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DDouglas X. Alexander, from Brooklyn, New York, 
USA, was elected to serve as international 
president of Lions Clubs International at the as-

sociation’s 103rd International Convention, June 25 
through June 29, 2021. 

President Alexander is a retired vice president for 
J.P. Morgan Chase Bank. A member of the Brooklyn 
Bedford Stuyvesant Lions Club since 1984, he has 
held many offices within the association, including 
club president, zone chair, region chair, vice district 
governor, district governor, cabinet secretary, cabinet 
treasurer and DGE group leader. He also served as a 
Lions Eye Bank transporter, a member of the District 
and Multiple District PDG Association, a trustee of the 
New York State and Bermuda Lions Foundation, and 
was appointed as the Lions representative to UNICEF-
New York from 2012-2014. He has served on the USA/
Canada Lions Leadership Forum Planning and Host 
Committees and has been a presenter at several USA/
Canada Forums. In recognition of his service to the 
association, he has received numerous awards includ-
ing the club Lion of the Year, Club President’s Award, 
the Robert J. Uplinger Service Award, several District 
Governor Appreciation Awards, and the Multiple Dis-
trict Membership Growth Award. 

He is also the recipient of numerous International 
President’s Certificates of Appreciation, seven Inter-
national President’s Awards and the Ambassador of 
Good Will Award, the highest honor the association 
bestows upon its members. He is a Dr. Franklin G. Ma-
son Fellow, a W. P. Woods Fellow and a progressive 
Melvin Jones Fellow. In addition to his Lions activities, 
President Alexander is active in numerous profes-
sional and community organizations. He has served 
as chairperson of the advisory board for the New York 
Urban League and as a board member of the St. Fran-
cis DeSales School for the Deaf. He is also a recipient 
of the Congressional Record Award. President Alex-
ander has two daughters, and his partner in service, 
Shabiki Cazabon, is a Lion and a Progressive Melvin 
Jones Fellow.
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JJeffrey R. “Jeff” Gans, from Voorhees, New Jersey, USA was 
elected to serve a two-year term as international director 
of Lions Clubs International at the association’s 103rd In-

ternational Convention, June 25 through June 29, 2021. 

Director Gans has been an attorney since 1982 and is a fre-
quent speaker for Continuing Legal Education. He is a member 
of the Camden Lions Club—New Jersey’s first Lions club—and 
has had perfect attendance since his father sponsored him in 
1984. Coming from a multi-generational family of Lions, Direc-
tor Gans fondly remembers attending his first Lions Clubs In-
ternational Convention in 1961 as a five-year-old. 

He has held many offices within the association, includ-
ing district governor, council treasurer, council chairperson, 
state & district parliamentarian, state & district rules chair, 
and state & district legal chair. 

In recognition for his service, he has received numerous 
awards, including a Life Membership Award, a Grand Mas-
ter Membership Key Award, an International President’s 
Award, numerous International President’s Certificates of 
Appreciation, an LCIF Helping Hands Award, a Club Presi-
dent Excellence Award, a 100% District Governor’s Award, 
Club and District Lion of the Year Awards, and a MD16 Har-
old P. Nutter Distinguished Service Award. Director Gans is 
a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow Humanitarian Partner for 
having achieved the 100th Progressive Melvin Jones Level. 
He has also been recognized as a Brandel-Murphy Youth 
Foundation “Everyday Hero”, a PIP Donald E. Banker Fellow, 
a PIP James T. Coffey Fellow, a PID Gene Polgar Fellow, a PID 
Cindy Gregg Kidsight Fellow, a William A. Smith Fellow, a 
Marshall Klein Knights for Vision Fellow, an Elspeth Moore 
Sight Conservation Fellow, and as a Melvin Jones Lions In-
ternational Memorial Vanguard. Director Gans is also a life 
member of the Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley, the Lions 
Eye Research Foundation of NJ, the Florida Lions Founda-
tion for the Blind, the Diabetes Foundation, Inc (NJ), and the 
Lions International Stamp Club. 

JEFFREY R. “JEFF” GANS JEFFREY R. “JEFF” GANS 
INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORINTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR

He is also a longtime member of the Lions International 
Trading Pin Club. In addition to his Lions activities, Director 
Gans is active in numerous civic and professional organiza-
tions including Bestwork Industries for the Blind Inc., where 
he has continually served as an officer or board member 
since 1984. He has also served as vice president and board 
member for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Camden and Glouces-
ter Counties. Director Gans and his wife, Ellyn, who is also a 
Lion and Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, have a daughter 
and a son who are also Progressive Melvin Jones Fellows.
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REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS

IIn my 3-year tenure as State Advisor/Cabinet Secretary for the 
MD-16 Council of Governors, I served under 3 different and 
distinct administrations, all with the goal of forwarding our Li-

ons brand and emphasizing service to those less fortunate.

I want to thank the three Councils of Governors for the op-
portunity to serve and advise them in all matters related to the 
operation of Multiple District 16 N.J, Lions;

2018-2019: Council Chair Mahesh Chitnis, District Governors 
Ruth Molenaar 16-N, Armando Guerra 16-J Kara Schnure 16-L

2109-2020: Council Chair Dayl Baile, District Governors Alvin 
Cox 16-N, Linda Banks 16-J Dave Skrivanek 16-L

2020-2021: Council Chair Mike Pacala, District Governors Na-
lit Patel 16-N, Kevin Kosobucki 16-J Al Mottola 16-L.

Our State Office was located at 54 Broad Street, Red Bank N.J 
for many years, at least since possibly 2005.  Over those years 
we had seen the management of this location change hands, 
with subsequent rent increases.  When the lease was up for re-
newal in 2016, with a total cost of $1600 per month, plus utili-
ties, it was time to act!

After researching the office rental market, we decided on 
leasing an office space from Office NJ Piscataway at their loca-
tion at 200 Centennial Avenue.  Since the Red Bank office had 
accumulated much “extraneous” material, under the direction 
of our Office Manager Kartika Gupta, we had a fire sale that paid 
for most of the moving costs.  In our office downsizing, we had 
a cost avoidance to Multiple District 16 of approximately $900 
per month!

Unfortunately, and unbeknown to us at the time Office NJ 
lost their lease at the 200 Centennial location and was in the 
process of renovating another location in that area.  Not want-
ing to get caught up in an “office vortex” with a potential impact 
on the 2019 State Convention preparation, we made a decision 
to relocate the office to the Regus Complex at 30 Knightsbridge 
Road, Piscataway N.J. effective February 1, 2018.  This served us 
well for the remainder of the 2018-2019 Lionistic year.

Since this was a Feb1- to Jan-31 lease, our 2-year renewal 
notice came on September 1, 2020, with an effective date of 
Feb. 1, 2021. In addition, there was an extremely short notifica-
tion period as specified in our lease to notify Regus if we were 
to stay or leave. With a $100 per month increase to $846, there 
were better alternatives.

The 2020-21 CoG offered alternatives such as going to an-
other Regus location which would not have been beneficial as 
we were a Regus client and our current contracted rate would 
apply to any other office space within their network, possibly 
using a “home office” concept, which was ultimately not viable.  
Research indicated some lesser cost possibilities and we decided 
on the Office New Jersey location in Bridgewater at 991 Rt. 22 
West.  This is an older building but suits our needs and comes 
with another cost avoidance with a lease of only $500 per month 
for 2 years expiring January 30, 2023.

Although we have relocated 3 times, we have saved the Lions 
of MD-16 substantially based on the lower lease costs.

While all this was going on, the pandemic hit!  What are Li-
ons to do?

SERVE!  We found ways within each sub-district to overcome 
the restrictions of the pandemic.  We held Zoom meetings in 
each district and as a State Council.  We rendered service par-
ticularly in our core issue of Hunger, where the pandemic caused 
may people to be put of work and food insecure.  The 2019-
20 Governors each received a $10,000 LCIF emergency grant to 
supply PPE where needed.  This as well as the funds received for 
Hurricane Sandy relief should be enough motivation to give and 
support LCIF!

The MD-16 finances are in the best shape ever.  With the 
establishment of our Wells Fargo Investment account, we are 
making more money on our invested amount that we could ever 
have with our current Certificates of Deposits.  The CDs and 
the Investment account is a smart way to ensure that MD-16 
remains solvent for years to come.  This will come in handy with 
our USA/Canada Forum bid for 2025.

Lastly, I want to thank our office manager Kartika Gupta for 
her dedication to Lionism and her managerial abilities that make 
the operation of our MD-16 State Office a seamless operation.   
She is a valuable asset to all the Lions of New Jersey.  It was my 
distinct pleasure to work with her for the past 4 years as Council 
Chair and State Advisor.

Let’s support our new Council of Governors for the 2021-
2022 Lionistic year, Council Chair Armando Guerra, State Advi-
sor Mahesh Chitnis, and Governors Marie Nieto 16-N, Varsha 
naik 16-J and Doug Both 16-L,  as we recover from COVID-19 and 
continue to serve.
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By PCC Jack Romano

EEvery year with the advent of our new Lionistic year comes a 
renewal, rededication, and rebirth for all Lions as each sub-
district transforms with a new district cabinet.  Part of that 

process is the annual reorganization meeting to introduce our 
new Lions leaders.  Such was the case for District 16-N whose 
Reorganization Meeting was held on Saturday August 21, 2021 
at Camp Marcella.

Present for this meeting were: District Governor Marie Ni-
eto, First Vice District Governor Kam Patel, Second Vice District 
Governor John Carroll, Cabinet Treasurer John Pinkus, Past In-
ternational Directors Mel Bray and Dr. Bob Moore.  PCC Jack 
Romano took minutes as Cabinet Secretary Matt Povinelli was 
unable to attend.  

Representing District 16-J and Multiple District 16 were 
District Governor 16-J Varsha Naik and Council Chair Armando 
Guerra.

Lions from many of our District 16-N clubs also attended.

Lion SuzAnne Pacala led the Flag Salute.  One verse of Amer-
ica was leg by 2VDG John Carroll.  PID Mel Bray gave the invoca-
tion.  PDG Jose Nieto introduced all Lions dignitaries.

IPCC Mike Pacala who is also the President of Camp Marcella 
welcomed all attendees to the camp, stating that tours will be 
available to anyone who is interested is seeing the grounds of 
the Camp.

DG Marie thanked all for getting here as Durham Road can be 
“tricky” to find if you are not familiar with the area.

DG Marie stated at DGE school all incoming governors are 
required to list goals for their governor year.  Some incoming 

district governors create very complicated goals which are not 
achievable or attainable. She wanted to simplify this process by 
stating that all Lions should work together, especially since last 
year (2020-2021) was difficult due to the pandemic.  Clubs need 
to get back to working and serving as best as they can, realizing 
that there may still be limits/restrictions on activities due to the 
Delta variant from their communities, local, state and federal of-
ficials.  We need to reinvigorate our membership both current 
and prospective as membership has essentially been home-
bound for the past year and not attending meetings, fundraising 
or any other activities, realizing there are some exceptions this. 
All Lions should be dedicated to these simple goals especially 
as we need to remind ourselves that Service is from the Heart.

In order to accomplish these goals:
1. Zone chairs and club leaders MUST report all service ac-

tivities and hours into MyLion
2. All Lions need to work together for:
a. Membership Growth
b. Establish club branches
c. Establish a Leo club
d. Start 2 new clubs in District 16-N
3. Donate to our Foundation - Lions Clubs International 

Foundation/LCIF
4. Make an extra effort based on the past year.  All service 

clubs have been affected by the pandemic.  Everyone here (and 
not here) needs to help. “Our Hearts are together to see if we 
can rise again.” 

