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Dear Lions and Leos,

I want to take this opportunity to wish you and your family 
Happy Holidays and a Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

As we start the second half of the Lion year may we 
continue to be of service to those in need.

Please stay safe, serve safely, serve with kindness because 
Kindness Matters and Lets give our Service From The Heart.

Douglas X. Alexander
International President
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Service from the Heart
Lions are a family like no other. And with our hearts united in 
service, we will lift up our communities all over the world. Because 
in times of great need, only a greater passion for service can make 
the world a better place for all people. 

Serving Our World Safely
President Alexander’s programs and initiatives will focus on four 
key priorities for Lions International that are critical to our mission 
of service.
• Building our capacity to serve
• Supporting our global Foundation, LCIF
• Putting our hearts into our service
• Communicating with our communities and each other

THE HEARTBEAT OF SERVICETHE HEARTBEAT OF SERVICE

CONNECTING TO COMMUNITIES CONNECTING TO COMMUNITIES 
THROUGH IMPASSIONED GIVINGTHROUGH IMPASSIONED GIVING

What makes our family of service so unique is that we never 
stop growing. Our door is always open, an invitation to 
those who want to be a part of it.

We are a place where people answer the calls of their hearts to 
serve and are welcomed with open arms. We offer everyone the 
opportunity to participate in something bigger than us all: the 
selfless service of others.

Yet, what is sometimes lost in our depiction of our international 
association are the individuals behind the collective. We are 
certainly proud of our 48,000 clubs and 1.4 million members, and 
we use these numbers to showcase the sheer magnitude of our 
service and global community. 

This year, let’s remember the most important element of our 
success: you. You, and each individual Lion, are absolutely critical to 
our collective success. You are the heartbeat of service. This year’s 
message, Service from the Heart, is a call to all districts, clubs and 
Lions to be sure we are always leading with what brought us to 
Lions International to begin with – our hearts. If we let our passion 
for service shine through, there is absolutely nothing we can’t 
accomplish together.

We serve with love and compassion 
in communities around the 

world. The selfless giving of our time 
and effort is precisely what makes 
Lions so special. When we give, we 
expect nothing in return. Yet we gain 
so much. Our service offers hope and 
connection in the face of great need 
and also extends an invitation to the world to join us. We 
embrace the joy that comes with Service From The Heart.
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LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL FLOATLIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL FLOAT
WINS LEISHMAN PUBLIC SPIRIT AWARDWINS LEISHMAN PUBLIC SPIRIT AWARD

by PCC Jack Romano

TThe Tournament of Roses is a volunteer organization that hosts America’s New Year Celebration® with the Rose 
Parade the Rose Bowl Game, and a variety of accompanying events. The association’s 935 volunteer members 
supply more than 80,000 hours of human power, driving the success of the 133rd Rose Parade, themed “Dream. 

Believe. Achieve,” on Saturday, January 1, 2022, followed by the 108th Rose Bowl Game. 
“Dream. Believe. Achieve.” is the Tournament of Roses theme; celebrating education’s ability to open doors, open 
minds and change lives. 
LeVar Burton is the 2022 Grand Marshal of the 133rd Rose Parade. He is an actor, director, educator and lifelong 
children’s literacy advocate. 
The Rose Parade features three types of entries: floral-decorated floats sponsored by a participating corporation or 
community organization, equestrian units, and marching bands. The only cars that appear in the Rose Parade are 
those that may carry the Grand Marshal, the Mayor of Pasadena, the Rose Bowl Game Hall of Fame Inductees and the 
Tournament of Roses President. Many of the Rose Parade’s participating organizations have long histories with the 
Tournament of Roses and have made numerous appearances in the parade
The Rose Parade’s elaborate floats have come a long way since the Tournament’s early days, and the Rose Parade has 
stayed true to its floral beginnings. Every inch of every float must be covered with flowers or other natural materials, 
such as leaves, seeds or bark. The most delicate flowers, including roses, are placed in individual vials of water, which 
are set into the float one by one.
Each year the Tournament of Roses selects three judges to grant float awards based on many criteria including float 
design, floral presentation and entertainment value. The Tournament of Roses announces the award-winning floats 
on New Year’s Day prior to the Rose Parade. As the award-winning floats venture down the parade route, they are 
preceded by banners showcasing their award. The banners are carried by select members of the Tournament of Roses 
Eagle Scout and Gold Award Girl Scout Troops.
The Pasadena Tournament of Roses® judges for 2022 are Janet Gallagher AIFD, John Piper and J. Keith White AIFD. 
The categories on which the floats are judged are:
Float Design showcasing attractive well balanced and creative treatment of the parade theme including the use of 
animation.
Floral Presentation providing a visual balance of floral versus non floral materials.
Entertainment Value provides for additional elements to advance the design concept.  This can include float riders, 
outwalkers, pyrotechnics and showmanship.
LEISHMAN PUBLIC SPIRIT AWARD is presented to the most outstanding floral presentation from a non-commercial 
participant.  Lions Clubs International was the recipient of this award for the 2022 Rose Parade with the float Quest for 
Kindness!

Congratulations Lions on his great occasion!
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MENLO PARK LIONS CLUB’S BREAKFAST WITH SANTAMENLO PARK LIONS CLUB’S BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Lions Club provides free holiday gifts to the children and 
Santa Hats to all the gusts who participates in this event. 

The event was attended by District Governor Lion Varsha 
Naik, Vice District Governor Lion Kash Delory, Councilman Ajay 
Patil and the Police Officers from Edison Police Department. 
Lion Varsha was instrumental for starting this project seven 
years ago. This event is always fun for all. It gives opportunity 
to the children to meet and spend time with Santa while 
parents remain busy in capturing their children’s joy.  

Menlo Park Lion’s and Leo’s contribution always make this 
event successful and cheerful. 

MMenlo Park Lions Club of District 16J hosted their seventh 
annual event “Breakfast with Santa” on December 
4th, 2021, at Minnie B Veal community center. Edison 

Police Department and Menlo Park Leo Club supported and 
actively participated in the event. Menlo Park Lions Club 
donated the toys to the toy drive “Toys for Tots” organized by 
Edison Police Department.

“Breakfast with Santa” is Menlo Park Lions Club’s fund-
raising signature project. The funds generated from this 
event are used for charitable causes. This holiday celebration 
spreads joy and puts smile on everyone’s face. Menlo Park 
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MENLO PARK LEO CLUB

IInternational Leo Day occurred on December 5th. The 
Menlo Park Leo club was able to celebrate this incredible 
day, in person, after having many months filled with virtual 

fundraisers and other service projects. The club was honored 
to have Leo Advisor 16 J Ezio Bustamante and District Governer 
Lion Varsha Naik in attendance. They gave Leos important 
remarks about Leadership and their jobs as the future leaders of 
Lions Club, information that these Leos will hold with them for 
the rest of their lives.

The meeting began with a call to order by Leo President, 
Saanvi Naik, followed by the saying of the Pledge of Allegiance, 
led by Leo Secretary Kimaya Sondurkar. President Saanvi Naik, 
recognized the dignitaries who were present, Leo Advisor Ezio 
Bustamante and District Governer Lion Varsha Naik.

The board members of the Menlo Park Leo Club spoke 
about their past experiences in the club, along with their role 
in the various activities. President Saanvi presented a brief 
slide presentation about the many successful events and 
charity activities that the Menlo Park Leo club took part in. 
Vice President, Leo Rishita Dasgupta spoke about how the 
Leo Club has greatly impacted her as a person altogether. Leo 
Kimaya Sondurkar, Secretary of the club, described how even in 
her short amount of time in the club, she was able to create a 
more dynamic change in the community then she ever believed. 
Treasurer, Leo Pragya Pandey, spoke about the many fundraising 
and volunteer opportunities she participated in during her time 
in the club.

One member of the Menlo Park Leo Club, Humnah 
Poonawala, was fortunate enough to attend the Regional 
Lions Leadership Institute, RLLI. At the International Leo Day 
celebration, she spoke about the many public speaking skills 

LEO DAY CELEBRATIONLEO DAY CELEBRATION

she gained from the institute. She mentioned how she became a 
great deal more confident after attending.

The new members of the Leo club were formally inducted 
at this event, as they were not able to have the ceremony due 
to Covid-19 restrictions. Some Leos were also given the Leo 
Membership growth award for the month of October as they 
were able to bring in three or more new Leos to the club. The 
Menlo Park Leo club advisor, Pranali Patil was presented an 
award to recognize all of the incredible opportunities she has 
been able to give the Leos in the club. These awards were 
presented to the recipients by Leo Advisor, Ezio Bustamante.

The day ended with District Governer Lion Varsha Naik and 
Menlo Park Leo Club Advisor, Lion Pranali Patil, discussing new 
project ideas with the Leos there, such as a band and various 
types of fundraisers. The Leos plan on continuing the amazing 
work that they have accomplished into the new year of service.
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GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB

IIf you were in the vicinity of the Gloucester City High School 
cafeteria on Sunday, November 14, 2021, you were greeted by a 
delicious aroma.  It was the inviting smell of the Gloucester City 

Lions Club Pancake Breakfast cooks working to fill their many orders 
that morning.  The breakfast was staffed by the Club members and 
assisted by Leo Club members.  PCC Dayl was in charge of the whole 
project.  

Here is a listing of the donations that made the Breakfast such a 
success:  Empire Diner (2), Ben’s Barbers, Community Chiropractic, 
Carr’s Hardware, Esti Jewelers (2), J C Nails (2), Jacquelines Pizza, 
Baile Family (2), Duffy’s Dilks Family (3), Towne Beauty Shop, 
Sunshine Flowers (2), Canals (2), Anyzek (3), Wojtkowiak Family, 
Arts Deli (2), Gloucester Liquors, Anonymous, and Jason Fanning 
(2), Donna Freidel.

As you can see, a lot of people and businesses in the Gloucester 
City area appreciate good pancakes and also acknowledge by 
their patronage the various projects that their Lions Club run.  
This latest endeavor served 331 breakfasts and made $4,022 for 
the club.  Good people making good food resulted in success all 
around and permits the club to continue their work of community 
involvement.

GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB PANCAKE BREAKFASTGLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB PANCAKE BREAKFAST

From left to the right, PRC Min Elders, Linda Baile, 2VDG Donna Freidel, 
President Talbot Kramer, Diane Wojtkowiak.

From left to the right John Theckston, Jamie Magee, Larry Porter, Mayor 
Dayl Baile, Arvin Skramsted, President Chris Garrity, Zack, and Pat Keating.

From left to the right, Chris, Mayor Dayl Baile, Samantha Baile and Linda 
Baile.

