they begin their year of  leadership and service to their communities and our Lions mission of service locally and around the world.

	PID Mel Bray, PMJF 21    Lion Ginny Bray PMJF 3
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	A C Guerra Real Estate LLC  Wishes you an Enjoyable, Meaningful Convention
	English: A C GUERRA REAL ESTATE PROVIDES SERVICES IN THE AREAS OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY. OUR CLIENTS SATISFACTION IS OUR BEST REFERENCE.
	Spanish: A C GUERRA REAL ESTATE LLC PROVEE SERVICIOS COMPLETO DE BIENE Y RAICES EN EL AREA DE NEW YORK Y NEW JERSEY. LA SATISFACCION DEL CLIENTE ES NUESTRA MEJOR REFERENCIA.
	Portuguese: A C GUERRA REAL ESTATE PROVEM COMPLETOS SERVICIOS NAS AREA DE NEW YORK E NEW JERSEY. A SATISFACAO DE NOSSA CLIENTELA E' A NOSSA MELHOR REFERECIA
	A C Guerra Real Estate LLC  20 Commerce Drive, Suite 135 Cranford, NJ 07016
	Email: aguerra.ag777@gmail.com
	Lion Armando C Guerra Broker of Records
	Office: 908-603-6282
	Fax: Cell:
	908-603-6201 908-338-7082
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	CAMP MARCELLA
	Serving Individuals with Special Needs,
	including those with Blindness and Visual Impairment for 78 Years!
	“A life-changing experience where the fun never ends and where friendships are made that last a lifetime!”

	EXECUTIVE BOARD
	Michael Pacala, PCC, PresidentJose Nieto, PDG, Executive Vice President/Treasurer
	Wayne P. Arvidson, Vice President • Douglas Schembs, PCC, Vice President

	CAMP DIRECTORS
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