International President Douglas X. Alexander’s theme is 
“Service from the Heart.”  As Lions we must provide this heart-
felt service by growing and engaging membership, bringing just 

DISTRICT 16-N REORGANIZATION MEETINGDISTRICT 16-N REORGANIZATION MEETING
A TIME OF RENEWAL, REDEDICATION AND REBIRTHA TIME OF RENEWAL, REDEDICATION AND REBIRTH

continue next page...

PDG Ruth Molenaar presented DG Marie with the book of Installation cer-
emonies in English and Spanish.  First Vice District Governor Kam Patel and 
Cabinet Treasurer John Pinkus.

WNY Leones Cubanos Lions Miguel Beltra, PDG Jose Nieto, PP Luis Garcia, 
Treasurer Carmen Beltra and  Olga Garcia presented DG Marie Nieto with 
flowers.
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1 new member into each club, where more hands equal more 
service, encourage Family memberships to broaden our im-
pact, recommit ourselves to service within and outside of our 
communities, be innovative in our service activities especially 
through the pandemic, and be transparent in our internal and 
external communications with our clubs, communities and Lions 
partners.

Giving is especially important by supporting LCIF/Cam-
paign 100.  Any pledges to Campaign 100 by June 30, 2022 
will have until June 30 2023 to complete.  Each club and club 
member should make a commitment to support LCIF how-
ever they can.  All contributions to Campaign 100 are Melvin 
Jones eligible.

For his efforts in organizing the Multiple District 16 Virtual 
State Convention, a collection was made among the Council of 
Governors 2020-2021 and other Lion dignitaries throughout 
New Jersey.  As a result, IPCC Mike Pacala presented PCC Win-
ster with his 12th Progressive Melvin Jones Fellowship for these 
efforts. This included a pin with 2 blue sapphires.  Also included 
was a gift card to take his partner-in-service Lion Diana to din-
ner!  Congratulations PCC Winster.

PCC Jack Romano received a certificate of appreciation and a 
donation in his name to LCIF for his work as State Advisor from 
2018-2021 from IPCC Mike Pacala representing the 2020-2021 
CoG.

IPDG Nalit Patel was unable to attend the Reorg Meeting due 
to family issues in the United Kingdom.  He submitted a letter 
which was read by Lion Bill Edge congratulating DG Marie and 
the 2021-2022 District 16-N Cabinet, also urging all members to 
protect themselves from the Delta Variant of Covid-19.

PCC Jack Romano informed all attendees that the USA/Cana-
da Forum is still scheduled as a live event September 9-11, 2021 
in Des Moines IA.  Registration is still open but hotel guarantee is 
not as there are 2 other major events in Des Moines that week-
end.  The only restrictions so far from the City of Des Moines is 
that masks are not required but “encouraged” to be worn while 
indoors in any congregant setting.  Classes will be available as is 
normal at a Forum.  DG Varsha Nail 16-J will be conducting her 
Zumba Class at the Forum.

PIDs Dr. Bob Moore and Mel Bray, also known as “The Boys 
from Belleville” inducted all District officers in a group installa-
tion.  PID Bob asked each Lion to perform the office to which 
they have been elected/appointed to the best of their ability.  
PID Mel stated that it was all officers job to support DG Marie 
and make her job easy!  DG Marie distributed all officer pins 
throughout the meeting.

PDG Ruth Molenaar presented DG Marie with the book of 
installation ceremonies en Espanol y Ingles.

PDG Paula met with all Zone Chairs and distributed Zone 
Chair booklets. PCC Winster will have a Zone Chair ZOOM meet-
ing on August 31 at 7:00PM.  Details will follow.  Guiding Lion 

training and Global Action Team (GAT) training is forthcoming.

Leos are an active part of District 16-N and Multiple District 
16.  Dr. Dave Verducci is the MD-16 Leo Chair.  He informed all 
attendees that:

• The Leo MD-16 is up and running
• Leo Elise Choi from Northern Highlands is the MD-16 Leo 

President; Leo Brandon Kang of the Bergen Leos is the Treasurer.  
All other officers are in place.

• There are representatives on the MD-16 Leo Board of Di-
rectors from each Leo sub district, totaling 12 Leos

• Two meeting have already been held including continued 
planning of activities.

• For sponsoring Lions Clubs please ensure all Leo officers 
are input into MyLion.

• The goal for the 2021-22 Leo year is 3 new Leo Clubs in 
MD-16.

• October 23 2021 will be a Leo Advisor Forum/Lion Liaison 
to include school-based clubs for faculty advisors.

• Possible program at the 2022 MD-16 State Convention
• Wayne Leo clubs will be at Camp Marcella on November 

13 for fall clean-up.

PCC Winster reminded everyone that the USA/Canada LEO 
Forum for 2022 will be on July 27-31 in California.

The MD-16 State Convention will be at the Tropicana in At-
lantic City May 12 through 14, 2022.  We are moving from Bal-
ly’s to Tropicana as The Trop is part of Caesars Entertainment 
and Bally’s was sold off.  As The Trop is at a higher price point, 
Caesars Entertainment will be holding the room prices for the 
next two years as they were at Bally’s.  The approximate cost of 
rooms minus taxes and fees is:

• Thursday $90
• Friday $125
• Saturday $175

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION is moved to Montreal Canada 
June 24-28 2022.  Check the LCICON site for more information. 
This is drivable and should be well attended if we can get control 
of the pandemic!

JDRF WALK at Liberty State Park is cancelled.  Clubs are en-
couraged to conduct local walks.  JDRF Walk at the Laurelwood 
Arboretum in Wayne NJ to support Team Miracle for Matthew 
on Saturday Oct. 16, 2021 starting at 9:00 AM. Additional details 
will follow but please save this date. 

CAMP MARCELLA camping season is cancelled due to the ex-
tremely stringent requirements from the State of New Jersey.  
Please continue to donate and support as despite not having a 
camping season the camp still has bills to pay.

District 16-N Cabinet Meetings are open to all Lions will be 
at the Fiesta on Rt. 17 in Wood Ridge.  Dinner remains at $35.  
Each meeting is themed usually with a guest speaker.  The dates 
are all on Thursdays:

continue next page...
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• Sept. 23, Oct 14, Nov. 11 2021
• Jan 13, March 10, April 14, 2022
State Council Meeting is open to all Lions. Time, place and 

price of lunch will be determined.  The dates are all on Saturday:
• Sept. 25, Nov. 20, 2021
• Jan. 22, March 26 2022.

Lions Day at the United Nations Saturday will be March 12, 
2022.  The cost is about $100 for the ceremonies and the lun-
cheon usually with a UN ambassador at your table.  More infor-
mation will follow.

Lions District 16-N Charitable Foundation Charity Ball and 
Governor’s Testimonial honoring DG Marie Nieto will be at 
The Fiesta on Saturday April 2, 2022.  The cost remains $90 
per person.  Additional information on tickets, ad journal and 
Nifty 50/50 will probably in October/November, once the raffle 
license is renewed.  Please support the Lions District 16-N Chari-
table Foundation by attending this event, purchasing an ad in 
the journal and by purchasing an individual and club Nifty 50/50 
ticket.

Cabinet Treasurer John Pinkus handed out the proposed 
budget for the 2021-2022 Lionistic Year for District 16-N.  This is 
a balanced budget.  The carry over from 2020-2021 is unusually 
high as there were limited activities due to the pandemic and is 
not anticipated as a carry over for next year 2022-2023.

DG Marie asked all attendees to give her their thoughts on 
how to make the meetings more interesting, if there should be 
any changes, and how to attract clubs to attend.  How can we 
motivate each other and our clubs to get involved at the district 
level?

PDG Ruth Molenaar suggested to issue challenges through 
the zone chairs for district attendance and possible awards.

Lion Bill Edge suggested keeping the “Host Club” concept, 
doing a Roll Call at the beginning of each meeting, and rotating 
seating among Lions instead of sitting in their own group.

1VDG Kam Patel suggested to bring potential new members 
to district meetings and possibly issue attendance certificates.

PDG Ruth the editor-in-chief of the Newsletter distributed 
the publication schedule of the MD-16 NJ Lions Newsletter.  She 
stated that the Newsletter belongs to ALL Lions and provides a 
written history of activities of MD-16.  Please send all pertinent 
material to her attention or PCC Jack Romano.

• Holiday Issue due December 22, publish December 29, 
2021

• Mid-Winter/Spring Issue due March 22, publish March 29, 
2022

• State Convention Issue due May 31, publish June 5, 2022
• Camp Marcella/Summer Issue due August 10, publish Au-

gust 23, 2022
All dates are tentative and approximate.

PCC Jack Romano added that many clubs publish their events 
on Face Book.  While this is a good way to notify others of your 

event, if an individual is NOT on that specific Face Book stream 
that individual will have no knowledge of the good things your 
clubs are doing.  So, if you use Face Book, also send to Ruth & 
Jack.

Among our Lions dignitaries offering their closing remarks 
were:

DG Varsha Nail 16-J – Thank you DG Marie and 16-N for invit-
ing me to your Reorg Meeting.  I am honored to be here.  The 
Council of Governors has had weekly talks for our plans and 
goals and look for support from all Lions in MD-16.  Let’s work 
together for the betterment of community and Lionism.

1VDG Kam Patel – Thank you for being here.  This is my first 
tine visiting Camp Marcella.  Let us show enthusiasm and reflec-
tion by supporting DG Marie throughout the year.

2VDG John Carroll – Congratulations to DG Marie.  I am look-
ing forward to working with Marie and Kam.  I am a 50-year Lion 
with the Jersey City/Hudson City Lions Club and privileged to be 
a Lion.  You can count on my support.

Council Chair Armando Guerra – Good Morning Lions.  I am 
honored to be here. I am a first timer at Camp marcella, espe-
cially as this is at least a one-hour ride from my home.  I am 
looking to have a MD-16 (3 sub districts) BBQ here.  Spread 
the word about the camp and its success stories.  Let’s plan 
for success by retaining members, asking clubs to REVAMP 
by expanding membership to churches, politicians, local busi-
nesspersons.  Represent Lions in a positive light.  Lions are the 
“Beacons of Light.”  We are also looking to get into the Guin-
ness Book of Records by stringing eyeglasses together as an 
MD-16 service project.  More information will follow as this is 
in the planning stages.

PID Mel Bray – Lets try to resurrect folded clubs and mem-
bers. Include parents of Leos as potential Lions. ASK!

PID Bob Moore – This is a new beginning for District 16-N We 
need to reassess who we are and who do we serve. As commu-
nities change, we need to ask what are the community needs?  
Reassess within our own organization and let’s have a great year 
ahead.

PDG Rick Chittum - Reading machines are available for 
those who are visually impaired.  Please let him know if you 
need one.

At the conclusion of this reorg meeting and as a gesture of 
good will for this Lionistic Year members of the West New York 
Leones Cubanos de Hudson DG Marie’s home club, presented 
her with a floral bouquet, wishing her well in her Lionistic jour-
ney as District Governor.

Best wishes to the 2021-2022 
Council of Governors as they lead MD-16 

for the 2021-2022 Lionistic Year!



“WE SERVE”VOLUME 2021 PAGE 7

DISTRICT 16-LDISTRICT 16-N

 PID Dr. Bob Moore and PID Mel Bray “Bell Boys”. 2VDG John Carroll .

IPCC Mike Pacala presented PCC Winster Cebal-
los with his 12th Progressive Melvin Jones Fel-
lowship.

Lion SuzAnne Pacala, Lion Lynn Mandon (Standing) and Lions at ReOrg.  Lion Bill Edge.