From left to the right, Pat Keating, Zach, 2VDG Donna Freidel, President 
Talbot Kramer

President Chris Garrity’ family

Ben Bruno’ family

CS Terry Rosiak’s family

Matthew Wojtkowiak’s family
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TThe Gloucester City Lions Club gathered at 6:30 PM on 
Tuesday, December 21, 2021, at Vitale’s Italian Bistro 
located at 842 9th Street in Gloucester City, New Jersey for 

their Christmas Dinner.
Yes, it is the Christmas season and having dinner together 

with friends is always a joyous occasion.  This season is a little 
different.  With the Covid 19 virus impacting all our lives, getting 
together with our friends feels extra special.  

There were 29 members including wives present at the 
affair.  These are the people who like all of us deal with the 

THE GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB THE GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB 
CHRISTMAS DINNERCHRISTMAS DINNER

From left to right, John Dennery, Dawn Dennery, ED Hutchinson, Diane 
Wojtkowiak, Barbara Hutchison, Matthew Wojtkowiak.

From left to right, Mark Ford, Jaunice Dilks,  PRC Jack Hughes,  Bill Dilks, 
Harvey Garrison, Arvin Skramstad, Joyce Skramstad. Debbie Garrison.

From top to left to right, John Thomson, Linda Baile, Mayor Dayl Baile, 
Lori Theckston, John Theckston.  From left to right, Pat Thomson, Sam 
Costanzo, Patricia Anyzek, Ed Anyzek. From left to right, PCS Ted Howarth,  Ben Bruno, Kim Hubbs, PRC Min 

Elders, Jason Fanning, his girlfriend,

present situation, but still 
stay involved with the Lions 
organization.  They don’t leave 
their commitment to the club 
and community at home.  They 
continue to work on the various 
Lions projects.

A good time was had by all 
with wishes for a happy Christmas, good health and a great New 
Year being exchanged. 
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GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB

LLinda Baile, the Gloucester City Lions Club Sight Chairperson 
had her hands full starting on Monday, December 6, 2021.  
Her hands would continue to be very busy through Thursday, 

December 9, 2021.  Linda was at the Cold Spring Elementary 
School in Gloucester City in charge of the eye screening for 
prekindergarten through third grade students.

The first day of the screening 195 kids were checked, the next 
day 235 were examined.  The screening continued Wednesday 
and Thursday until a total of about 800 children were checked.  
Linda thanked all the participants who helped with the testing.

For one individual, Carol Rucci, the screening nurse, this was 
a special occasion.  She has assisted in the sight program since 
the project started and she is retiring this month.  To honor 
her for all the effort she gave to the screening, flowers and our 
heart-felt thanks were offered.   We will miss her. 

Once again, the Lions Club steps forward to assist their 
community. From left to right,  Adam Straga, John Theckston, Arvin Skramstad, Nicholas 

Knestaut, Linda Baile is sitting.

THE GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB EYE SCREENINGTHE GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB EYE SCREENING

From top to left to right, John Theckston, Arvin Skramstad, . From left to 
right, Matthew Wojtkowiak, PCS Ted Howarth, Linda Baile.

From left to right, John Theckston, Linda Baile, John Dennery. PCS Ted 
Howarth is sitting.

Where There's a Need, There's a LionWhere There's a Need, There's a Lion



“WE SERVE”VOLUME 2022 PAGE 9

MD-16



“WE SERVE”PAGE 10 VOLUME 2022

DISTRICT 16-N

Dear Fellow Lions of District 16-N,
As we come to the end of another calendar year, please consider a personal and/or club donation to LCIF.  For the 

2021 tax year, the IRS is allowing taxpayers to apply up to 100% of their Adjusted Gross Income for qualified contributions. 
The taxpayer must choose to take the new limit. Donations are usually limited to 20% to 60% of AGI so this is a huge tax 
advantage.  Also, for 2021, you can deduct cash donations up to $600 even if you do not itemize. 

Please check with your tax preparer for more information and clarification of these new rules. Take advantage of these 
regulations to benefit yourself and Lions Clubs International Foundation. Every dollar benefits our communities. Remember 
donating is easy, you can donate using a credit card at this link: www.lcif.org/donate.

With the recent tornadoes in Kentucky and Tennessee and Typhoon Rai in the Philippines, your donation to disaster 
relief will provide continuing needed services to these areas.

You can send a check to LCIF, payable to LCIF.  Mail to: 
Lions Clubs International Foundation, Department 4547, Carol Stream, IL 60122-4547 USA.

You can also text your donation:
Text “LCIF” to 888-801-5959. More info here: https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/

connecting-in-crisis 
Online pledge forms are available with the option for making a recurring gift: https://lionsclubs.jotform.

com/90524105483149

LCIF also has a Legacy Program so if you would like to plan for the future, please contact us for further details on this 
program. Also, you can check some information at https://lcif.myplannedgift.org/legacy-society

We wish you a very Happy Holiday season and hope that you enjoy your friends and family. Thank you for all that you do 
to support Lions and our Foundation.

 
Lion Winster D. Ceballos, PCC
LCIF District Coordinator, District 16-N
lcif@lionwinster.com

Lion Jack Romano, PCC
LCIF District Coordinator, District 16-N
mrzip6104@yahoo.com

http://www.lcif.org/donate
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/connecting-in-crisis
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/connecting-in-crisis
https://lionsclubs.jotform
https://lcif.myplannedgift.org/legacy-society
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MIDLAND PARK LIONS CLUB

STEP FOR BETTER WORLD STEP FOR BETTER WORLD 
LEO CLUB 16 J -ANNUAL TURKEY DRIVELEO CLUB 16 J -ANNUAL TURKEY DRIVE  

��hroughout the month of November, STEP For A 
Better World Leo Club held our Annual Turkey Drive 
for Anchor House (with the mission of providing 

shelter for homeless youth), Howard’s Healthy Choices, 
and Homefront (with the mission of breaking the cycle 
of poverty). These turkeys are going to give happy 
Thanksgivings to those who couldn’t have one before.  We 
collected 13 turkeys for this year’s turkey drive.  4 of those 
turkeys were for Anchor House and 4 for HomeFront and 5 
to Howard’s Healthy Choices.  Howard’s Healthy Choices is 
a social service agency, “We serve through our afterschool 
and summer programs 60 students, to create an intimate 
learning environment for students, different then their 
overcrowded classrooms.

DISTRICT 16-J

TThe Borough of Midland Park held its “annual” Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony at the town hall parking lot on Friday 
evening December 3, 2021 after cancelling this event last 

year due to the pandemic.  Normally, various town organizations 
participate in celebrating the official holiday kick off with the tree 
lighting; however, there were some changes this year.  Although 
there were 360 cups of hot chocolate served, all cookies and 
candy canes distrusted were individually wrapped, as is necessary 
during these times.  Fresh cookies and hot dogs were not allowed 
to be served this year.

Town organizations participating included some members of 
the Borough Council, The Midland Park Ambulance Corps, The 
Midland Park-Wyckoff Rotary Club and The Midland Park Lions 
Club, The Midland Park Volunteer Fire Company, all contributing 
to a fun-filled event.

The Highland School band and chorus provided holiday 
musical selections.

The Midland Park Lions Club and the Midland Park-Wyckoff 
Rotary Club provided different flavors of candy canes. Fitness 19, 
a local gym, staffed an informational booth.  The children’s train 
ride once again provided fun and merriment for kids of all ages.

The highlight of the event was the arrival of that jolly old man 
himself, Santa Claus! 

This event is sponsored each year by the Midland Park 
Recreation Department.  Kathy LaMonte the recreation 
department director stated, “This was a great crowd, especially 
since we were not able to hold this event last year.”

Happy Holidays from the Borough of Midland Park and the 
Midland Park Lions Club!

 MIDLAND PARK CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING MIDLAND PARK CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

Register  Now

https://lcicon.lionsclubs.org/?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=CON_EN_LCICon_Early%20Pricing%20Extension%20Update&utm_medium=email
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DISTRICT 16-L

December 1, 2021

Dear Lions and Lions Clubs,
The Lions District 16L Charitable Foundation is looking for your help so that we can continue to support the 
important work of Lions Clubs in our District. 
In the past year alone, we have awarded grants to the Eatontown Lions Club and the Toms River Lions Club 
to help fund special playgrounds designed to provide accessibility to all children, including those with special 
needs. “Helping those children who cannot enjoy the standard playground, regardless of their disability, is 
a heart-warming way to serve. Every child should be able to play with friends outside! As a parent, I cannot 
think of a better way to help our communities.” 2VDG Donna Freidel.

Eye screenings continue to be an essential service that our Lions provide. As our Kids Sight USA Chair, Lion 
Lois Kelly has said, “For me, the eye screening of children is the thing I love most about being a Lion. The 
interaction with young children is fun and at the same time, I have the personal satisfaction of knowing that I 
can literally change a child's life… We have the ability to change the trajectory of children's lives in a positive 
direction. A win/win for all!” The Foundation has helped with this important work by purchasing vision 
screening equipment and paying for their maintenance contracts. 

Eyeglass recycling is another traditional way for Lions to serve and the Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center (LERC) 
is integral to that. “I think that when most people think of Lions, they think of eyeglass collection! I know 
that whenever someone learns I am a Lion, the first thing they ask is, can you use my old eyeglasses? And I 
am happy to say, yes, we can!” Lion Tal Kramer, President, Clayton-Glassboro Lions Club. Thus, when a new 
forklift was needed to keep the workers at LERC safe, the Foundation was happy to award a grant toward the 
purchase. 

We know that there are many organizations seeking your financial support this year, but we ask that when 
considering where to donate, you include the 16L Lions Charitable Foundation. Every dollar donated will be 
used to support projects important to the Lions mission of serving others. Donations can be made payable to 
Lions District 16L Charitable Foundation and sent to the address below.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Best wishes for a happy, healthy holiday.

Yours in Service,

Dave Skrivanek, 
PDG Dave Skrivanek, Foundation President

    WeWe      ServeServe
            Lions District 16-L Charitable Foundation
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Fellow Lion,

OOn Friday, December 10, a rare, late-season series 
of tornadoes battered portions of the Southern 

and Midwestern United States, leaving dozens dead, 
many others injured, and major devastation in countless 
communities. 
When a humanitarian crisis of this magnitude strikes, we, 
as Lions, are ready to help. Right beside us is Lions Clubs 
International Foundation (LCIF), our global foundation. LCIF 
quickly responded and awarded Emergency grant funding 
to allow Lions in the affected communities to respond to 
urgent needs of the victims. 
You can help. Your generous donation to LCIF’s disaster 
relief fund will help deliver further funds to families 
impacted by the devastation.
 
Thank you for your kindness and for working together with 
LCIF to rebuild lives.

Sincerely,
Dr. Jung-Yul Choi
LCIF Chairperson

WAYNE LIONS RAFFLE TICKETSWAYNE LIONS RAFFLE TICKETS

TThe Wayne Lions Club is holding a Raffle at the beginning 
of February. Below are the options if you are interested in 

buying some.