Head Table- CC Armando Guerra, PID Dr. Bob Moore, PID Mel Bray, District Governor Marie Nieto, 1VDG Kam Patel, Cabinet Treasurer John Pinkus, PCC Jack 
Romano.
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Lions congratulating DG Marie Nieto.

Dr. David Verducci. DG Varsha Naik. PCC Jack Romano and IPCC Mike Pacala.

Beautiful and delicious Cake a gift for DG Marie Nieto from IPDG Nalit Patel.  Lions at the Reorg with DG Marie Nieto.
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TThe Lions International 103rd Convention was to have been held 
in Montreal Canada June 25 through 29, 2021; however due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and the continued closing of the 

Canadian border by the government of Canada, Lions did what they 
know how to do best, i.e., pivot and respond to the challenge facing 
them.  This International Convention was VIRTUAL!

As social animals, Lions do enjoy the company and camaraderie 
of the pride.  Despite not being in person, this convention was well 
run, well managed and had all the attributes of an in-person con-
vention from the comfort of your own home.

Although virtual this felt like a regular convention in so far as the 
seminars and virtual booths sponsored by different departments 
within our Association.  All events were broadcast in person in real 
time and can be accessed on demand.

The convention started with the International Flag Ceremony 
where Lions Staff and volunteers presented the flags of each mem-
ber nation of our Association.,

The Service Projects Showcase from different groups were fea-
tured on the first day of the convention including our own PDG Ed-
die Hui and the Edison Metro Lions Club with Leo clubs from Edison, 
East Brunswick, Highland Lakes and Somerville with their Overseas 
Book Project for Literacy.  This can be found on Program #2 at 19 
minutes 59 seconds into this video.  Once again Edison Metro and 
combined Leo clubs are featured at an International Convention.  
Congratulations to all participants.

At each convention there is the conclusion of the District Gover-
nor Elect Seminar and this was no exception.  Chaired by PDG Antho-
ny Paradiso, the DGEs completed their training requirement at this 
convention. One of the highlights of this seminar was “The Power of 
Service.”   This featured a group of local resident musicians from the 
Ditmas Park area of Brooklyn N.Y., (not far from where I grew up) led 
by local musician and recording artist, saxophonist Roy Nathanson. 

Roy Nathanson is  an American saxophonist, composer, bandlead-
er, actor and teacher. He became the leader and principal composer 
of the Jazz Passengers, a six piece group that he founded with Curtis 
Fowlkes in 1987. They have toured Europe many times and played 
at major festivals in Finland, Germany, Italy, France and Switzerland, 
as well as the J.V.C. Festival in New York, the Du Maurier Festival in 
Canada and toured throughout the United States and Canada. The 
band has recorded eight albums since their debut release.

Mr. Nathanson while quarantined during the pandemic realized 
he could play his sax from his porch/balcony at a social distance and 
started doing this on a daily basis.  Soon he attracted local musicians 
who also began to paly in place.  He performed “Amazing Grace” for 
a total of 81 consecutive days, thus turning a negative into a positive.  
We as Lions do this through our many service projects.  Mr. Nathan-
son also assisted by helping the community where there were no mu-
sic projects or programs fulfilling a community need just as Lions do.

Other seminars in the Virtual Seminar Booths included Pin Trad-
ing, Stamp Club, Promoting Your Club, Social Media including Face 
Book and Tik, Tok, Eye Banking, Leos, Specialty Clubs, Global Mem-
bership Approach (GMA), Lions Quest and LCIF and Campaign 100.

With a virtual convention comes a virtual Parade of Nations.  The 

Parade is always a feature of each International Convention where 
Lions will often march in their National Dress or in parade uniform 
that reflects their District/Multiple District or nationality.  Although 
virtual this International Parade of Nations was no exception.  The 
winning delegations are:

First Place Delegation:  MD-308 Malaysia
Second Place Delegation:  MD 380-394 China
Third Place Delegation:  District 303 China, Hong Kong, Macao

First Place Band: Thompson High School Marching Southern 
Sounds

Second Place Band:  Celebration Band, Ghana
Third Place Band:  Lakhe Naach & Panche Baja, Nepal
The People’s Choice Award:  MD F Colombia

The Virtual Exhibit Hall left little to the imagination with what a 
conventioneer would find at an in-person convention.  Each “ven-
dor” had an on-line presence for assistance and navigation videos. 
This included:

• Host Committee on-line store with pins, masks t-shirts and 
other digital products for purchase

• District and Club Administration
• Finance including resources for members in all Lions recog-

nized languages
• Global Action Team
• Leadership Development (Learn-Lead-Grow concept) for per-

sonal, Lionistic and professional improvement
• Lions Legal, always a popular and active spot!
• Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF)
• Marketing and Public Relations
• Peace Poster

The Convention Keynote Speaker was Malala Yousafzai
As a young girl, Malala defied the Taliban in Pakistan and demand-

ed that girls be allowed to receive an education for the first time. 
After surviving an assassination attempt in 2012, she became the 
youngest recipient to receive the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014. She was 
launched into the international spotlight as a humanitarian, a cham-
pion for leading by example, a voice for the underprivileged, for serv-
ing others, and improving the world through kindness. Her interview 
moderated by Soulaima Gouranimi the co-founder of the Happioh 
inc. a Silicon Valley-based software company exemplified these values

Each International Convention features the Lions Humanitarian 
Award, the highest award for a non-Lion where a non-Lion individual 
or group is recognized for exemplary humanitarian efforts.  As there 
was no conventionard last year for 2019-2020, two Humanitarian 
Awards were presented at this convention.

The 2019-2020 Humanitarian Award was presented to Dr Lee Gil 
Ya for her lifelong dedication to medical practice, education, social 
justice and humanitarian service throughout her country of South Ko-
rea.  Dr. Ya stated, “If you do not know the joy of volunteering, you do 
not know even the half of life.”

LIONS INTERNATIONAL LIONS INTERNATIONAL 
103103RDRD CONVENTION GOES VIRTUAL CONVENTION GOES VIRTUAL

continue next page...
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The 2020-2021 Humanitarian Award was presented to Professor 
YoungSik Choi.  Professor Choi Youngsik of Busan, South Korea has 
dedicated his entire career to education, medical innovation and re-
search, volunteerism and helping others in need.

Professor Youngsik began his medical volunteer work as part 
of a medical team that was dispatched to Bangalore, India in 1996. 
They were later dispatched to the remote Tuguegarao area of the 
Philippines where he and his team have provided free treatment to 
patients in need since 2012. He also conducted research on correla-
tions between the local food of Tuguegarao and thyroid diseases 
after treating many thyroid patients he met in the area during his 
medical service.

Under his leadership, Kosin University Gospel Hospital opened 
its overseas checkup centers in Almaty and Astana, Kazakhstan in 
2015 and 2016 respectively, providing free treatment to residents. 
A group of doctors in Almaty was invited to the Gospel Hospital 
for training and education opportunities so they could continue to 
serve their communities more effective.

Both received a $250K LCIF grant to continue their work.
LCIF Campaign 100 has raised $211,088,884, well on the way of 

achieving the goal of $300 Million.
Entertainment is another feature of a “live” International Con-

vention; this “Virtual” convention was worthy of this task.  Featured 
entertainers throughout all Convention and LCIF events were:

Elina Nicaecheyna an Estonian soprano. She represented Esto-
nia in the Eurovision Song Contest 2018 in Lisbon, Portugal, with the 
song “La forza.”

The electrifying trio of Glen McDaniel, Nick Villalobos and Zack 
Clark together known as Simply Three have been captivating audi-
ences with their high-octane performances combining classical in-
struments of Violin, Cello and Double Bass with modern song ar-
rangements.

Le PeTiT CiRqUe® has performed internationally.  Known for 
their breakneck stunts and spectacular stage performances, this 
awe-inspiring and mystifying production company of young world 
champions/Guinness Book record holding contortionists, acro-
bats, aerialists, martial artists, singers, musicians feature pro-level 
youths ranging in age from 6-15 that are raising the bar in fam-
ily entertainment. Their humanitarian-based shows are designed 
to empower and inspire their audiences, and in this, they have 
been immensely successful, having raised $5 million in the past 
49 months, which finances humanitarian work supporting interna-
tional aid organizations. 

Michael Cavanaugh is an actor, musician and singer most famous 
for playing the piano and lead vocals in the band for the Broadway 
musical Movin’ Out. Cavanaugh was handpicked by Billy Joel for this 
musical and appeared in the show for three years and over 1300 
performances, receiving many accolades. He is the new voice of the 
American Songbook and a charismatic performer. In 2003, for his 
role in Movin’ Out, Cavanaugh received both a Grammy nomination 
and a Tony nomination.

Violinist Tyler Butler Figueroa touched the hearts and inspired 
millions of people around the world, including Simon Cowell, who 
gave him the Golden Buzzer, on Season 14 of “America’s Got Talent.” 
At four years old, Tyler was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leu-
kemia. He underwent three years of chemotherapy and last year 
celebrated four years being cancer free. 

There were no International Executive Elections last year as the 
Singapore 2020 convention was cancelled due to the pandemic.  All 

International Officer terms, except District Governors were extend-
ed by one year until June 30, 2021.  This was NOT the case for the 
2021 Virtual International Convention.  Using software from a Mon-
treal Canada based company, Simply Voting, Lions delegates were 
able to vote electronically for all executive officers and International 
Director Candidates. There were a total of 19,796 registered con-
ventioneers with 8920 registered delegates eligible to vote with 
6804 votes cast. The following are the results:

• International President Lion Douglas X. Alexander
• First International Vice President Lion Brian Sheehan
• Second International Vice President Lion Dr. Patti Hill
• Third International Vice President Fabricio Oliveira wining a 

contested election for this position.
IPIP Choi handed the Official Gavel to our newly installed Inter-

national President Lion Doug Alexander.  IP Doug thanked IPIP Choi 
for his extended work and presented him with a certificate for his 
work as International President especially through a pandemic. Our 
new International President’s sub theme is Service from the Heart. 

International President Alexander’s programs and initiatives will 
focus on four key priorities for Lions International that are critical to 
our mission of service.

1.  Building our capacity to serve
2.  Supporting our global Foundation, LCIF
3.  Putting our hearts into our service
4.  Communicating with our communities and each other

All 6 International Directors from Constitutional Area 1 U.S. Ba-
hamas and affiliates were elected including our MD-16 endorsed ID 
Candidate PCC Jeff Gans.  Congratulations to International Director 
Gans and partner-in-service Ellyn for a successful and productive 
upcoming 2 years on the International Board.

All 6 resolutions on the ballot passed with majority votes and 
will become effective July 1, 2022.

All results are on the LCI web site: www.lionsclubs.org.
Lions reached our LCICon 2021 Million Meal Challenge goal!  Thank 

you to all the Lions and Leos who participated in the LCICon 2021 Mil-
lion Meal Challenge! Because of your service, we have reached — and 
even surpassed — our goal of feeding 1 million people. 

The conclusion of each International Convention features the ad-
ministration of the Oath of District Governor.  IP Alexander adminis-
tered this oath to our Associations over 700 new District Governors 
including District Governor 16-N Marie Nieto, District Governor 16-J 
Varsha Naik, District Governor 16-L Doug Both.  Congratulations 
to our new Council of Governors including Council Chair Armando 
Guerra and State Advisor/Council Secretary PCC Mahesh Chitnis.