Buy 1: Cost it $10
Buy 2: Cost is $20
Buy 3: Cost is $30 but you get a 1 additional ticket for free.
Buy 4: Cost is $40 but you get 2 additional tickets for free.
Buy 5: Cost is $50 but you get 3 additional tickets for free.

There will be:
2 - $500 Winners
3 -  $100 Winners
10 - $50 Winners
10 - $20 Winners

Your choice of Gift Cards to your Favorite Restaurant of 
Merchant will be given since the State will not allow us to 
give Cash.

IF INTERESTED PLEASE SEND CHECKS TO:
Louis D. Corsaro

19 Orange Road • West Milford N.J. 07480

WAYNE LIONS CLUB

WWayne and West Milford clubs hold a joint meeting.  
In attendance were Gov Marie and 1st VG Kam.

WAYNE AND WEST MILFORD LIONS CLUB
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Dear Friends,

YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE!
Stories like Mallory’s inspire us every day and demonstrate 
the life-changing impact of cornea transplantation. For 
almost 65 years, Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley (LEBDV) 
has helped coordinate tens of thousands of successful 
transplant surgeries for babies like Mallory as well as 
individuals from all walks of life.

While the last two years have affected each of us in 
unimaginable ways, we are constantly reminded by 
families who have been impacted by cornea donation and 
transplantation that life is precious and there is so much to 
be thankful for. We at LEBDV are grateful and humbled every 
day for the support and advocacy from people like you who 
have entrusted us to be stewards of this most treasured gift.

I am proud to report that even during the height of a global pandemic, LEBDV continued to meet the need 
of every transplant tissue request. When elective surgeries were restricted in our region, LEBDV ensured 
that every emergency case and every gratis tissue request was fulfilled successfully. Additionally, when the 
local need was met and we were able to help, LEBDV supported mission trips to impoverished populations 
suffering from high rates of blindness and visual disability.

What better way to end the year, than to know that LEBDV will continue to provide sight restoration 
programs for people in our community like Mallory?

Everyone deserves to see the beauty this world has to offer. Every financial contribution, regardless of 
size, will change the life of someone who would otherwise live in darkness. By helping us help others, 
together, we are providing hope with this life-changing gift, one person at a time.

Wishing you and your families a warm and peaceful holiday season.

With my sincere appreciation,

Jim Quirk
President and Chief Executive Officer
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WEST NEW YORK LEONES CUBANOS DE HUDSON

TThe West New York Leones Cubanos de Hudson celebrated this Christmas/
Holiday season in style at their annual Christmas Party held at the Fiesta in 
Wood Ridge on Saturday December 4 2021.  Coming out of the pandemic 

this club remains active in the Hispanic Communities of North Bergen, Union City, 
West New York and Guttenberg.  The West New Your Club is also the home club of 
District Governor 16-N Marie Nieto.
There was a special appearance by Santa and Mrs. Clause, who helped all those 
attending get into the holiday spirit.

Merry Christmas, Feliz Navidad, Happy New Year and Prospero Año Nuevo 2022!

WELCOME IN THE HOLIDAY SEASONWELCOME IN THE HOLIDAY SEASON

Santa and Mrs. Clause.

CC Armando Guerra, DG Marie and PDG 
Jose Nieto. PDG's Nancy Jakubczyk, Ruth Molenaar, Linda Banks, Lion Andrea and 2nd. VDG John Carroll.

DG Marie Nieto and Lion Andrea Carroll by Raffle Baskets. Lions Erlinda Rodriguez, President Nikki Mederos and DG Marie Nieto.

Lions, Friends and Family celebrating.
Lions Sandra Paz, Ruth Molenaar, Nikki Mede-
ros, friend Lisa Ramirez and DG Marie Nieto.



“WE SERVE”VOLUME 2022 PAGE 17

SADDLE RIVER VALLEY LIONS CLUB

IIn response to the pandemic, the Saddle River Valley Loins 
Club now meets at Houlihan’s on Rt. 17 North in Ramsey 
N.J.  The SRV Lions Club cover the towns of Saddle River, 

Upper Saddle River, Ramsey and Allendale N.J.  
At this meeting District Governor Marie Nieto 16-N 

conducted her official governor visit and addressed the 
goings on within the district and internationally within our 
Association.  DG Marie thanked the club for inviting her to visit.

She was accompanied by PCC Jack Romano, no stranger to 
this club, who spoke about upcoming Lions events and LCIF 
Campaign 100.

King Lion Mark Stephan announced that the Annual Carnival 

SADDLE RIVER VALLEY LIONS MOVESADDLE RIVER VALLEY LIONS MOVE
TO NEW MEETING PLACETO NEW MEETING PLACE

which was cancelled in 2020 and 2021due to Covid-19 will be 
held in 2022 at Lions Park in Upper Saddle River N.J.  The 
carnival is a great event and a fun way to get to meet this 
club and support their activities. Specific information about 
the SRV Lions Carnival will be forthcoming as planning for this 
event continues.

In addition, two prospective members attended this 
meeting to hear about Lionism and the work this clubs does 
in their communities.

King Lion Mark and Secretary Lion Bob May thanked both 
SDG Marie and PCC Jack for offering their insights on the 
current status of Lionism.

OOn Saturday, October 2, 2021 from 9:00 to 11 AM nine members from the Gloucester City Lions Club cleaned up the 
jogging track area that included the Lions Rest Stop. The Club selected the section in the middle of the jogging track as 
their part for the community cleanup day. The Lions Rest Stop area has a particular meaning for the Club. It is known 

as the “Thompson’s Oval”, an area of 4,000 square feet built in an oval shape with park benches, shrubbery and flag poles 
surrounding it.  It was originated by the club’s past president, Charles Thompson.  So, by trimming bushes, raking leaves, 
pruning trees and removing any litter from the jogging track and rest area, the club  works to maintain Mr. Thompson’s desire 
to give this beautiful spot to his community. 

GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB

GLOUCESTER CITY CLEANUP DAYGLOUCESTER CITY CLEANUP DAY

PCC/PDG Dayl Baile, Mayor Patrick Keating, Bowie Jonson, Arvin 
Skramstad, Harvey Garrison, Sam Costanzo. front Left right : Jack 
Hughes, Linda Baile.

Sam Costanzo, Jack Hughes, Linda Baile, PRC Min Elders, PCC/PDG 
Dayl Baile, Arvin Skramstad,  Harvey Garrison.
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LIONS DISTRICT 16-J CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
Sweetheart Charity Dinner Dance

FUNdraiser 

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, April 23, 2022

6:00 PM- 10:00 PM

Knights of Columbus 2061
Victorian Hall

775 Washington Road, Parlin NJ 08859

$75 p/p - Buffet Style Dinner, Music with Dancing 
Open Bar, 50/50 Rafle, Tricky Tray 
For more information or questions please contact 

Lion Dawn Marie Kosobucki, PDG at 732-234-3932 
or email dawniere@optonline.net  (Charity Dinner/Dance in subject line) 

Thank you for your continued support of the 
Lions District 16-J Charitable Foundation
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FOR BELMONT’S MADDIE BABCOCK, FOR BELMONT’S MADDIE BABCOCK, 
THE POOL IS ‘THE ONE PLACE WHERE I DON’T FEEL BLIND’THE POOL IS ‘THE ONE PLACE WHERE I DON’T FEEL BLIND’

WWhen Belmont’s Maddie Babcock 
is churning up chlorine in the 
50-yard freestyle and 100 

breaststroke at Friday’s Division 2 state 
championship meet, her mother, Jill, and 
coach, Doug Curtin, will be positioned at 
each end of the pool.

They’ll both be designated “tappers,” 
holding telescoping metal rods with 
buoys attached at the end. As Babcock 
approaches the wall, the tappers will 
touch the senior swimmer with the buoy 
to let her know it’s time for a flip turn. 
Maddie’s trusted service dog, Enzo the 
yellow Labrador Retriever, will be nestled 
within the Belmont team on the pool deck 
at Boston Sports Institute in Wellesley. 
Enzo doesn’t like the water. Babcock can’t 
get enough of it.

Babcock is legally blind. She has a 
condition called aniridia, a rare genetic 
eye disorder in which the colored part of 
the eye, the iris, is gone. Babcock only has 
limited light perception in her right eye, 
and her left eye can only perceive large 
shapes and colors.

When Babcock steps to the block 
Friday, she’ll be the third adaptive 
swimmer (i.e. a swimmer with a visual or 
mobility impairment) ever to compete at 
a Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association state competition. In doing so, 
she’ll be an advocate for future adaptive 
athletes, continuing her quest to qualify 
for the 2024 Paralympics in Paris.

“It’s cool when people see me race, or 
see me practicing and may not know that 
I’m blind,” said Babcock, who recognizes 
she might be the first blind person most 
strangers have ever met. “Just because I 
have a disability doesn’t mean I can’t swim 
and be part of my high school team.

“It’s kind of like if you were looking 
through milk,” Babcock said of her vision.

Babcock grew up with a pool in her 
backyard, and started swimming as 
a toddler. Swimming provided a safe, 
competitive environment where Babcock 
didn’t require major assistance. She joined 
the Belmont Aquatics club team at age 7.

“I fell in love with the water,” Babcock 
said. “It’s the one place where I don’t feel 
blind.” Most adaptive swimmers require 
their own lanes. Babcock does not. That 
made for an easy transition to the high 
school team at Belmont.

Babcock’s mother says her daughter is 
thrilled to swim alongside her classmates.

“Maddie has gained so much from being 
on the high school team,” Jill Babcock said. 
“The socialization is the best part . . . It’s 
not, ‘Maddie’s blind.’ It’s just Maddie.”

Belmont senior captain Alexandra 
Zarkadas has known Babcock since their 
days together at Wellington Elementary 
School. From navigating schoolwork to 
relays, Zarkadas says Babcock’s resilience 
and confidence has been inspiring.

“I’ve always really admired how Maddie 
goes about her day,” Zarkadas said. “I’ve 
always really looked up to her. I find it 
really amazing that she’s able to swim.”

Since she was 12, Babcock has been 
attending weekly sessions with Adaptive 
Sports New England, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to increasing 
participation in sports for youth with visual 
or mobility impairments. The organization 
was founded by Joe Walsh, a two-time 
Paralympian in cross-country skiing and 
former Managing Director of Paralympics 
for the United States Olympic Committee.

Almost every weekend, Babcock teams 
with her two Paralympic coaches. Michael 
Prout, now the women’s swimming coach 
at Simmons University, won two medals, 
including a gold, at the 2004 Paralympic 
Games in Athens. Anna Johannes won 
a bronze medal in the 2012 Paralympic 
Games in London.

Maddie Babcock gets ready for a swim 
workout as her seeing eye dog, Enzo, rests 
on the pool deck. continue next page...
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“They know what it’s like swimming with 
a disability, and they’ve been teammates 
with swimmers who are blind,” Babcock 
said. 

Walsh started Adaptive Sports New 
England in 2013. He, too, is visually 
impaired.

While high school practices are great, 
much of the teaching happens through 
a “watch and learn” approach. Girls such 
as Babcock need different instruction, 
like having a coach show her a motion by 
moving her arm for her.

“It’s easy for her not to get as much 
benefit out of a [high school] practice 
as her peers do,” said Walsh, a Braintree 
native.

Walsh approached the MIAA in 2013 
with a proposal for an adaptive program. 
He drew on his Paralympic experience 
to craft standards for sectional and state 
qualification for adaptive swimmers 
in three events: the 50 freestyle, 100 
freestyle, and 100 breaststroke.

“It was not a hard sell, but it was 
important to create the structure,” Walsh 

Maddie Babcock has had no trouble adjusting to high school competition.

said. Adaptive athletes can qualify for 
open competition in other events if they 
achieve the qualifying times. The adaptive 
program, however, gives athletes such as 
Babcock a better chance to compete in the 
postseason.

Before Babcock, Cailin Currie, a 2017 
Essex Tech grad and Elise Morley, a 
2019 grad of Norton High, competed as 
adaptive swimmers at states. Currie swam 
at the 2016 Paralympics in Rio de Janeiro 
and the Tokyo Games this summer, and 
Morely has represented Team USA in the 
Parapan American Games.

While Babcock has a dream of 
competing for Team USA in the 
Paralympics, she has plenty more goals to 
accomplish in the short term. She hopes 
to swim at the varsity level in college 
while getting a degree in sociology. After 
that, she’ll take aim at law school, hoping 
to become an attorney that specializes in 
disability rights.

Before all that, however, she’ll be on the 
blocks Friday, competing with her peers at 
the state level. While it’s just another race 
for a veteran swimmer, Babcock knows 
she has a platform to help show what 
adaptive athletes can achieve.

“We don’t really focus a lot in society 
about how disabled people can do the 
same things [as everyone else],” Babcock 
said. “It’s kind of a cool opportunity that 
I have.”

��he winners of MDL 16 Peace Poster contest.  
The children listed below put a lot of time 
and effort into their drawings and are to be 

congratulated on their interpretation and work.

1st Place - Alex Bransce, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
School, Grade 8 West Berlin Lions Club.

2nd Place - Sophia King, Carl W. Gioetz middle 
School, Grade 8, Toms River Lions Club.

DISTRICT 16-L

PEACE POSTER WINNERSPEACE POSTER WINNERS
3rd Place - Daisy Ramos, 
Memorial Middle School, Grade 
7, Eatontown Lions Club.

Honorable Mentions:
Peyton Emmertz, Samuel S. Yellin 
School, Grade 6,j Laurel Springs Lions Club.

Ava Fields, Southern Regional Middle School, Grade 
7, Stafford Township Lions Club.
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TThe second themed District 16-N Cabinet Meeting held 
on Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11, 2021 honored two veteran’s 
programs as well as the traditional Charitable Foundation 

and Peace Poster presentations.
Dionisio Cucuta Jr, “Dion” to his friends, served in the United 

Stated Marine Corps from 1977 to 1983.  He was a cook while 
on active duty and turned this into his passion as a chef in many 
New York City restaurants.  Feeding people is his mission and has 
turned this passion into a weekly project, Table to Table Tuesdays 
operating out of 78 Church St., Teaneck N.J., distributing meal 
kits to those in need.

In 2010, Chef Dion started Culinary Cadets, an after-school 
program teaching scratch cooking skills to children.  This youth 
program also points children “in the right direction” according 
to Dion, by providing a life skill everyone needs.

He also started the Disabled Combat Veterans Program 
(DCVYP), which is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that aims to 
support local families in need through curbside food distribution 
and hot dinner deliveries, as well as running mentorship 
programs to support local youth. 

“Our mission is to provide our youth with a community of 
male and female role models who listen, accept and encourage 
them to become good men and women. We give boys and girls 

DISTRICT 16-N SALUTES VETERANS, DISTRICT 16-N SALUTES VETERANS, 
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION AND PEACE POSTER ARTISTSCHARITABLE FOUNDATION AND PEACE POSTER ARTISTS

the opportunity to make conscious choices about what kind of 
men and women they want to become. We offer hope, support 
and guidance on their path to adulthood,” - Dion Cucuta, 
FOUNDER

To learn more about these programs please contact Dion at 
201-315-5618 or at cucutad@hotmail.com.

Continuing with honoring those who served was Community 
Hope, represented by Executive Director Carmine V. Deo. “Our 
mission is helping individuals, including veterans, and their 
families, overcome mental illness, addiction, homelessness and 
poverty by providing housing and support services. Since 1985, 
we have provided housing, basic essentials, vital services and 
restored hope to thousands!”  Programs include Transitional 
Housing, Clinical and Bridge Housing, permanent housing for 
homeless veterans, Supportive Services for Veteran Families all 
with a focus on providing for the mental and physical wellness of 
veterans.  Community Hope serves all of New Jersey, and Eastern 
Pennsylvania. 

Program candidates are Veteran households earning low 
or no income, those currently homeless or facing eviction 
or imminent risk of becoming homeless.  Veterans with a 
dishonorable discharge or bad conduct discharge from a court-
martial are NOT eligible for these programs.

2nd Place: Ian Kim, Ramapo Ridge MS, Saddle River Valley, Mark Stephan. 
Pres.

1st Place: Kayza Boutista Franklin WILLIAMS MS, Hudson City Lions, Ruth 
Molenaar, Pres. This was also our People’s Choice Award winner. 

continue next page...



“WE SERVE”PAGE 22 VOLUME 2022

DISTRICT 16-N

For further information on Community Hope please contact 
Carmine Deo at 973-444-4083 or at cdeo@communityhope-nj.
org.  The program is located at 959 Route 46 East, Parsippany 
N.J. 07054.

Lions District 16-N Charitable Foundation President and 
Trustee Mario Rossellini gave a brief history of the Foundation 
and its support of over $800K in grants distributed since 1971.  
Trustees PDG Jose Nieto, and Buddy Casillo spoke about the 
upcoming Charity Ball and Governor’s Testimonial to DG Marie 
Nieto.  This will be at The Fiesta on Saturday April 2, 2022 so 
SAVE THE DATE!  PCC Jack Romano spoke about purchasing Ball 
tickets and the Ad Journal.  He also stated that all clubs and 
some individual Lions throughout MD-16 have received their 
Nifty 50/50 tickets which helps raise funds for grants.

The highlight of the evening is the Peace Poster contest 
and judging.  This year’s judges were Lion SuzAnne Pacala, a 
professional artist and art teacher, and Nancy & Lou Mercurio, 
owners of Mercurio Design.  Lion SuzAnne honored our late 
Peace Poster King Bill Francis who recently passed away.  She also 
mentioned that our former Peace Poster Queen Rose Stigliano 
sends greetings and wishes she could be with us at this event.

First Place District 16-N winner was Kayza Boutista a student 
at the Franklin Williams Middle School, sponsored by the Jersey 
City/Hudson City Lions Club.  This was also our People’s Choice 
Award winner. This will be judged along with the winning 
posters from Districts 16-J and L, to move on to the International 
competition level.

Second Place District 16-N winner was Ian Kim sponsored 
by the Saddle River Valley Lions Club.  He is a student at the 
Ramapo Ridge Middle School in Mahwah N.J. 

The Third Place District 16-N winner was Minaal Abid, a 
student at the Roy W. Brown Middle School, sponsored by the 
Bergenfield Lions Club.

New for this year is the “People’s Choice” Award.  Instead 
of the professional judges granting an Honorable Mention, this 

year Chair Lion Suzanne decided to let the Lions have a voice by 
selecting their choice in the style of a tricky tray. The poster with 
the most tickets was the People’s Choice.  The Lions agreed with 
the judges and selected the First-Place poster as the People’s 
Choice Awardee.

Continuing with her tutorials on Juvenile Diabetes, Chair 
Barbara Corsaro distributed a questionnaire asking which item 
has the highest carb count.  In the section: 1 cup ice cream, 1 
chocolate chip cookie, 1 brownie, the answer was the ice cream.  
And just as Lion Barbara gave the answer, the one cup of ice 
cream dessert (as if on que) was served!

PCC/State Advisor Mahesh Chitnis gave a brief overview of 
items pertinent to MD-16 as well as the ongoing Reginal Lions 
Leadership Institute (RLLI) training.

Thanks to Don Cucuta, Carmine Deo, our Peace Poster judges, 
and all our guest for making this a most informative meeting.

3rd Place: Minaal Abid, Roy W. Brown MS, Bergenfield Lions, Bruce 
VanTassel, Pres.

CLOSTER LIONS CLUB

CLOSTER LIONS HOLD HOLIDAY LUNCHEONCLOSTER LIONS HOLD HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

TThe Closter Lions Club held a Holiday Luncheon for its members and guests on Sunday December 
5, 2021 at the Buon Gusto Ristorante in Closter N.J. Many members attended as this was the 
first event in a long time for this club, who is active in the Northern Valley communities of 

Bergen County.
King Lion Rick Strepparava and partner-in-service Lion Karen were the hosts for this event.   Club dignitaries attending included 
Closter Mayor the Honorable John Glidden.
Also attending was invited guest PCC Jack Romano who gave the club a stats report on our Association, and potential new 
member who is a business owner within the borough.
King Lion Rich stated that he was happy to see everyone in one place and in person to celebrate the holiday season.
This club is looking forward to 2022 in resuming their Pancake Breakfast at Northern Valley Regional High School, Demarest NJ.  
The exact date will be announced sometime in January 2022, as well as other activities curtailed by the pandemic.
Here’s hoping for a successful 2022.
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TThe regular meeting of the Gloucester City Lions Club 
gathered at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, 16 November 2021 at 
Vitale’s Restaurant with 22 members present.

 Two guests were introduced at the meeting.  They were 
Leo Club President Danaka Bennett and Leo Advisor 
Rachel Gorman.  The work that the Leo Club does was also 
discussed.  That work included eyeglass collection, the town 
Easter Egg Hunt, Trunk Trick or Treat at Halloween and other 
Leo activities that the president and advisor feel would be 
productive activities for the club.

 The work of the Leo Club continues and the Gloucester 
City Club will continue to sponsor their involvement.

IIt seemed like a regular Gloucester City Lions Club meeting 
on Tuesday, 5 October 2021 with 21 members present at 
Vitale’s Restaurant.  It was not just a regular meeting.