Future International Convention sites will be:
• Montreal Quebec Canada June 24-28, 2002
• Boston MA USA July 7-11 2023
• Melbourne Australia June 21-25, 2024
• Mexico City Mexico July 4-8, 2025
• Atlanta GA USA July 3-7 2026
• Washington DC USA July 2-6 2027
• Singapore June 23-27 2028.
Although we could not attend in person the first ever (and hope-

fully last ever) Lions International Convention was a resounding 
success.  Congratulations to all our Association Executive Officers, 
International Directors and District Governors.  Here’s wishing you a 
successful Lionistic 2021-2022.
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Official Notice
2021 International Convention

The following proposed amendments to the International Constitution and By-Laws
will be reported to the delegates for vote at the 2021 International Convention.
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Official Notice
2021 International Convention

The following proposed amendments to the International Constitution and By-Laws
will be reported to the delegates for vote at the 2021 International Convention.
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WEST WINDSOR LIONS CLUB

WWest Windsor Lions Club Picnic 2021 was just outstand-
ing. The weather was super (Hot), but guests and our 

dignitaries were cool. They had lots of fun. Food was appreci-
ated by all attendees. We gave our a few awards to some of 
our lions for their outstanding services to the club. 

Those receiving awards included our township Mayor 
Hemant Marathe. He helped our most senior lions and their 
families with COVID-19 Vaccines. Our Lions club and the STEP 
for a better Works Leo Club were proud to receive Leo Lions 
Serving Together Patch Award  from the Lions International.

  Dignitaries added the charm of Silver Lining the Picnic. 
They included Mayor Marathe, Councilwoman Sonia Gawas, 
PCC Jack Romano, PCC Mahesh  and  Ojas Chitnis, CC Ar-
mando G and his wife, PCC Bob Virgadamo, PDG Linda Banks, 
Nancy J, Earl Groendyke and his wife, Dawn K and IPDG Kevin 
K, 2VDG Evelio and his wife, Paul Cousineau,  Subarna Sahni, 
and many others. 

Thank you from the heart to all the dignitaries for their 
time and fellowship. 
   Lion Kash

LIONS CLUB PICNIC 2021LIONS CLUB PICNIC 2021

PDG Earl Groendyke with 2nd.VDG Kash Delory.

Lion Frank Schoemann. Lion Hemant Marathe.

Lion friend. PCC Jack Romano and PDG Nancy Jakubczyk.

Lions getting Award.
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 Lions.

PDG Linda Banks.
Lions with PDG Dawn and IPDG Kevin Kosobucki also Avi-
nash Delory.

Lions Paul and Elise Cousineau, PDG Dawn and IPDG Kevin Kosobucki and 
PID Mel Bray.

2VDG Kash Delory announcing awards. Lions with 2nd.VDG Kash and Avinash Delory with Lions.

Lions Horleida Guerra and Sonia Salermo.

Lion Subarna Sahni and Lions.

 Lion.Lions.
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TThe Transplant Games of America (TGA) is a multi-sport festival 
event produced by the Transplant Life Foundation for individu-
als who have undergone life-saving transplant surgeries. Com-

petition events are open to living donors, organ transplant recipi-
ents, bone marrow, corneal and tissue transplant recipients.

The 2020/2021 Donate Life Transplant Games will not look the 
same this year due to the COVID-19 virus, but the transplant com-
munity will still be celebrating and honoring donors and working 
towards the mission of saving lives by reducing the number of indi-
viduals waiting for a transplant, including living donors, donor fami-
lies, recipients, transplant professionals and organizations that work 
each day to make organ, eye, and tissue donation a norm for the 
American people.  One of the ways anyone can become an organ 
donor is by listing yourself on your state’s donor registry.

The Donation and Transplant Community is a broad and diverse 
group including organ, eye, tissue and bone marrow recipients, do-
nor families, living donors, future transplant recipients and dialysis 
patients as well as thousands of transplant professionals

For 2021, transplant recipient and donor athletes and families 
will compete individually in the following categories and submit 
their scores and times to achieve a Gold Medal:  5K run, Bowling, 
Golf, Cycling, Swimming, Ballroom Dancing and Texas Hold’em Poker 
tournament.

This year’s Reimagined 2020 Donate Life Transplant Games will 
not include a Gold, Silver, Bronze medaling format. All registered 
competitors who complete their events and submit results will re-
ceive a TGA Gold medal. For the Reimagined 2020/2021 Donate 
Life Transplant Games, registered athletes can compete in as many 
competitions as they would like but can only medal in four competi-
tions total. The 5k is a special event competition and participants 
can medal in addition to the four events described above.

The four-day event Friday July 16 through Monday July 19, 2021 
is being held at the American Dream Mall which will be the 2020-21 
TGA HUB Center.  Events start at 11:00 AM each of the four days 
and includes a Zumba warm-up at 11:00 sharp, followed by fea-
tures including panel discussions from the various event sponsors, 
a video parade of athletes, discussions on the transplantation pro-
cess by medical professionals, remembrances of organ donors and 
their families, competition highlights.  Also displayed were 6 differ-
ent quilts with remembrances of those who have passed away but 
made the decision to give the gift of life to an unknown individual 
or individuals thus turning a tragic event into a positive outcome for 
someone in need.

Local sponsors include RWJ Barnabas Health, Hackensack Mer-
iden Health Eversight. University Hospital Newark, New Bridge Med-
ical Center, The Sharing Network which is the Organ Procurement 
Organization (OPO) and the American Dream Mall.

According to the Transplant Life Foundation, in the United States 
today there are over 113,000 individuals currently waiting for a 
life-saving organ. Additionally, there are over 500,000 patients un-
dergoing regular kidney dialysis that would benefit from an organ 
transplant, and many others facing cornea and tissue needs. The 

Transplant Life Foundation serves as a bridge to information and 
programs that support health initiatives that lead to happier and 
more productive lives.  “We were thrilled to have the opportunity 
to bring our transplant community together in person at American 
Dream to celebrate the gift of life and honor donors while we all 
work together to raise awareness of our mission of saving lives by 
reducing the number of individuals waiting for a transplant,” said 
Bill Ryan, President and CEO of the Transplant Life Foundation. “The 
Transplant Games are the ultimate representation of what we stand 
for: courage, achievement and triumph over adversity.”

According to The Sharing Network:
• One organ and tissue donor can save 8 lives and enhance the 

lives of over 75 others
• Transplantable organs include heart, kidneys, liver, lungs, pan-

creas and intestine
• 110,000 people in the U.S are waiting for a life-saving organ 

transplant. Nearly 4,000 are New Jersey residents.
• It is estimated that between 17 -20 people die waiting for an 

organ transplant each day.
• People of all ages and medical histories can be potential organ 

and tissue donors.
• Your medical care will not be compromised because of your 

decision to donate.
• An open casket funeral is possible for organ and tissue donors. 

Through the entire process, the donor is treated with care and re-
spect.

• There is no cost to be an organ and tissue donor...donation is 
a gift.

• Most religions view donation as the ultimate act of compas-
sion and generosity.

• Many donor families are comforted knowing their loved one’s 
legacy lives on through others.

Register as an organ and tissue donor and help save a life!  Reg-
istration takes less than one minute with 3 easy ways to sign up: 
www.Registerme.org

2020 TRANSPLANT GAMES REIMAGINED2020 TRANSPLANT GAMES REIMAGINED
FOR 2021 AT AMERICAN DREAMFOR 2021 AT AMERICAN DREAM

continue next page...
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1.  IPhone Health App: iPhone users with iOS 10 and above 
can quickly and easily join the National Donate Life Registry 
using the Health app

2. Online at www.Registerme.org

3. Visit your local Motor Vehicle Agency.

Saying "yes" is legal consent to the donation of your or-
gans and tissue for transplantation and therapy. For those 18 
years and older, your decision to donate cannot be revoked 
by anyone but you.

Be the Power of ONE: One organ and tissue donor can 
save 8 lives and restore the health to over 75 others! Register 
as an organ and tissue donor and help save a life!

For more information on The Sharing Network, please 
contact:

The Sharing Network 691 Central Ave., New Providence 

N.J 07974.  Telephone 908-516-5400. Website is:  Home - NJ 
Sharing Network

TRANSPLANT LIFE FOUNDATION
The Transplant Life Foundation, founded in 2011, is the 

nation’s leading advocacy nonprofit for those in the donation 
and transplantation world - transplant recipients, living do-
nors, donor families, individuals on the waiting list, caregiv-
ers, transplant professionals and supporters. 

To learn more about the Transplant Life Foundation please 
contact that organization directly at:  Transplant Life Founda-
tion 1595 Galbraith Ave. SE Grand Rapids MI 49456.  Tele-
phone 616-356-2331.  www.transplantlifefoundation.org.

Eversight proudly partners with N.J. Sharing Network, Li-
ons Clubs, surgeons, businesses and philanthropists through-
out New Jersey to advance our mission.
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GLOUCESTER LIONS CLUB

Dear Saddle River Valley Lions Supporter,

AAs the past year’s pandemic has 
made it necessary for the Lions to 

adjust its fundraising methods, the Sad-
dle River Valley Lions Club is pleased 
to announce its first SUPER SUMMER 
50/50 RAFFLE. The drawing will be held 
on September 27, 2021 with 1st prize 
being 35% of proceeds, 2nd prize is 
10% of proceeds, and 3rd prize is 5% of 
proceeds. Tickets are just $20 each and 
are selling quickly!  Don’t miss out as 
only a maximum of 1,000 tickets will be 
sold!  Purchase yours today by sending 
a copy of this email along with a check 
made out to Saddle River Valley Lions 
Charities, Inc. to 47 Lake Street, Upper Saddle River, NJ  07458.  Your entry ticket will be sent to you via return mail.

Thank you for your continuing support of the Saddle River Valley Lions Club.  Know that your contribution is helping the Lions 
make a real difference in the lives of those in need!

Lion David Verducci

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Donor Name  __________________________________________________________
Street Address _________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip ________________________________________________________
Email / Phone (optional) _________________________________________________
# of raffle tickets __________ x $20 per ticket = $__________ (check enclosed)

By: Min Elders, PRC

OOn Tuesday, July 6, 2021 starting at 6:30, the Gloucester City Lions Club held 
their regular meeting at Vitale’s Restaurant with 20 members present. 

That evening, the Lions had a guest.  His name is Justice Carson and he is from 
Boy Scout Troop 3064 in Haddonfield, New Jersey.  He is in the process of complet-
ing his Eagle Scout requirements.  One of the requirements is the planning and ex-
ecution of a service project that will benefit an organization.  The organization he 
selected is the YMCA of the Pines in Medford, New Jersey.  He will build large wood 
racks out of cedar and pressure treated lumber that can store wood at two Camp 
Ockanickon group tent sites.  The second part of his project requires that he raise 
all the funds needed for materials to complete the plan.  He expects to work on his 
project on Saturday, August 7, 2021.  He is respectfully requesting the members of 
the Gloucester City Lions Club consider donating towards his Eagle Scout project.  
Donations by check should be made payable to Troop 3064. 