A special person was being acknowledged at this meeting.  
That person was Barbara Sacchetti.  She was the Leo Club 
Advisor for the last 15 years and has earned the respect and 
appreciation of every lion in the club.

Here are just a few of the many activities that Barbara 
has coordinated:  Gloucester City Clean Up Day, Toys for 
Tots, Ronald McDonald, Wreaths Across America, Eye Glass 
Screenings, and Eyeglass Recycling.  When asked to choose 
one project that she was most proud of, she selected the 
fundraiser she organized to help a family in Puerto Rico that 
had suffered hurricane damage to their home while their son 
was being treated at the Ronald McDonald House in Camden.  
She mentioned their goal was $500 but in the end had raised 
over $1,200.00.

Barbara was always doing her best as a Leo Club Advisor.  
The Leo Club is a student run community service club that 
works in conjunction with the Gloucester City Lions Club.  
Their goals are to serve the school, city and community 
especially in the area of eye care.

That Tuesday in early October it was Barbara’s turn to 
step into the spotlight and be recognized for all the great 
things she accomplished at the Leo Club Advisor. Left to the right, President Chris Garrity, Barbara Sacchetti.

Left to the right, President Chris Garrity, Leo President Danaka 
Bennett.

CLUB MEETINGSCLUB MEETINGS
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Cross-Ocean Hand-in-Hand Online 
English Lessons and Discussions Program 

in Summer 2020 and 2021 
Julia Yi and Olivia Chen

Edison Metro Lion Clubs of District 16-J
in New Jersey, USA 

“There is nothing here but mountain 
views.” That’s an ironic statement from 
the villagers of the Dabie Mountains. 
Disconnected from the rapid economic 
developments in China, it is one of the 
country’s fourteen most poverty-stricken 
areas. Without the opportunities & 
resources available to students of larger 
cities, just imagine the challenges of 
getting into good colleges that people 
from these towns face! People from 
this disadvantaged region lack upward 
mobility both socially and economically. 
Even if given the opportunity to attend 
college, they might still be catching up 
with the rest of their classmates given 
the difference in language skills and world 
perspectives. 

What if someone opens a window of 
opportunity for them? 

Moving our attention towards the 
ocean, the fishing archipelago, Zhoushan, 
a thousand kilometers east of the Dabie 
Mountains, faces a similar situation. To 
the west of Zhoushan, the metro-city of 
Ningbo, connected by cross-ocean bridges, 
is rapidly developing. Meanwhile, the blue 
ocean and hundreds of smaller islands 
that make up Zhoushan are waiting to be 
developed. Migrant workers were brought 
to this area for construction projects or 

labor-intensive work in local factories. 
Most of them came from poor villages 
seeking better opportunities. In a country 
where the test scores in both school 
and the national college entrance exam 
determine one’s academic fate, they have 
high hopes for their children, who might 
become first-generation college students 
and break the cycle of poverty. But with 
limited, sometimes minimal educational 
and financial resources, families who 
immigrated from the poor rural areas to 
Zhoushan have very few ways to help their 
children. 

What if someone says, “Yes I care and 
I can help”? 

Half a world away, Edison Metro Lions 
Clubs (EMLC) former President Margaret 
Zhu and Lion Stanley Kong were struggling 
on a different issue in summer 2020: 
finding service projects for Leo members. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it has 
become extremely difficult to organize 
group service projects. Even outdoor public 
parks cannot coordinate service events. 
Luckily, Lions Club President Honglan 
Zheng and Lion Prof. Yanhong Jin came to 
the rescue. Their efforts connected us with 
a college students’ reading group from 
the Dabie Mountain region and Mingzhu 
Middle School for new immigrant families 
in Zhoushan. Our Leos stepped up and 
became online English language tutors in 
this culture exchange program. 

College students from the Dabie 
Mountain region were organized into 
three groups based on their English level. 

Typically, three to five students were 
paired with four Leos in a weekly Zoom 
session of an hour and a half, along with a 
Lion member or a Leo parent who oversaw 
the event. Participants from each side 
were asked to prepare PowerPoint slides 
on a topic of choice, including tourism, 
food culture, fitness & exercise, apparels, 
social media & celebrities, etc. The Leos 
had a great time learning about some 
parts of Chinese culture, as well as gaining 
confidence in presenting their own slides. 
Katherine Shi and Isabelle Qi, two of the 
younger Leos, both said, “Planning the 
lessons and teaching the student’s one 
on one was a great opportunity to build 
up confidence and communication skills.” 
Vanessa Gong, President of Somerset 
Leos Club, felt that the program was an 
unexpectedly rewarding experience. “Not 
only was I able to aid Chinese students, 
but I also gained valuable insight into 
the culture of China today. The weekly 
Saturday sessions were more like open 
group discussions rather than just English 
tutoring classes. I immensely enjoyed being 
a part of this summer program and felt that 
the two months went by in a flash!” 

In the case of the children from 
the families of migrant workers (“New 
Residents,” as the locals call them in a 
welcoming way), each Leo was paired 
with one or two middle school students 
ranging from sixth grade to ninth grade. 
Once a week, each team chatted in English 
through video chat for about an hour. The 
Leos made conversation about school 
life, weekly routines, reading stories, and 
playing vocabulary games. The Chinese 
students feel “grateful for the opportunity” 
and are “interested in learning more.” 
According to Rachel Ou, formal President 
of Somerset Leos Club, “teaching students 
in China has been a pleasure. Talking 
one-on-one and presenting slides in 
group lessons has allowed me to exercise 
my teaching and communication skills. 
Learning about a different culture and 
sharing one’s own has been an ultimately 
enriching and eye-opening experience.” 

Margot Furu Hu, coordinator for the 
Dabie Reading Group, commented that 
“this activity not only provided valuable 
opportunities to Chinese students with 
relatively limited educational resources, 
but also promoted cultural exchange 
between two nations.”

SERVICE STORY ABOUT EDISON METRO LIONS CLUBSERVICE STORY ABOUT EDISON METRO LIONS CLUB

continue next page...
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CCollaboration Works. Livingston 
Lions Club partnered with  Lions 
Club of Feasterville-Trevose, PA, 

we donated 3 pallets of Sanitizer’s, 
for their community project. 
Approximate qty was about 11,000 
bottles. Special Thanks to our Friends 
and Partners at Rainbow Heaven 
Distributors  in Edison New Jersey. 
Without their help and support we 
were not in to execute this project. 
They stored Donated Goods to us, and 
helped with their manpower to load-
and unload 14 pallets of Sanitizer’s. 
Special Thanks to President Sahil Saif 
from Feasterville Trevose Lions Club. 
Our Club president Mr. Kamlesh Patel 
and 1st Vice District governor also, 
did a great job in coordinating this 
great project.

As a vice academic director of Mingzhu 
Middle School, Ms. Hanye Zhang was 
appreciative of the opportunities brought 
by this program. “It allowed our students 
to have access to authentic American 
English and brought completely new 
perspectives to these young minds.” She 
hopes that the students gained more 
confidence to express themselves while 
enjoying the process. She also wishes for 
the two organizations to continue their 
partnership and benefitting younger 
generations. 

Can we continue the program and 
reach out to more families in need? 

In summer 2020, 18 Leos participated in 
the program, helping 17 middle schoolers 
of immigrant families and about 20 college 
students. These Leos accumulated about 
270 volunteer hours in total. All the Leos 
of EMLC and participating children and 
college students in China benefited from 
the program. 

With the support from Ms. Henye 

Zhang and Ms. Mingpu Lu, the vice 
academic director and chair of English 
Department at Mingzhu Middle School 
respectively, Lion Prof. Yanhong Jin and 
Lion Sophia Hu helped resume the program 
right after Independence Day in summer 
2021. A total of 21 Leos were paired with 
20 middle schoolers. Everyone is excited 
to make new friends, improve English 
proficiency, and learn about American and 
Chinese cultures. 

Lions Clubs’ motto “we serve” reminds 
us that there is a higher calling for all 
of us. Following the motto, we impact 
not only ourselves, but also people who 
are half a world away. EMLC intends to 
expand the summer program to children 
of the Lion families who may benefit from 
tutoring and potentially grow it into a 
year-round program. All the participating 
Leos enjoy the program and benefit from 
the program -- we serve, we impact, we 
thrive. 

Acknowledgement: 

We acknowledge the following 
participating Leos of EMLC: 18 Leos in 
Summer 2020 (Aaron Z., Avery C., Caroline 
O., Daniel Y., Emily M., Fiona F., Isabelle 
Q., Joshua Y., Julia Y., Katherine S., Livia K., 
Maria M., Olivia C., Rachel O., Sophia W., 
Tim P., Vanessa G., and Will S); and 21 Leos 
in Summer 2021 (Amanda S., Andrew Z., 
Anna Z., Avery C., Caden L., Christopher 
L., David L., Fiona X., Howard X., Isaac L., 
Isabelle Q., Jasmine W., Julia Y., Katherine 
S., Kristen L., Maria M., Michelle S., Olivia 
C., Sean L., Sophia W., and Vanassa G.). 

The authors thank Leos Livia K., 
Emily M. and Joshua Y. for their valuable 
contributions in crafting this news article.   

Their story is also futured at the 
International Lion Magazine: https://
lionmagazine.org/articles/reaching-
across-the-world/ It was written by the 
editor of the International Lion Magazine 
based on Julia and Olivia’s submission as 
well as the communications between the 
editor and two leos.

LIVINGSTON LIONS CLUB

LIVINGSTON LIONS CLUB PARTNERED LIVINGSTON LIONS CLUB PARTNERED 
WITH  LIONS CLUB OF FEASTERVILLE-TREVOSE, PAWITH  LIONS CLUB OF FEASTERVILLE-TREVOSE, PA

Thank you IPDG Nalit Patel for 
donating 3 pallets of hand sanitizers 
to Feasterville-Trevose Lions Club. Big 
thank you to IPDG Tom Vasek and my 
buddy and Lion William Reinsfelder for 

taking time out to load and drive back 
home. If anyone needs reach out to us 
using below link. 
http//:feastervilletrevoselions.org
(3) Sahil Saif | Facebook

https://lionmagazine.org/articles/reaching-across-the-world/
https://lionmagazine.org/articles/reaching-across-the-world/
https://lionmagazine.org/articles/reaching-across-the-world/
http://http//:feastervilletrevoselions.org
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HUDSON CITY LIONS CLUB PRESENTS

OUTING
GOLF

25TH ANNUAL

SKYWAY GOLF COURSE
RT. 440 & DUNCAN AVENUE, JERSEY CITY, NJ

CONTACT: JOHN CARROLL • 201-232-2716

WEDNESDAY   APRIL 20, 2022
8:00 AM SHOTGUN$150  

PER GOLFER

$600  
PER FOURSOME
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By PCC Jack Romano

DDespite the inclement weather and torrential rain, nothing 
could stop the Lions of District 16-N from “roaring” at the 
Welcome Back meeting hosted by District Governor Marie 

Nieto.  For the 2021-2022 Lionistic Year, these meeting’s will be 
held at The Fiesta Banquets on Rt. 17 in Wood Ridge.
District Governor Marie welcomed all Lions and outlined her goals 
for this Lionistic year and expressed her desire to visit each club.

With a combination of in-person and zoom meetings last year, 
the Lions are ready to get back to “Serving from the Heart!”  This 
was best espoused by guest speakers Joann Passantino and Inessa 
Rome from the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation (ECF), as September 
is Childhood Cancer Awareness Month.

The mission of the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation is to provide 
New Jersey families faced with pediatric cancer a place to turn for 
comfort and support through professional in-home counseling 
and a uniquely tailored package of assistance. We offer 24-7 
counseling for the entire family, advocacy on behalf of the families 
with insurance companies, medical providers, landlords, etc.; 
material support such as food, clothing, toys, household items and 
birthday and holiday gifts; and emergency financial relief.

ECF is unique among the multitude of organizations focusing 
on cancer–while there are many searching for a cure for cancer 
and others that grant one-time wishes or provide support while 
in the hospital, we help families with their day-to-day needs, 
at home, where families feel isolated and miss the supportive 
network found in a medical setting. ECF recognizes that every one 
of our families has a unique experience so we offer a complete 
package of support tailored to each family’s needs.  Some of ECF’s 
accomplishments include:

• In 2019-2020 ECF served 256 families all over New Jersey.
• Caseworkers made 572 home visits and provided an 

additional 2,687 hours of counseling, at no cost to the families.
• Regional Centers provided $100,865 in food and material 

assistance to families and collected and distributed $30,005 in gift 
cards.

• 1,793 bags of groceries were delivered to families by 
volunteers from our four Regional Centers. For full disclosure I am 

LIONS ROAR AT THE DISTRICT 16-N LIONS ROAR AT THE DISTRICT 16-N 
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one of the volunteer delivery drivers.
• 271 birthday bags were sent to ECF kids and their siblings.
• 298 holiday gift wishes were filled for ECF kids and their 

siblings.
• $20,000 of emergency funding to families in dire financial 

situations, helping with expenses such as rent, phone service, 
medical equipment, gas and tolls, utility bills to prevent shut-off of 
services, and reimbursement for meals for parents who are with 
their child in the hospital.

Both Joann and Inessa thanked the Lions for allowing them 
to speak about their organization, and are looking forward to 
partnering with the Lions in future endeavors.

JDRF Chair Barbara Corsaro gave a “tutorial” on how to react to 
someone who has insulin shock.  Although newly appointed Peace 
Poster Chair SuzAnne Pacala was unable to attend, we learned the 
theme for the 2021-22 contest is “We are all Connected.” Reports 
were presented on the virtual State and International conventions, 
with kudos and congratulations (and accolades) given to PCC 
Winster Ceballos who without his “technical” assistance (and that 
of Lion Lou Lambe), this would not have happened successfully. 

PDG Dennis Brubaker and IPCC Mike Pacala presented on the 
Eversight Marshall Klein and Elspeth Moore recognitions, with a 
copy of each engraved Crystal in honor of this recognition.

Other reports included LCIF, the 16-N Charitable Foundation 
and 2022 Charity Ball, Leo activity throughout the district and 
MD-16.  The Leos are actively planning presentations for the 2022 
State Convention in Atlantic City.  Dr. Dave Verducci, the MD-16 
Leo Chair asked clubs to consider sponsoring a Leo to attend the 
2022 State Convention.

The 16-N budget was approved unanimously!
The highlight of any Lions meeting is the presentation of a 

Melvin Jones Fellowship and this meeting was no exception.   
Receiving his first MJF was Lion Aleks Pusoski from the Passaic-
Clifton Lions Club.  Congratulations Lion Aleks.

PDG Alvin Cox gave the Benediction with a moment of silence 
for our late Chaplain and Peace Poster King, Lion Bill Francis.  Lion 
Bill will be truly missed throughout MD-16.

The meeting concluded with DG Marie wishing all travelers a 
safe home.  
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TThere are many clubs within Multiple District 16 that have 
been chartered for 100 years.  In District 16-N it’s the Newark 
and Passaic-Clifton Lions Club; in District 16-J it’s the New 

Brunswick Lions Club; in District 16-L it is the Camden Lions Club the 
oldest club in MD-16. These 100+ year old clubs and all Lions clubs 
exemplify service to their communities.  However, there is a club 
“youngster” by these standards whose service to their community 
and surrounding area is second to none.

The Somerville-Metro Lions Club held its 14th Anniversary 
celebration and officer induction on Sunday October 10, 2021 at the 
Bridgewater Manor in Bridgewater N.J.  The Masters of Ceremonies 
for this celebration were Lions Bob Kaplan and Jackie Fuchs who did 
not disappoint those present.

Lion Jackie introduced all dignitaries attending including Council 
Chair Armando Guerra, State Advisor/PCC Mahesh Chitnis, PCC Jack 
Romano, District Governor 16-J Varsha Naik, PDGs Nancy Jakubczyk 
Linda Banks and zone chairs in attendance.  Lion Jackie stated that 
“Where there’s a need, there’s a Lion!”  Our mission is to serve and 
with dedication all is possible.  She is a proud Lion.

District Governor 16-J Varsha Naik inducted all club officers.  She 
stated that it was an honor to install the officers of the Somerville 
Metro Lions Club, indicating that this club envelops IP Douglas X. 
Alexander’s theme, “Service from the Heart, and her personal/
district theme of, “Together We Can.”  The 2021-2022 officers are:
• President/King Lion • Nelda Bernales
• First Vice President • Jackie Fuchs
• Second Vice President • Meriam Canares
• Secretary • Christopher Murry
• Treasurer • Ivy Bautista
• Membership Director • Edilberto “Ed” Hermoso
• Directors 2-year • Rogel Bautista, Gloria Hermoso,
• Directors 1-year • Alex Bernales,  Emilie Comanda

DG Varsha awarded pins to all elected officers of the Somerville 
Metro Lions Club.

SOMERVILLE METRO LIONS CLUB

SOMERVILLE METRO LIONS CLUB CELEBRATESSOMERVILLE METRO LIONS CLUB CELEBRATES
SERVICE FROM THE HEARTSERVICE FROM THE HEART

In her acceptance speech, President Nelda Bernales stated that 
in working in a hospital she saw sick people every day.  Because of 
the pandemic, the club had to renew their commitment to serve 
and adapt to meetings via Zoom.  “It is a breath of fresh air to see 
all of you tonight.”

Covid created chaos in everyone’s life and also created blessings 
reacting to our new normal of what our lives have become with 
new perspectives and different priorities.  Having recovered from 
the virus she was grateful to all those who rayed for her recovery 
and provided sustenance to her family.  Threats remain and we all 
must be aware and protected.  Lions are compassionate and united 
in our common goal to serve.  We must also emulate our district 
goal of Together We Can.

Director Rogel Bautista introduced the Guest Speaker.  
Council Chair Armando Guerra is well known in the Lions world 
and has an outstanding record in the Real Estate business.  He is 
a member of the Elizabeth Cubanos Lions Club, District Governor 
of 16-J in the 2018-2019 Lionistic year and a Progressive Melvin 
Jones Fellow.

Council Chair Armando thanked Director Rogel for his 
introduction and stated that “it is an honor and privilege to be here.  
Congratulations on 14 wonderful years. The vision of Melvin Jones 
is to bring us together. It is a beacon of hope and light to serve.”  We 
are Lions: Leadership, Intelligence, Our Nations Safety.

“We must thank all women who support us men as they are our 
partners in our success.”    As Lions, “we serve to help others.”

CC Armando concluded his remarks with a ROAR!

Dinner and dancing followed the ceremonies including various 
line dancing from DJ Josh Varcas.  While some of us had our dancing 
shoes on, others need choreography lessons!

Congratulations to the Somerville Metro Lions Club and best 
wishes for many more anniversary celebrations.

WWayne Hills HS Leo Club 
raises over $1,000 for 

JDRF.   Pictured are Jessica 
Fishman, Leo Club advisor,  
Leo Club Officers, and JDRF 
District Chair Barbara Corsaro

WAYNE HILLS HS LEO CLUB
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WWhen it comes to eating well, some folks know how 
to do it in style.  On Tuesday, September 21, 2021 
at the residence of Chris Gratty, President of the 

Gloucester City Lions Club, 21 Lions were treated to T-Bone 
steaks (50 pounds of T-Bone plus 10 pounds of prime rib 
donated by Lion Min Elders), hot dogs and hamburgers with 
all the fixings that go along with them.  The reason for the 
event was a date with congenial people gathering to have a 
good time together.  It was definitely a successful event.

GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB

GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB PICNICGLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB PICNIC

Left to right Ben Bruno, Min Elders, Linda Baile, Harvey Garrison, 
Arvin. Skramstad.

Left to right PCC/PDG Dayl Baile, John Thompson, Jame Megee, 
Sam Costanzo.

Right to left Barbara Sacchetti, Rich Ross, Bill Dilks.

Left to right VP Jesse Torres, President Chris Garrity, Secretary Ted 
Howarth (PCS). President’s Brother Jim Garrity.

Left to right VP Jesse Torres, President Chris Garrity, and his wife 
Jessica, Secretary Ted Howarth (PCS).

Right to left Matthew Wojtkowiak, John Dennery, Jack Hughes, Bill 
Dilks, Mark Ford, Jason Fanning.
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OOne of the downsides of the pandemic is the inability 
to meet in person and to actually see how some of 
our State Projects operate.  Such was the case at the 

annual Eversight Governor’s Night, where the current Council of 
Governors gets to see and hear about the operation of this State 
Project.

Representing and presenting for Eversight were Lion Diane 
Hollingsworth, President and CEO, Teressa Clark, Vice President 
of Philanthropy, Jennifer Rosenblatt, Director of Philanthropy 
New Jersey, and Sarina Roman, Administrative Philanthropy 
Assistant.

New Jersey Advisory Board members included Lion John 
Ryan, IPCC Mike Pacala, PCC Jack Romano, PDGs Dennis 
Brubaker and Rick Chittum.  Non-Lions members attending 
were Dr. William Constad, Amanda Tibok and Julia Lomba.  The 
advisory board must consist of 51% Lions.

District Governors Marie Nieto 16-N, Varsha Naik 16-J and 
16-L attended as well as PCC/State Advisor Mahesh Chitnis and 
1VDG 16-N Kam Patel.

N.J. Advisory Board Chairperson John Ryan thanked all 
for attending via Zoom stating that normally in real life, the 
Governors and guests would come to the office in Clark N.J. and 
review the laboratory where the tissue processing takes place. 
Unfortunately, we cannot, due to the Corona Virus.