Foto: Justice Carson and President Chris Garrity

SADDLE RIVER VALLEY LIONS CLUB
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Dear Zone and Region Chairpersons,

Congratulations on your appointment!
As zone chairperson, you serve as the link between the district and clubs. You are the district cabinet member who is closest to 
the clubs in your district. By understanding the needs of the clubs in your zone, you will help them achieve excellence in leadership 
development, membership growth and meaningful community service.
As you prepare for your role, Lions Clubs International has designed some helpful resources for you to succeed.
Zone Chairperson webpage – This webpage makes it easy to access information that is relevant to zone and region chairpersons.
Zone Chairperson e-Book – This guide will help you through the year as you support your clubs. It provides quick access to resources, 
policies and tools that you’ll need to have a successful year in this important position within the district.
Model District Governor’s Advisory Committee Meetings Guide – As the chairperson of the District Advisory Committee, this guide 
provides model agendas, resources and suggested presentations, as well as tips to increase attendance and participation for effec-
tive and meaningful meetings.
Standard Club Constitution & By-Laws – Provides key club responsibilities, policies, guidelines and other helpful information to guide 
your club.
Standard Club Structure – Help your club officers understand their roles and responsibilities in the new Standard Club Structure. 
The sample structure includes officers, board of directors and standing committees. This provides guidance to the overview of your 
club’s layout.
We also encourage you to visit the Zone Chairperson Workshop webpage, which provides additional resources and training oppor-
tunities as you prepare for your year.
One of the most important responsibilities of a zone chairperson is to encourage and invite the members of your clubs to attend the 
major conventions and learning events to build friendships and knowledge beyond their clubs.
We look forward to supporting you and your club. Please contact us if you have any questions by phone at (630) 468-6776 or email 
at zoneandregion@lionsclubs.org.

Sincerely,
Your District and Club Administration Division Support Team

Where There's a Need, There's a LionWhere There's a Need, There's a Lion
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GLOUCESTER CITY LIONS CLUB

By: Min Elders, PRC

TThere is a restaurant in Gloucester City, New Jersey that 
is quite popular.  Why it is popular is to the benefit of 
the Lions.  The restaurant is Vitale’s Italian Bistro locat-

ed at 842 9th Street, Gloucester City, New Jersey.  First, the 
food that is served is quite tasty and second, the owners of 
the restaurant contributed 10% of the evening’s gross to the 
Gloucester City Lions Club fundraiser on Wednesday evening, 
June 23, 2021.    Mr. Baile, PCC,  was in charge of the event.   

So, along with  all the members of the Gloucester City Lions 
and the restaurant patrons that evening enjoyed a wonderful 
meal and the club received a generous gift from a valuable 
neighborhood restaurant.   Vitale’s gift amounted to $735.00.  
 
The money from this  drive will be used for the local Sight 
Projects of the Club.  The Lions appreciate Vitale’s.  Not only 
is their food excellent but their willingness to support this 
fundraiser show Vitale’s community involvement. 

Lion John Dennery and his wife Dawn. PCC Dayle with Lion Matt Wojtkowiak and his wife Diane.

Dear Lions,

WWaldwick Lions Club is hosting Their Annual Golf event on September 20th 2021.  Please see the details below and 
pass along this information to fellow Lions, friends and fellow golfers, the more the merrier.

Date; Monday September 20th at Bowling Green CC, Oak Ridge NJ
Breakfast and warm up 7:45 - 8:45a.m
Scramble Shotgun  9:00 a.m.
Please send payments and registrations to PO Box 156 in Waldwick or drop at Plaza Jewelers NO LATER THAN SEPTEM-
BER 10th.
Looking forward to seeing all of you on the course.
Any questions or concerns, you can email me at zumb61@msn.com or call me at the store 201-444-8245.
 

Yours in Service
Lion Jack Romano
State Advisor, Multiple District 16, New Jersey, 2018-2021
Past Council Chair, Multiple District 16, New Jersey 2017-2018
Past District Governor, 16-N,  2015-2016

WALDWICK LIONS CLUB

WALDWICK LIONS CLUB ANNUAL GOLF OUTINGWALDWICK LIONS CLUB ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
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Dear Lions Club Officer,

Congratulations on your term as an officer of your Lions club! 
You hold a unique position to empower your club and guide it to success during your term.

To ensure your success, here are some helpful tools and resources as you begin your term.

Tools and Resources

• Webpages and e-Books – Take a minute to visit the webpage designed for your position. Each page provides materials and 
resources as well as e-Books to assist you as you begin to serve in your new role.
• Club President/First Vice President
• Club Secretary
• Club Treasurer
• Standard Club Structure – Help your club officers understand their roles and responsibilities in the new Standard Club 
Structure. The sample structure includes officers, board of directors and standing committees. This provides guidance to the 
overview of your club’s layout.
• Standard Club Constitution & By-Laws – Provides key club responsibilities, policies, guidelines and other helpful information 
to guide your club. This document may be amended and customized to meet your club’s needs.
MyLCI
• Register in MyLCI today! As an officer, you will receive important information like updated billing statements and have access 
to your club’s roster to make updates. It also allows you to keep your meeting information current.
• CONNECT *NEW*– A new virtual meeting feature called Connect that Lions can access using their Lion Account login infor-
mation. The meeting functionality is run by using a third-party software called Big Blue Button.
MyLion

Connect.Serve.Report! Use this site to report club service, plan service projects, connect with other Lions and create personal 
profiles.

Finally, if you are a Facebook user, visit us at Improving Lions Club Quality where you will find helpful information from Lions 
around the world. You can post questions, comments, stories and share new ideas to improve your club’s quality.

We look forward to supporting you and your club. Please contact us if you have any questions by phone at (630) 468-7084 or 
(630) 468-6890 or email us at clubofficers@lionsclubs.org.

    Sincerely,
    Your District and Club Administration Division Support Team
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RIVER EDGE LIONS CLUB

By: Jack Romano

TThe River Edge Car Show was started by PDG Dan Stench-
ever, in 2001 as a small classic car show.  It now draws over 
200 cars (classic, hot rods imports and motorcycles) and 

over 1,500 visitors from all over Bergen County and surround-
ing areas.  The River Edge Lions Club assists with the planning 
and staffing of this annual event.  The show benefits the River 
Edge Cultural Center. The car show took place on Sunday, July 
11, 2021 at River Dell High School, in River Edge N.J. Three was 
a DJ “spinning” (electronically) music from the 1950’s through 
the 1960’s.

The River Edge Cultural Center, a not-for-profit museum/cul-
tural center, was founded in 1995 by a small group of dedicated 
workers (including four Lions). Since then, the Center has pro-
vided River Edge, as well as Bergen County, with 15 to 20 FREE 
programs yearly.

Attending the show for her first event as District Governor 
was DG Marie Nieto and partner-in-service PDG Jose, Second 
Vice District Governor John Carroll and partner-in Service Lion 
Andrea, PDG Ruth Molenaar and PCC Jack Romano.  PDG Jose, 
2VDG John and PCC Jack all happen to be car aficionados, espe-
cially as it related to the vehicles of their youth.

If you wanted to see cars, this was the place to be.  This 
show had everything from Corvettes, Mustangs, 1972 Chevys 
now quite valuable, pickup trucks, and even a rare Acura NSX.  
Older vehicles included Cadillacs, a few 1957 Chey’s, one was 
a Nomad Wagon was completely original and not touched or 
modified/restored in any way rusty bumpers included, a Stude-
baker Lark, and my favorite a 1950 Hudson Hornet! Staying with 
the AMC family was a 1965-67 Marlin and a 1977 Pacer Wagon 
in completely original condition with the original sticker price of 
$6,000.  Modern vehicles included a Subaru WRX, and booths 
sponsored by local Subaru and BMW dealers, with BMW featur-
ing their electric car the I-3.

The River Edge Lions had an informational booth staffed by 
club president Lorraine Blake and partner -in -service Michael.  
As with all clubs River Edge is looking for member in an attempt 
to grow the club so as to have better participation at future car 
shows and other club activities.

Also featured at this show was the 1956 Nash Rambler Met-
ropolitan owned by Lion Peter Dunsay of the River Edge Lions 
Club.  It just happened to be parked next to a 1957 Cadillac 
Brougham and continues to ask the eternal philosophical ques-
tion of that Cadillac, “How do you get this thing out of second 
gear?” (Reference the song “Beep- Beep” by The Playmates), 
with Lion Pete beeping to the music.

This car show had something for every taste, style and size in 
vehicles from the 1950-sand 60’s which proves they don’t make 
then like they use to. 

CARS, CARS AND MORE CARS AT RIVER EDGE CAR SHOWCARS, CARS AND MORE CARS AT RIVER EDGE CAR SHOW
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EDISON METRO LIONS CLUB

TThe Edison Metro Lions Club is known world wide for 
their innovative service projects, dedication to foster-
ing Leos as our future Lions and doing both through 

their inspirational musical performances by Leos and Lions 
alike.  Their anniversary celebrations usually bring together 
all aspects of their clubs’ activities with an anniversary cel-
ebration featuring live performances.  Although unable to 
“go live” this year due to Covid-19, nevertheless, this club 
did not disappoint with their 15thg Anniversary Celebration 
via Zoom!

PDG Eddie Hui the “Grand Master” of the Edison Metro 
Lions and Leo projects welcomed all attendees and intro-
duced all guests for their remarks including ID Jeff Gans, 
State Advisor PCC Mahesh Chitnis, PCC Jack Romano, PCC 
Mary Devon O’Brien, DG Varsha Naik 16-J and PDG Ruth 
Molenaar.

Each guest congratulated the Club and Leos and the per-
formers on their continued work in unique service projects 
such as the International Book Sharing, which was featured 
at the 103rd Virtual International Convention, Beach and En-
vironmental Clean-Up, the always interesting musical perfor-
mances, and so much more.

ID Jeff presented PDG Eddie a congratulatory letter from 
our International President Douglas X. Alexander of New York 
(actually Brooklyn!), stating in part that the Edison Metro and 
associated Leo Clubs emphasize this year’s presidential sub 
theme “Service from the Heart.”

Club President Kenneth Lee welcomed all attendees and 
stated his hopes and aspirations for the club for this Lionistic 
Year.

DG Varsha Naik, 16-J, then installed all club officers for the 
Lionistic year 2021-2022:
• President: Kenneth Lee
• Vice President: Yue (Jim) Lin
• Secretary:  Runqing Ou
• Treasurer: Lynette Hui
• LCIF Chair: Wendy Zheng
• Membership Chair:  Grace Lui
• Marketing/Communications Chair:  Grace Zhang
• Service Chair: June X.  Li
DG Varsha on behalf of the Edison Metro Lions Club award-
ed A Melvin Jones Fellowship to Immediate Past President 
Wendy Zheng.
And then came the musical entertainment!

Lions Leos and guests were treated to various art forms in-
cluding dance solos and groups, vocals, piano violin, clarinet 
solos and duets, a piano /flute duet.  Despite some technical 
sound difficulty, the performances were fun and interesting.

Please visit the YouTube link of the entire music program 
for quality sound and video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=iNprVYW_KzE 

Let’s hope for a live in person 
performances for the 
Edison Metro Lions Club 
16th Anniversary in 2022!

EDISON METRO LIONS CLUB CELEBRATES EDISON METRO LIONS CLUB CELEBRATES 
15 YEARS OF SERVICE AND MUSIC15 YEARS OF SERVICE AND MUSIC
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By Lion Chuck Tkachuk

OOn Saturday evening July 24, 2021, at the Jumping 
Brook Country Club in Neptune N.J., members of the 
Allentown Lions Club, Lions and friends gathered to 

celebrate 16L District Governor Al Mottola for all the accom-
plishments and a successful completion of the 2020-2021 Li-
onistic Year.  DG Al’s’ term as District Governor occurred dur-
ing an unprecedented pandemic and the District Lions under 
his leadership rose to the occasion.

Upholding the Lions motto “We Serve” by helping count-
less people in the communities that they serve and beyond, 
this included raising funds for and delivering food to 2 sepa-
rate food banker that serve southern New Jersey.

DISTRICT 16-L HONORS IMMEDIATE DISTRICT 16-L HONORS IMMEDIATE 
PAST DISTRICT GOVERNOR AL MOTTOLAPAST DISTRICT GOVERNOR AL MOTTOLA

There were many in attendance for the celebration in-
cluding Lions Dignitaries past & present District Governors, 
Cabinet Members, Zone Chairs, Club Presidents, Multiple Dis-
trict State Advisors.  

Many other special guests and supporters of DG Al Motto-
la’s home Club, The Allentown Lions, were also in attendance 
along with their spouses.  Mottola was the 16L Centennial 
District Governor.  Al, Congratulations on a job well done!  

The Allentown Lions would like to also extend a sincere 
“Thank You!”  to all our Sponsors for their generous sup-
port.  Donations raised will go to PDG Mottola targeted 
charities for this event which will help many with local food 
insecurity.
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LIONS EYE BANK

By Eddie Hui

TThe Edison Metro Lions Club has actively served the com-
munity for over twelve years.  Some activities were done 
periodically while others annually.  Teamwork efforts 

have contributed to the success of all the service projects.  
One of the projects is the collection of children’s books in New 
Jersey and shipped them to overseas secondary schools in low-
income areas.  The children over there could not afford to buy 
books.  On the contrary, the Unites States has overabundance 
of books from secondary schools because the new editions 
have constantly replacing the old ones.  

The club started the book project in 2011, and continued an-
nually from 2014.  Due to the pandemic and social distance 
restriction, the project had to stop in 2020.  Hopefully, it will 
be resumed this year.

A Charity Event Acknowledged by Lions Clubs InternationalA Charity Event Acknowledged by Lions Clubs International
The 103rd Lion International Convention became virtual for 
the first time in June of 2021.  A new program was set up.  
LCI requested that Lion clubs around the world submit their 
successful service videos (limited to 10 minutes) to LCICON.  
The selected videos would be shown at the convention under 
“Service Projects Showcase”.  82 service videos from clubs 
around the world were selected.  Among them,19 videos 
were from the United States including the Edison Metro Li-
ons Club of New Jersey. 

The overseas book project video was shown on the virtual 
convention “Service Projects Showcase” for the whole five 
days.   It is an honor for the club to be recognized at the con-
vention.  Thanks to its Lions and Leos for their hard work and 
dedication.

  Overseas Book project for literacy.mp4
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II am pleased to share with our New Jersey 
Advisory Board that Eversight is being rec-
ognized as a Healthcare Hero honoree by 

NJBiz in the Innovation Hero – Organization 
category. Here is a link to the announce-
ment:
https://njbiz.com/2021s-njbiz-healthcare-
heroes/. 

As you can see from the complete list of 
awardees, Eversight is in great company 
with other healthcare leaders throughout 
New Jersey, including our friends from the 
NJ Sharing Network (Education – Organiza-
tion category).

We look forward to sharing additional up-
dates about this recognition, but in the 
meantime, please save-the-date for Tues-
day, August 24 for the virtual awards cer-
emony from 8:30am-9:30am.

Thank you to our committed Advisory Board 
members for helping make this recognition 
possible and a special thank you to Marty 
Schwarz for providing feedback during the 
application process.

Warmest regards,

Jen, Sarina
and the entire 
Eversight Team
 
Jennifer Rosenblatt
Director of 
Philanthropy

RECOGNIZED RECOGNIZED 
AS A HEALTHCARE AS A HEALTHCARE 

HERO BY NJBIZHERO BY NJBIZ

PASSAIC-CLIFTON LIONS CLUB

If you have any questions, 
Please do not hesitate to call me at 201-321-9550 

or e-mail at tsimp07640@gmail.com 
or visit our website at http://passaic-cliftonlions.org
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WWhen the NJ Sharing Network put out a call for volunteers, 
New Jersey Lions answered! The 2021 Transplant Games 

were held across America during July 17 - 20. Like many oth-
er events, this scaled down version was originally planned for 
MetLife Stadium, July 2020. Instead, this event was hosted by 
the new American Dream mall in the Meadowlands. IPCC Mike 
Pacala and Club President SuzAnne are members of the Carl-
stadt-East Rutherford Lions Club where the games were held. 

TEAM UP WITH SHARING NETWORKTEAM UP WITH SHARING NETWORK
AT AMERICAN DREAM MALLAT AMERICAN DREAM MALL

Lion SuzAnne and IPCC Michael Pacala. Sarina Roman from Eversight NJ and Lion SuzAnne Pacala.

They were among several 16N Lions who volunteered over the 
weekend of the event.  

The Lions Clubs of New Jersey have had a long-standing re-
lationship with the Sharing Network through their support and 
partnership with Eversight, the Eyebank of NJ.  Members from 
Eversight were on hand to help spread the message about organ 
donation and transplantation.

Did you know that 115,000 people in the US are awaiting a 
life-saving transplant? New Jersey residents account for 4,000 of 
those in need. 

MD-16

EyeSmart
The most trusted and medically accurate information about eye 
diseases and conditions.

HOW THE PANDEMIC CHANGED CHILDREN’S EYES
Eye doctors are seeing a rise in child vision problems as Americans 
emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic. Help the young people in 
your life get back on track with eye care. https://www.aao.org/eye-health/
tips-prevention/covid19-pandemic-myopia-children-eyes

10 CHILD EYE PROBLEMS PARENTS SHOULD NEVER IGNORE
When should you call the doctor? Find out how to handle the most 
common eye problems in children.

By Lion SuzAnne Pacala
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Service from the heart with

International President,

Douglas X. Alexander

Dear Lion,
A great partner will always bring out the best in you. And for more than 50 years, Lions Clubs International 
Foundation (LCIF) has been empowering Lions to serve at our best. Now, in our final year of Campaign 100, 
we have an incredible opportunity to give back and help ensure that Lions at home, and around the world, 
have the support they need for years to come.

I have personally seen the impact that LCIF makes through my club and in my community. Your donation 
to Campaign 100 is more than a contribution to your foundation—it is a gift from your heart to your com-
munity. It is a promise to continue to fight hunger, prevent diabetes, protect the environment and help the 
people around you live healthy and hope-filled lives. Because that is why we serve. And together with LCIF 
and Campaign 100, we can deliver that promise and a better future for all.

Yours in Service,
Douglas X. Alexander
International President

MD-16
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MMicki Viole, former director of the Concordia Learning Center 
pre-school program, has joined the ranks of St. Joseph’s De-
velopment Department. 

As the Director of Community and Donor Relations, Micki will 
plan, direct and lead the organization’s relationship development 
efforts, setting strategy and executing plans for sustaining and grow-
ing the number of annual donors and the size of individual dona-
tions.  She will serve as a liaison to individual donors, community 
groups and corporate and local government representatives, and 
will lead several new development initiatives for the school.

Micki’s exemplary background in education & fundraising has 
made her the perfect candidate for her new role.  She began her 
teaching career at A. Harry Moore School, Jersey City & later taught 
within the Edison Public School System.

From 1986 until 2002, she served on the Board of Directors of 
United Cerebral Palsy of Hudson County holding positions as a mem-
ber, Vice-president of Fund Raising, & Board President.  In 2002, she 
stepped down from the board to serve as the Director of Children’s 
Programs, which included respite programs, after care programs, & 
the Growing Tree Learning Center.  Throughout her tenure, she also 
worked to establish the organization’s Pediatric Medical Daycare 
Center which continues today.

Her extensive resume also includes board positions for Univer-
sity Academy Charter High School, a prominent Jersey City based 
school affiliated with New Jersey City University.  As Vice-president 
of Fund Raising, a position she enthusiastically embraced, Micki had 
the opportunity hone her special events & development skills. 

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL FOR THE BLINDST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT WELCOMES NEW MEMBERDEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT WELCOMES NEW MEMBER

In her new role at St. Joseph’s, Micki will utilize her background 
& expertise to further benefit the development efforts for St. Jo-
seph’s.  Throughout her years at St. Joseph’s, she was instrumen-
tal in collaborating efforts between the preschool program & the 
St. Joseph’s School for the Blind program.  The exchange between 
children & teachers fostered an environment of mutual respect & 
increased understanding of acceptance & diversity.  “My former po-
sition at St. Joseph’s afforded me the people skills & leadership skills 
that I will bring to my new role in development.  I know the school, 
the students & staff, and most importantly, I believe in the mission.”

Micki can be contacted via email at mviole@schoolfortheblind.
org or phone (201) 876-5432 ext.  1104

NJ DIGITAL LIONS NEWSLETTER 16-MD NJ DIGITAL LIONS NEWSLETTER 16-MD 
SCHEDULE 2020-2021SCHEDULE 2020-2021

PDG Ruth Molenaar – Ruth.molenaar@aol.com    - 201-725-1373
 

 ISSUE                                            SUBMIT BY                                PUBLISH ON 

 #2 HOLIDAY ISSUE                       December 22, 2021 December 29, 2021

 #3 MID-WINTER/SPRING               March 22, 2022 March 29, 2022

 #4 STATE CONVENTION                  May 31, 2022 June 05, 2022
  This issue will include the State Convention
  Atlantic City info, articles and photos

 #5   CAMP MARCELLA/SUMMER     August 10, 2022  August 23, 2022
     This issue will include International Convention 
  Montreal, Quebec July 24-28, 2022

MD-16
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Fellow Lion,  

On Saturday, August 14, an earthquake struck Haiti, just days before a 
tropical storm is projected to pass near the island. The 7.2 magnitude quake 
has left more than 200 people dead, hundreds more injured or missing, and 
major devastation in several cities.  

When a humanitarian crisis of this magnitude strikes, we, as Lions, are 
ready to help. Right beside us is Lions Clubs International Foundation 
(LCIF), our global foundation. 

LCIF quickly responded and approved US$100,000 in Emergency grant 
funding to allow Lions in Haiti to respond to urgent needs of the victims. 
  

You can help. Your generous donation to LCIF’s disaster relief fund will help 
deliver further funds to families impacted by the devastation. 

 

I WANT TO GIVE  
 

 
 

 

  

Thank you for your kindness and for working together with LCIF to rebuild 
lives. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 
LCIF Chairperson 
    

 

I WANT TO GIVE

DISTRICT 16-J

““WWee  SSeerrvvee””  

MMaarrkk  yyoouurr  CCaalleennddaarrss  ffoorr  aa  GGrraanndd  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn..  

PPaasstt  DDiissttrriicctt  GGoovveerrnnoorr  

LLiinnddaa  BBaannkkss  

TTeessttiimmoonniiaall  

AAnndd  

  TTrriicckkyy  TTrraayy 

NNJJ  LLIIOONNSS  CCHHAARRIITTAABBLLEE  FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN  IInncc..  

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  99,,  22002211  

66::0000--1100::0000  PPMM  

$$7755..0000//ppeerrssoonn  

LLaakkee  CChhaatteeaauu  

11000022  UUSS  99  NNoorrtthh  

WWooooddbbrriiddggee,,  NNJJ  0077009955  

773322--663344--22444444  

DISTRICT 16-J
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AAs Middlesex County Parks Office reopened its volunteer 
events in May, Lions and Leos from Edison Metro Lions Club 
eagerly participated in the environmental cleanup at Thomp-

son Park.  In June, they again volunteered to do trail work at David-
son’s Mill Pond Park in North Brunswick. 