Lion Diane Hollingsworth spoke about Eversight’s mission 
to “restore sight and prevent blindness through the healing 
power of donation, transplantation and research.  Our Vision is 
a world without blindness.”  This will be accomplished through 
our corporate values of Service, Drive and Trust.    The Service 
aspect is to our Lions tissue doners and donor/recipient families.

Diane also addressed the Eversight 10-year Strategic Plan 
including increasing the availability of tissue and placements 
expanding service and products and research, expanding 
philanthropic support and broadening the organizations global 
impact with eye banks existing in South Korea and expanding 
into Pakistan.

Tressa Clark, Vice President of Philanthropy thanked all for 
joining the presentation and spoke about some of the ongoing 
philanthropic programs including Gift of Sight Program, and 
Gratis Tissue Program,  where tissue is provided at a reduces cost 
or pro bono depending on the client’s financial circumstances, 
Monthly Sustainers where a set amount of dollars is donated 
monthly from an existing bank account, Visionary Society for 
planned giving, and accessing grant funds through Corporations 
and Foundations. We also have a strong partnership with The 
Sharing Network which is the Organ Procurement Organization 
(OPO) in New Jersey.

In addition, Eversight was honored by N.J. Biz Magazine 

EVERSIGHT GOVERNOR’S NIGHT EVERSIGHT GOVERNOR’S NIGHT 
GOES VIRTUAL!GOES VIRTUAL!

as a Health Care Hero for 2021 in the Innovation Category for 
ongoing research into the presence of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 
causes Covid-19 in human eye tissue.

Jennifer Rosenblatt, New Jersey Director of Philanthropy, 
spoke briefly about corneal transplantation the most common 
and successful transplant surgery, and provided the following 
facts:  641 donors and families gave the gift of sight, 241 tissues 
were provided for sight-restoring transplants, and 51 years 
serving as New Jersey’s eye bank, to restore sight and prevent 
blindness.

Lion Jen, a member of the Summit Lions Cub also shared 
some of the Recognition Programs including Sight Leader and 
Sight Supporters.  For further information on these programs 
contact Jen Rosenblatt at jroaenblatt@eversightvision.org. or at 
732-850-7273

Sarina Roman Philanthropy Administrate Assistant gave an 
overview about the two Fellowships available from Eversight. 
The Marshall Klein Knights for Vision and the Elspeth Moore 
Sight Conservation Fellowships.  The Klein Fellowship requires 
a $1000 donation over 3 years; the Moore Fellowship requires 
a $500 donation over 3 years.  Both recognitions can be made 
with a one-time donation.  Progressive Fellowships are available.  
Please contact Sarina Roman at sroman@eversightvision.org or 
at 732-850-7271 for additional information on these Fellowships, 
including pins and crystal plaques.

The featured Guest Speaker for the evening was Lion Susan 
Mueller of the Stafford Township Lions Club.  She is a Five-Time 
corneal transplant recipient.  Her story appears in “Reflections of 
a Corneal Transplant” elsewhere in this issue of the Newsletter.

The other featured presentation was the virtual lab tour 
conducted by Eugene Dennis, Tissue Recovery and Operations 
Manager.

In concluding Governor’s Night, N.J Advisory Chair Lion John 
Ryan reminded the Governors that part of their role as Lions 
Leaders is to:
• Know about Eversight and its work
• Support Eversight and its work by providing sight to those who 
cannot see
• Becoming an organ and tissue donor and encouraging all to do 
the same.

Lion John thanked all for attending and hopefully we can do 
this in person for calendar year 2022.
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IIt is often said that good things come to 
those who wait. And wait and wait and 
wait the Lions did as the testimonial 

celebration for now Past District Governor 
of 16-J Linda Banks FINALLY took place 
on Saturday October 9, 2021 at the Lake 
Chateau in Woodbridge N.J.  It was worth 
the wait.

PDG Linda served on the 2019-2020 
Council of Governors which included 
then Governors Alvin Cox 16-N and Dave 
Skrivanek, 16-L with PDG Dayle Baile 
serving as Council Chair and PCC Jack 
Romano as State Advisor.  This seems like 
a long time ago!

The pandemic made significant 
changes in Linda’s testimonial as this 
was rescheduled three (3) times, all 
due to the consequences of Covid-19.  
Governmental restrictions and frankly 
common sense prevented the Lions from 
honoring PDG Linda for her great work 
during her governor year. 

 As she served during the height of the 
pandemic, her work was Covid-focused by 
obtaining a $10,000 grant from LCIF for 
the purchase and distribution of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) and other 
related supplies for front line workers 
who had no choice but to report to work 
each and every day to keep society going.  
She continued this humanitarian work 
throughout and beyond her governor year, 
especially with the recent Hurricanes Henri 
and Ida which wreaked havoc throughout 

the geographic area of 16-J.

Lion Art Ballinger from the Cedar 
Grove Lions Club served as Master 
of Ceremonies.  He thanked all who 
gathered here tonight to honor PDG Linda 
for her great work as District Governor.  
He stated we are here…”to celebrate and 
honor the splendid work of District J’s 
District Governor Linda Banks during her 
Lionistic leadership year.  She continues 
to lead District J, conduct club visitations, 
to sense the Club’s work, induct new 
members and to tend to the necessities 
of keeping the District humming along on 
its mission.”

Many Lions dignitaries attended 
Linda’s Testimonial including PID Mel Bray 
and partner-in-service Lion Ginny, PCC 
Jack Romano and wife Diane, PDGs Nancy 
Jakubczyk, Dave Skrivanek Ruth Molenaar, 
Hector Gonzalez, Joe Kika, Dawn Marie 
Kosobucki,  and Kevin Kosobucki, 
Unfortunately missing this testimonial 
were PCC Mary Devon O’Brien and PZC 
Chris Smith.  As everyone is aware Chris 
had heart replacement surgery last year 
and due to the pandemic is unable as 
yet to attend events.  We all wish Chris 
continued recovery.

PDG Dave Skrivanek, 16-L who 
served with PDG Linda on their Council 
of Governors summarized their year by 
telling all attending Lions that during their 
time as governors, they developed a good 
and lasting friendship.  To celebrate that 

FINALLYFINALLY
PDG LINDA BANKS TESTIMONIAL!PDG LINDA BANKS TESTIMONIAL!

bond, and to honor her governor year, 
PDG Dave gave PDG Linda an original Lion 
Head carving.

PDG Linda stated, emulating the 
words of our founder Melvin Jones, “you 
can’t get very far until you start doing 
something for somebody else”

Lion Art concluded his message by 
stating, “As we celebrate, we remember 
the words, ‘Where there is a need, there 
is a Lion!  Also: Isn’t it Great to be a 
Lion?!”

And it certainly is.  Congratulations 
to PDG Linda Banks on her overdue 
Testimonial Dinner to honor her 
achievements as District Governor of 
District 16-J in Lionistic Year 2019-2020.



“WE SERVE”PAGE 32 VOLUME 2022

TThe Jersey City/Hudson City Lions 
Club continues to heed rather 
call on new membership as yet 

again two new members are welcomed 
into the Pride of Lions. As part of their 
monthly meeting on October 13, 2021, 
this club inducted new members Lion 
Brandon Ambrosi and Lion Alex Trillo.  
Both have attended previous meeting 
to learn about Lionism and were found 
worthy by the Board of Director and thus 
became members.

District Governor 16-N Marie Nieto 
performed the induction ceremony. 
Clun Membership Chair and First Vice 
President Maria Aguiliar sponsored both 
Lions Brandon and Alex.
PCC Jack Romano inducted all 2021-22 
club officers:
1. President: PDG Ruth Molenaar
2. 1st Vice President/Membership Chair: 
Marie Augiliar
3. 2nd Vice President: Gary Zampella (in 
abstentia)
4. Secretary: Andrea Carroll

JERSEY CITY/HUDSON CITY LIONS CLUB

JERSEY CITY/HUDSON CITY LIONS CLUB JERSEY CITY/HUDSON CITY LIONS CLUB 
CONTINUES TO GROWCONTINUES TO GROW

5. Treasurer: Diane Lynch
6. Tail Twister: Natasha Fernandez
7. Lion Tamer:  Myra Mendoza

PCC Jack also indicted all members of 
the Board of Directors.

Future ideas for fund raising and service 
activities were discussed including a bus 
tour to Atlantic City N.J., Flee Market and 
car Show, and greeting cards for Veterans 
in the Veteran’s Home in Paramus N.J.  

DG Marie discussed her goals for 
her Lionistic year including membership 
growth in which this club seems to excel, 
and also retention of those members.  
PCC Jack spoke about some of our Lions 
causes including LCIF Campaign 100 
urging each member sot support as their 
means permits.

Director John Carroll spoke about 
the upcoming Goff Outing on April 20, 
2022 at the Skyway 9-hole Golf Course 
on route 440 in Jersey City N.J.  This will 
two rounds of 9 holes each. This outing 

has been cancelled twice due to the 
pandemic and Director John is hoping all 
golfers and “duffers” support this event.

Jersey City/Hudson City keeps gro-
wing with 3 potential new members 
slated for December induction.  Keep up 
the good work!
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Editor’s note:  This is the speech 
Lion Susan gave at the Eversight Virtual 
Governor’s Night on November 1, 2021.

As a recipient of donated cornea, my 
retirement years have been filled with 
hope and meaning, not despair.

II was diagnosed in late 2002, at age 62, 
with Fuch’s Dystrophy.  Fuch’s Dystropy 
is an inherited cornea disease that 

affects both eyes and may progress to 
corneal swelling and loss of vision.    With 
Fuch’s Dystrophy, the endothelial cells that 
line the back surface of the cornea and 
prevent excess fluid from accumulating, 
deteriorate more rapidly than normal and 
lose function.  At the time of my surgery, 
my vision in my left eye was equivalent to 
looking thru a piece of waxed paper.

I had retired from Johnson and Johnson 
a few years before my diagnosis and 
looked forward to the years ahead with my 
husband, grandchildren, volunteer work 
and learning to play the violin.  Thanks to 
cornea tissue donations, all those plans 
came to fruition.

After a confirming diagnosis from Wills 
Eye, I was scheduled for a corneal transplant 
in June, 2003 at the Pavonia Surgery Center 
in Jersey City with Dr. William Constad of 
Hudson Eye Physicians and Suregons as 
my surgeon.  My surgery took less than ½ 
hour.  A small round button in the middle 
of my cornea is cut away and the exact size 
button of donated cornea is sewn in place.  
I was awake during the surgery.  There 
was little pain.  The only discomfort comes 
from the stitches attaching the new cornea 
tissue to my cornea.  The follow up care 
for my corneal transplant was minimal.  
Stitches were removed over the course of 
the coming year, and I had to put a steroid 
drop in my left eye once a day.