This kind of volunteer event is the best training opportunity 
especially for Leos.  First of all, they gain the experience of great 

SUCCESSFUL ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES SUCCESSFUL ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
FROM LIONS AND LEOSFROM LIONS AND LEOS

teamwork from working with many other participants from all 
walks of life such as employees from big corporations, boys/girl’s 
scouts, students from different schools and universities.  Secondly, 
they are having fun working outdoor with their parents, mostly 
Lions.  It is an eye-opening for them that there are so many vol-
unteers working together to improve our community to make it a 
better place to live. 
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Past District Governor Message

WAYNE LIONS CLUB

DISTRICT 16-J

WAYNE LIONS INSTALLATIONWAYNE LIONS INSTALLATION

Lions Carol Federici-3rd VP, Lou Zecca-2nd VP, Judy Gorski-1st VP, 
installed by PDG Lou Corsaro. Incoming President John Taggart.

TThis being my last Newsletter as your district governor of 16J, it has been a fun and interesting journey. But the work isn’t done yet. This is going to 
be a two-fold letter, a combination of what the clubs did during June and a recap of the past year. The Governor’s testimonial was held on June 5 
at the Sayreville Knights of Columbus, (my other charity family), the weather was great, no one left hungry, (we had something for everyone), by 

the way, it was a picnic, the last one as I remember was PDG Bob Brandt, before the redistricting. As you can see below, we honored those that made 
our year a great one. And believe me, we had a great team. LCIF Campaign 100 did very well this past year and the thanks go to YOU and YOUR Clubs. 
We still have a way to go. 

During this pandemic individuals and clubs gave from their hearts. And hopefully those clubs that did special LCIF events will do them again as the 
state reopens, and if they cannot do it, we will find someone who can. Together in unity we can accomplish anything. Our goal in 16J for Campaign 100 
is $277,497 and so far, we are at 72% of our goal. 16J had a banner year, with over $63,000 donated this Lion year, just think if we did not have this 
pandemic. We need to exceed that number next year. 2 It is an honor and pleasure to be serving with such dedicated Lions. If you received a MJ or a 
PMJ or made a large donation, or any donation and wish to be recognized for it, let me know. The reason we do not publish this information is some 
recipients do not know they are getting the recognition. We don’t want to ruin the surprise for them. 

Service reporting has shown a distinct uptick, as GST, PDG Dawn Marie Kosobucki would make calls to clubs to do the reporting, it’s the personal 
touch of dedicated Lions like her that make this happen. I would be remiss if I did not thank my mentor Lions. CC Mike Pacala, PCC Jack Romano, PID 
Bob Moore, IPID Mel Bray, IPDG Linda Banks, PCC Winster Ceballos, PCC Bob Virgadamo, PCC Al Olizi, CT Dianne Andrade, CS Phyllis Johnson, PIP Joe 
Preston, PID Jenny Ware, PID Joe Gaffigan, PID Jerome Thompson, PIP Clem Kusiak, International President Douglas Alexander, Lion Donna Townsend, 
1VP Brian Sheehan, Lion Pablo Romano, PDG Dawn Marie Kosobucki, and all the members and Clubs of 16J and MD 16. We wish DG Varsha and her 
team all the best as we will support her as she supported us. 

I am sure that as things get back to normal, we will see the return on some projects that were put on hold. We will also see the return of large 
recruiting initiatives as these recruiters will come back out. We also look forward to going to Montreal in 2022 as the world opens back up. As is always 
the case, if you or your club needs someone to talk with or help with a problem, our door is always open. I wish all a Happy and Safe Independence 
Day. Thank you all who made 16J shine during this pandemic. It has been an honor and pleasure to serve you, the Lions of 16J.   

God Bless!, IPDG Kevin Kosobucki

Past District Governor Message
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LCIF DISTRICT 16-N COORDINATOR CAMPAIGN 100LCIF DISTRICT 16-N COORDINATOR CAMPAIGN 100
Dear Fellow Lions,

I write to ask for your help in leading us to the next great chapter in the legacy of the Lions Clubs International Foundation. As 
you are aware, LCIF have been advocating for Lions and Lions’ service worldwide through Campaign 100 over the past three 
years. This historic capital campaign will support the efforts of Lions clubs and partners through service projects and grants 
around the world. Our Global Causes are Disaster Relief, Vision, Diabetes, Environment, Childhood Cancer, Youth, and Hunger.

Campaign 100 is more ambitious than anything we have previously undertaken, with a goal of raising US$300 million between 
now and June 30, 2022. This effort will transform our foundation for its next fifty years, through the support we will receive 
from Lions, and the new services we will make possible. Our success will depend on dedicated, visionary leadership through-
out the world  and this is why  I am asking for your help.

I have been appointed to serve as District Coordinator Co-Chair for 16-N for the duration of Campaign 100.

In this role, I will be the liaison with each LCIF Club Coordinator  and the Coordinators in  Multiple District 16  for the remainder 
of the campaign’s duration.

I plan to:

• Work closely with your Multiple District Coordinators, Area A Leaders, and Club Coordinators
• Track Area progress toward benchmarks and goals
• Educate Lions about the impact of LCIF and the campaign
• Ensure implementation of effective fundraising strategies and best practices
• Encourage Lions to support LCIF in all aspects of fundraising, including club and individual donations
• Communicate regularly with our District’s clubs and Club Leadership.

As your LCIF District Coordinator Co-Chair,  I will serve as an ambassador for LCIF for District 16-N during Lions’ most historic 
and ambitious fundraising campaign ever.  Our collective efforts will impact and ensure the success of this campaign.

In this role I want to visit your clubs either individually or in Zone Meetings to speak about the benefits of supporting our 
Foundation, and the many ways you can individually or as a club support LCIF though Campaign 100.

Please look for further informational messages on this subject.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me by return e-mail or at 551-804-1054.

Thanks,

Yours in Service
Lion Jack Romano
Zone 6 Chair
LCIF Co-Chair Campaign 100 District 16-N
State Advisor, Multiple District 16, New Jersey, 2018-2021
Past Council Chair, Multiple District 16, New Jersey 2017-2018
Past District Governor, 16-N, 2015-2016
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This article contains information from the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) the National Cancer Institute, The American Cancer 

Society and the World Health Organization (WHO)
By PCC Jack Romano

“Your child has cancer” are four gut-wrenching words no parent 
ever wants to hear. 

Accordion to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), “about 
10,500 children in the United States under the age of 15 will be 
diagnosed with cancer in 2021. Childhood cancer rates have been 
rising slightly for the past few decades.”

“Because of major treatment advances in recent decades, 84% 
of children with cancer now survive 5 years or more. Overall, this is 
a huge increase since the mid-1970s, when the 5-year survival rate 
was about 58%. Still, survival rates can vary a great deal depending 
on the type of cancer and other factors.” Cancer is the second lead-
ing cause of death in children ages 1 to 14. About 1,190 children 
under the age of 15 are expected to die from cancer in 2021.

In the United States, most children and teens with cancer are 
treated at a center that is a member of the Children’s Oncology Group 
(COG). All of these centers are associated with a university or chil-
dren’s hospital. These centers offer the family the advantage of being 
treated by a team of specialists who know the differences between 
adult and childhood cancers, as well as the unique needs of children 
and teens with cancer and their families. This team usually includes 
pediatric oncologists (childhood cancer doctors), surgeons, radiation 
oncologists, pediatric oncology nurses, physician assistants (PAs), and 
nurse practitioners (NPs), psychologists, social workers, child life spe-
cialists, nutritionists, rehabilitation and physical therapists, and edu-
cators who can support and educate the entire family. 

The Children’s Oncology Group (COG), supported by the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, is the world’s largest organization devoted 
exclusively to childhood and adolescent cancer research. The COG 

unites more than 10,000 experts in childhood cancer at more than 
200 leading children’s hospitals, universities, and cancer centers 
across North America, Australia, New Zealand, and Europe in the 
fight against childhood cancer.

Some affiliated institutions in New Jersey include:
• Hackensack University Medical Center, Hackensack, N.J.
• Morristown Medical Center, Morristown N.J.
• Newark Beth Israel Medical Center, Newark N.J.
• Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey-Robert Wood Johnson 

University Hospital New Brunswick N.J.
• Saint Joseph’s Regional Medical Center, Paterson N.J.
• Saint Peter’s University Hospital, New Brunswick N.J.
Key facts according to the World Health Organization (WHO):
• Each year, approximately 400 000 children and adolescents of 

0-19 years old are diagnosed with cancer. 
• The most common types of childhood cancers include leuke-

mias, brain cancers, lymphomas and solid tumors, such as neuro-
blastoma and Wilms tumors. 

• In high-income countries, where comprehensive services are 
generally accessible, more than 80% of children with cancer are 
cured. In low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), an estimated 
15-45% are cured. 

• Childhood cancer cannot generally be prevented or identified 
through screening.

• Most childhood cancers can be cured with generic medicines 
and other forms of treatment, including surgery and radiotherapy. 
Treatment of childhood cancer can be cost-effective in all income 
settings. 

• Avoidable deaths from childhood cancers in LMICs result from 
lack of diagnosis, misdiagnosis or delayed diagnosis, obstacles to ac-
cessing care, abandonment of treatment, death from toxicity, and 
higher rates of relapse. 

• Childhood cancer data systems are needed to drive continuous 
improvements in the quality of care, and to inform policy decisions.

• The reasons for lower survival rates in LMICs include: delay in 
diagnosis and advanced disease, an inability to obtain an accurate 
diagnosis, inaccessible therapy, abandonment of treatment, death 
from toxicity (side effects), and avoidable relapse. Improving access 
to childhood cancer care, including to essential medicines and tech-
nologies, is highly cost effective, feasible and can improve survival 
in all settings.

What causes cancer in children?
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), cancer occurs 

in people of all ages and can affect any part of the body. It begins with 
genetic change in single cells, that then grow into a mass (or tumor), 
invades other parts of the body and causes harm and death if left 
untreated. Unlike cancer in adults, the vast majority of childhood can-
cers do not have a known cause. Many studies have sought to identify 

SEPTEMBER IS CHILDHOOD SEPTEMBER IS CHILDHOOD 
CANCER AWARENESS MONTHCANCER AWARENESS MONTH

continue next page...
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the causes of childhood cancer, but very few cancers in children are 
caused by environmental exposure or lifestyle factors. 

Some chronic infections, such as HIV, Epstein-Barr virus and 
malaria, are risk factors for childhood cancer. They are particular-
ly relevant in LMICs. Other infections can increase a child’s risk of 
developing cancer as an adult, so it is important to be vaccinated 
(against hepatitis B to help prevent liver cancer and against human 
papillomavirus to help prevent cervical cancer) and to other pursue 
other methods such as early detection and treatment of chronic 
infections that can lead to cancer.  Current data suggest that ap-
proximately 10% of all children with cancer have a predisposition 
because of genetic factors.

Improving outcomes of childhood cancer
Because it is generally not possible to prevent cancer in chil-

dren, the most effective strategy to reduce the burden of cancer 
in children and improve outcomes is to focus on a prompt, correct 
early diagnosis followed by effective, evidence-based therapy with 
tailored supportive care.

When identified early, cancer is more likely to respond to effec-
tive treatment and result in a greater probability of survival, less suf-
fering, and often less expensive and less intensive treatment. Early 
diagnosis consists of 3 components:

• awareness of symptoms by families and primary care providers;
• accurate and timely clinical evaluation, diagnosis, and staging 

(determining the extent to which a cancer has spread); and
• access to prompt treatment.
Early diagnosis is relevant in all settings and improves survival 

for many cancers. Programs to promote early and correct diagno-
sis have been successfully implemented in countries of all income 
levels, often through the collaborative efforts of governments, civil 
society and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs).