Fogginess slowly returned.  There 
was not obvious indication something 
was going wrong (redness, pain), but I 
was slowly having loss of vision.  A 2nd 
transplant was performed in February, 
2006, followed by a double dose of 
transplants in late 2011 and 2012.  Both my 

left and now my right eye were affected.  
The transplant in my right eye is still clear, 
but my left eye transplant again developed 
fogginess and in June of 2020 I have had 
my latest transplant

With the more recent transplants, 
the DSEK procedure (Descemt Stripping 
Endothelial Keratoplasty) was used.    “In 
the DSEK procedure, only an interior layer 
of the patient’s cornea is peeled off and 
a new layer, from the donated cornea, is 
put in its place.  Once in place, and held 
for a short time by an air bubble, the 
new posterior layer bonds with the layers 
above, and cornea becomes clear.    While 
this is a wonderful advance for corneal 
transplants, not every cornea condition 
qualifies for this variation of the transplant 
procedure.    Post-operative discomfort is 
reduced because of minimal requirements 
for sutures.  Recovery time is also reduced 
from a matter of months to just four to 8 
weeks from the time of surgery. “ 

This wonderful advancement that I 
experienced highlights the amazing and 
ongoing research that is possible because 
of the availability of donated corneas.  
What a miraculous situation when “cornea 
is available” is spoken, not only for 
transplant but for all the advances in eye 
medicine taking place. I always believed in 
organ donation and had joined The Sharing 
Network years before my need developed.  

I had no knowledge that cornea tissue was 
being harvested.

Dr. Constad, through all these surgeries 
and related care, knew my desire to give 
back in some small way and introduced 
me to the Lions Club.  I joined in 2009 and 
currently fill the position of Secretary and 
Leo Club Advisor. 

My membership in the Stafford Township 
Lions Club over these past 12 years has 
been and continues to be a blessing.  We 
all know that we always receive back more 
than we give out.  My work with collecting 
used eyeglasses, vision screening, Leo 
club, Organ Donor Drives, and financial 
support to Eversight, Camps Happiness 
and Marcella, St.Joseph’s School for the 
Blind, continue through perseverance 
and fellowship within the Club.  Our 
membership has dwindled in these years, 
but we know that since 1949 we have 
been present to serve the community and 
will continue for another 72 years.

I have also had the opportunity to meet 
and greet donors’ families and other 
organ and tissue recipients at gatherings 
organized by The Sharing Network in 
Neptune, New Brunswick, and Perth 
Amboy.  These meetings provide visible 
sharing of gifts beyond description.

There is a positive ripple effect, as you 
well know, impossible to measure, from 
organ and tissue donation.  Families, 
friends and society as a whole reap the 
benefits when a disabled person becomes 
an independent and productive individual 
because of available donated organs and 
tissue.Every day the sun shines in my 
eyes, whether it is visible or not.  I am so 
thankful for your dedication, talents, and 
love of your profession.  We are so lucky 
to have you at Eversight pursuing this most 
amazing task at such a pinnacle level.

THANK YOU FOR MY SIGHT 
FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART

TO EVERY PERSON ALONG THIS 
MY JOURNEY AND THE JOURNIES 
OF SO MANY IN THE PAST AND SO 

MANY MORE TO COME.

REFLECTIONS OF A CORNEAL TRANSPLANT RECIPIENTREFLECTIONS OF A CORNEAL TRANSPLANT RECIPIENT
By Lion Susan Mueller, Stafford Township Lions Club
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TOMS RIVER LIONS CLUB

TThe Toms River Lions Club has 
partnered with others for the Toms 
River Field of Dreams Foundation, 

Inc. after a national television news story 
showcased a special playground was 
rising from an unused lot in Toms River.  
This Park would be specifically designed 
to be accessible to children and adults 
who are physically or mentally challenged 
or visually impaired. Every activity is 
designed so that even if children or adults 
are wheelchair bound, they can have the 
same experiences as children or adults 
who do not have any disabilities. 

The Township donated the entire 
space that abuts an existing soccer 
field and full-sized basketball courts 
which are all adjacent to the Township 
Police Department. The playground will 
have special lights along the walkway 
and play area as well as lights for the 
baseball field.  Security cameras and 
lights will be on 24/7.  It is envisioned 
that this playground will host baseball 
tournaments, bocce tournaments and 
other sporting events in cooperation 
with Special Olympics, New Jersey.  Little 
Leagues have also expressed an interest 
in scheduling games here as well. 

This playground will have a special 
quiet zone where children who 
experience autism can be taken to recoup 
their composure or just unwind.  This 
quiet zone is equipped with a soothing 
waterfall affect and soothing music as 
well.  These individuals can return to the 
other activities as they become more 
composed.  This area also allows the 
family to unwind, and they do not have 
to leave the park immediately due to an 
autistic episode. 

There will be a regulation baseball field 
where a metal 4x6 sign will be hung in 
the outfield designating each substantial 
sponsor who helped fund this playground 
- just like in the big leagues. There will 
be handicapped style swings to which 
a wheelchair can be attached.  A double 
zip line station is there where wheelchairs 
can be attached so the person will feel the 
thrill of flying through the air.  A miniature 
golf course with 9 holes, multiple slides 

where children or adults capable of 
transitioning from their wheelchair can 
navigate the slight incline to the top of 
the slide mountain.  There will be an 
Interactive Music Station where some six 
instrument sounds can be produced by the 
users. A plaque (the first to be seen on the 
walking path) will include the Toms River 
Lions Logo and include our club name and 
the name of the music station in Braille. 
We sponsored this area.  

 There is a long walking path that 
leads you around the playground. There 
will be a snack stand, a community 
vegetable garden to grow various crops 
to supply food banks along with four 
fully handicapped bathrooms where 
adolescent and older individuals can be 
supported by special changing tables, 
something many families had requested. 

There are two half-court basketball 
areas included in the playground. The 
slide areas will have shading tarps 
overhead to keep users from always 
being in the blistering sun. Parking will 
be provided for 130 cars and some 20 
handicapped spaces in the fully paved 
lot. All the playground units are durable 
through the winter months and only the 

TOMS RIVER LIONS DONATE TO HELP DISABLEDTOMS RIVER LIONS DONATE TO HELP DISABLED

These various pipes and drums which are weatherproof will allow disabled  children to 
become musicians in the park.

shading tarps will need to be removed 
and rehung each year.

Toms River Lions Club is known for its 
work in aiding blind and hearing impaired 
individuals. But it has recognized the need 
to also assist with other disabilities too.  It 
secured a direct grant of $10,000.00 from 
the Sight & Handicapped Foundation of 
Ocean County, Inc. to sponsor this music 
station. We also requested a $5,000.00 
grant from Lions District 16L Charitable 
Foundation to help complete some of 
the construction of this special needs 
playground which will be used by families 
with disabled members and people 
with other disabilities from Ocean, 
Monmouth, Mercer, Burlington, and 
other counties around the state. 

Toms River Field of Dreams 
Foundation, Inc. Is a 501©3 Charitable 
Foundation.  All donations both corporate 
and personal are tax deductible. Personal 
donations will be recognized in the 
dedicated stone pathway bricks.  This 
Park will be unique in our state and a 
prototype for others around the country.  
It will be scheduled for opening to the 
public in the spring of 2022 and is located 
on Oak St and Rt 571 in Toms River, NJ.
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CChester Lioness Club 
presents Barbara 
Corsaro with a donation 

to JDRF after a beautiful 
Walk through Chubb Park in 
Chester.

WALLINGTON LIONS CLUB

CHESTER LIONESS CLUB

WWallington Lions have been on a six (6) mission to keep 
no less than 500 pounds of plastic out  our oceans, 
landfill and  the bellies of sea creatures and wild 

animals that mistake it for food.  The plastic items  collected 
toward this mission are plastic wrappings from bread, 
newspapers, magazine, clothing from cleaners, bubble 
wrap, grocery  and produce bags.  The outer wrapping 
of cases of  can food, beverages and  bags received from  
retailers  are being included in this mission.

These plastic items are sent to a company in Virginia, 
by the name of TREX, which makes outdoor furniture, as 
well as boards used in making decks, patios and railing.  
WALLINGTON  Lions are also providing the material needed 
for these produces, providing  jobs in several different areas 
it takes to get this material to the site of the manufacturing 
plant, making it into the proper form, the carpenters  
building these decks and many more.

 As an extra incentive to keep  participants renewing 
this environmental mission year round, TREX rewarded 
WALLINGTON LIONS  with a bench made by TREX. Per 
chairwoman of this  Wallington Lions  project, Kathleen 
Gaspar Schiro, Wallington Lions have renewed their  
committment to this mission as well as the challenge that 
goes  of collecting no less than 500 pounds of plastic every   
6 months.  Members have and will continue to donate  
benches they might be rewarded to their one square mile 
town, shaped like a heart, to the Borough of Wallington  at 
various locations.

RECENT UNVEILING OF BENCH 
PLACED AT MT. PLEASANT AVE., WALLINGTON PARK

Bench Bears a plaque, reading "In Honor of Lions Club Members, 
Past-Present-Future, Founded May 8, 1952" Lions Ray Bielowski, 
Kathy Gaspar-Schiro, Coordinator, Immediate Past King Lion 
Linda Bielowski, Longest Serving Member Edwin Zulkowski and 
corresponding Sec'Y/Treasurer John  A. Pinkus. All are residents of 
Wallington.

HONORING LIONS PAST, PRESENT AND FUTUREHONORING LIONS PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
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AAny Lion in any district may submit photographs with captions/articles by email to the ‘Contributing Editor’ in their 
respective district. Please include your contact information. Text can be formatted in MS Word or PDF, or in an 

email. Photographs must be taken in digital format, either with a standalone digital camera or a smartphone.

The Con�ribu�ing Edi�ors are as follows:
District 16-N: Lion Ruth Molenaar, IPDG - Jersey City/Hudson City Lions Club; Email: Ruth.molenaar@aol.com
District 16-J: John JD Schweska , Summit Lions Club - jschweska24@gmail.com
District 16-L: Lion Terry Rosiak, West Berlin Lions Club; Terryrosiak@hotmail.com
District 16-N: Lion Dennis Brubaker, PDG - Photographer - Wood Ridge Lions Club
Contributing Writer Editor: PCC/SA Jack Romano – mrzip6104@yahoo.com
Graphic Design - Yuly Romero

The contributing editors will review submissions and select corresponding pictures for publishing. Articles and photo-
graphs will be forwarded by the contributing editors to the Editor Lion Ruth Molenaar, Chairperson of NJ Lions Digital 
Newspaper Committee, who will review, edit and format the articles and photos as needed for the newsletter.