Nonprofits/NGOs in New Jersey dedicated to Childhood Cancer:
• Go4thegoal Foundation. Cherry Hill, NJ. 
• Arms Wide Open Childhood Cancer Foundation, Inc. 
• Childhood Leukemia Foundation Inc. 
• Sarah’s Fight for Hope Foundation. 
• Elle Foundation, Inc. 
• Cancer Hope Network, Inc. 
• Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, Inc. 
• FIGHTING CHILDRENS CANCER FOUNDATION INC
• Precious Jules

Treatment
A correct diagnosis is essential to prescribe appropriate therapy 

for the type and extent of the disease. Standard therapies include 
chemotherapy, surgery and/or radiotherapy. Children also need 
special attention to their continued physical and cognitive growth 
and nutritional status, which requires a dedicated, multi-disciplin-
ary team. Cure is possible for more than 80% of children with can-
cer when childhood cancer services are accessible. Pharmacological 
treatment, for example, includes inexpensive generic medications 
included on the WHO List of Essential Medicines for Children (27 
cytotoxic agents, 5 targeted therapies and 4 hormone treatments 
for childhood cancer). Children who complete treatment require 

ongoing care to monitor for cancer recurrence and to manage any 
possible long-term impact of treatment.

Palliative care
Palliative care relieves symptoms caused by cancer and improves 

the quality of life of patients and their families. Not all children with 
cancer can be cured, but relief of suffering is possible for everyone. 
Pediatric palliative care is considered as a core component of com-
prehensive care, starting when the illness is diagnosed and continu-
ing throughout treatment and care, regardless of whether or not a 
child receives treatment with curative intent.

WHO Responds
In 2018, WHO launched, together with partners, the Global Ini-

tiative for Childhood Cancer, to provide leadership and technical as-
sistance to governments to support them in building and sustaining 
high-quality childhood cancer programs. The goal is to achieve at 
least 60% survival for all children with cancer and reduce suffering, 
globally, by 2030. This represents an approximate doubling of the 
current cure rate and will save an additional one million lives over 
the next decade. The objectives of the Initiative are:

• to increase capacity of countries to deliver best practices in 
childhood cancer care; and

• to increase prioritization of childhood cancer at the global, re-
gional and national levels.

WHO and the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) 
collaborate with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and 
other United Nations (UN) organizations and partners, to:

• increase political commitment for childhood cancer diagnosis 
and treatment;

• support governments to develop high-quality cancer centers 
and regional satellites to ensure early and accurate diagnosis and 
effective treatment for children with cancer;

• develop standards and tools to guide the planning and imple-
mentation of interventions for early diagnosis, treatment and pal-
liative and survivorship care, all of which take account of the speci-
ficities of childhood cancer;

• improve access to affordable and essential medicines and 
technologies; and

• support governments to safeguard families of children with can-
cer from financial ruin and social isolation as a result of cancer care.

Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF)
How can Lions help?  As childhood cancer is one of our Lions 

core issues, Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) has taken 
the lead in mitigating this dreadful disease. No child deserves can-
cer. Yet lymphomas, leukemias, and other forms of the disease com-

continue next page...
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es like gasoline, parking, food, medical expenses, etc.
• Make or buy new hats, caps, head scarves or blankets to do-

nate to childhood cancer centers.
• Volunteer at a local childhood cancer organization fundraising 

event
• Organize a community drive to assemble a toy library for the 

enjoyment of patients.
• Participate in a blood donation or bone marrow registry event 

to benefit cancer treatment.
• Organize a fundraiser for a childhood cancer organization, or 

for a local family who has been impacted by childhood cancer.
• Organize a community childhood cancer awareness event 

such as a walk/run event or pamphlet distribution.
• Donate and or volunteer at one of the many NGOs within New 

Jersey dedicated to combating childhood cancer.

Available Grants through LCIF
LCIF offers grants to Lions districts and multiple districts in 

amounts from US$10,000 to US$150,000. The goal of the LCIF 
Childhood Cancer Pilot Grant Program is to improve the quality of 
life for children receiving treatment and their families.  Projects 
must be implemented in coordination or collaboration with exist-
ing government or charitable childhood cancer medical facilities.  
The Childhood Cancer grant program will NOT fund medical care 
directly.  If an applicant wishes to implement a project involving 
medical equipment or infrastructure, they may be able to apply for 
support through the LCIF matching Grant Program. There are also 
District and Club Community Grants available for local district and 
club projects.

Lions serve and with the reopening of society based on reduced 
instances of COVID-19, it is time to act.  Get involved.  Support one 
of the many organizations within MD-16 who support families with 
a child with cancer. A simple act of kindness will go a long way to-
wards making the life of a family with a child who has cancer just a 
bit better by doing our part.
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mon in children are the stark reality for many youth and their fami-
lies. There is both heartache and hope. LCIF statistics state:

• Cancer is a leading cause of death for children and adolescents 
around the world. 

• Approximately 300,000 children aged 0 to 19 years old are di-
agnosed with cancer each year.

• Childhood cancer generally cannot be prevented or screened.
• In 2019, only 20% of countries had early detection guidelines. 

That same year, only 33% had a defined referral system for medical 
resources.

• For CA-1, 1 in 285 children will be diagnosed with cancer be-
fore age 20

• For CA-1 in CY 2020, there were 11,050 new cases with less 
than 1% resulting in death

• There is a 90% cure rate in CA-1
• 57% of worldwide cases go undiagnosed
• Survival rate is approximately 80% in developed countries but 

20% in lesser developed countries.

Your club/district/multiple districts can do any of the following 
recommended activities from LCIF:

• Identify nearby childhood cancer centers and support homes 
to request a wish or needs list.

• Conduct a drive to donate the requested items such as non-
perishable food items, clothes, books, toys, gift cards.

• Prepare healthy meals for families with children undergoing 
treatment. This can be done in collaboration with other community 
members to ensure the family receives food on a regular basis. 

• Collect recyclable materials and donate the profits to a child-
hood cancer organization

• Write cards full of well-wishes and share them with a local 
cancer center

• Donate financial support or gift cards to identified families in 
need or a nearby childhood cancer center. This could cover expens-
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THE LATEST NEWS AND INFORMATION FOR THE DES MOINES 2021 THE LATEST NEWS AND INFORMATION FOR THE DES MOINES 2021 
USA/CANADA LIONS LEADERSHIP FORUMUSA/CANADA LIONS LEADERSHIP FORUM

DISTRICT 16-LUSA/CANADA LIONS CLUB

A Message from Our General Chair
  
With the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum a couple short weeks 
away, we wanted to make sure you had the latest COVID-related in-
formation, address a question that has come up frequently about 
why the Forum will not be having a virtual component, and share the 
best alternative we have this year.

A lesson that I've learned many times over this year, is that when 
you're in a position of leadership, you can't please everyone all the 
time. And trust me, that's a tough lesson for a serial people-pleaser! 
But I can say that our team of volunteer Lions continues to do the best 
we can with the information we have at the time it’s needed to make 
decisions, and we haven't taken any of these considerations lightly.

We look forward to seeing many of you in Des Moines for #LionsFo-
rum2021. However, we hope that if you aren't able, or don't feel com-
fortable/safe in gathering this year, that you'll mark your calendars for 
Sept. 15-17, 2022 to join us for an amazing Forum in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada!

 In leadership, friendship, and service,
              Wendy Cain

COVID-19 CURRENT PROTOCOLS AND PCR TESTING
The Forum will follow applicable public safety guidelines for the Iowa Events Center. These have not 
changed since our last newsletter, but we monitor closely as they may be subject to change prior to the 
Forum. Currently: Per the CDC and Polk County (Iowa), face coverings should be worn indoors regardless 
of vaccination status to help prevent the spread of the virus and protect others.
The Forum strongly encourages all attendees to wear face coverings and practice social distancing 
where practical during Forum events. We also wish to embrace "kindness matters" and respect fellow 
Lions' personal comfort and precautions of wearing face coverings and social distancing.

A COVID TEST IS NOT REQUIRED TO ATTEND THE FORUM OR ENTER THE FACILITY
To facilitate COVID testing that may be required for participants leaving Des Moines, the Forum has 
contracted with Exemplar Care to provide onsite COVID tests (with results guaranteed within 24 hours) 
onsite at the Iowa Events Center (Room 333) on Friday, Sept. 10 from 12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Scheduling 
and payment for the test are the responsibility of attendees.
Register here to schedule a COVID-19 test appointment (answers to Frequently Asked Questions can 
also be found here)
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EEven during this pandemic 16J Rocked, we nailed it. And it’s be-
cause of the clubs and members like you. Look around, YOU are 
the cream of the crop. (For those who could not be here due to 

health, commitments, or simply chose not to attend, you missed a great 
picnic) I want to spotlight 3 clubs, our new club this year, Central Jersey 
Professionals and Entrepreneurs, their charter night is next week, dur-
ing a pandemic. The Rising Lions Club branch, Warren, something I have 
been professing all year, a club branch of Leo lions, and/or young Lions. 
Every club should have one today. And NJ Peruvian, a club started last 
year and celebrating the first anniversary here, not only did they make 
the first year, but they also doubled in size AND as some clubs slowed 
their service projects, they started new ones. 

Being a District Governor during this pandemic has been trying, we 
were lucky to have had our training in St Charles in Feb of 2020, it was 
for all intent and purposes, the last in person thing we did. As you have 
seen in our newsletters, I keep in touch with our group of 25 from all 
over the world. We missed out on a great trip to Singapore for the 2020 
international convention, the USA/Canada Leadership Forum, in Lou-
isville, KY, this years’ convention in Montreal. It just meant we had to 
adapt, and we did, we learned to use ZOOM, we learned how to hybrid 
our meetings, and in doing so, we had clubs come out to meetings we 
very seldom see, thank you to those clubs. Your Lions Rock! We held our 
leadership training via zoom, and we in doing so, we held a second one, 
a midyear session. 

Another feather on our cap is that the mid-year session was attend-
ed by Lions from different parts of the world, 16J became international 
Mentors of leaders. 

Another positive to ZOOM meetings was that we had internation-
al guests at some of our meetings. When we were out at St Charles, I 
asked 1IVP Douglas when was he coming to NJ, his response was I was 
never invited, I told him he will get an invite, and he came online to our 
district meeting. Then we asked IPIP Gudrun to attend a district meeting 
and she happy to attend. We had PID Jenny Ware was there for us on 
numerous occasions. Who by the way our District Governor Group 18 
Leader. Our goals for 2020-2021: * We had hoped to be plus 35 mem-
bers, today we are -5, We started the year off losing 18 from a campus 
club, Good reason for club branches, considering they started in a club 
branch. We did lose 1 Club, Mountainside, 3 good Lions, we wish them 
well. I have always said, there are only 2 reasons to lose a Lion, one is 
that they move, and hopefully join another club, two is death, of which 
we have lost 22, 5 from my own club. *1 New club, we did it, Central 
Jersey Entrepreneurs *Training – as you heard before, we had 2 sets of 
training *Hunger – we had planned to expand on the WE CAN project, 
but I was accused of stealing a project, so neither the district nor the 

 DISTRICT 16-J GOVERNOR TESTIMONIAL DISTRICT 16-J GOVERNOR TESTIMONIAL

club did it, who was the loser here? But we did team up with DG Nalit 
from 16N and held food distributions projects here. Thank you DG Nalit 
for your help. 1DGE Kash and his club did a RISE against hunger project, 
20,000 meals were prepared. Thank you. 

And I know a lot of other clubs supporting their local food banks, 
thank you all for helping out. And the need continues. So, did we achieve 
our goal, YES but not the way it was written. *District unification – yes 
and no, We still have a long way to go. So overall, for all of our trials and 
tribulations, I believe we had a good year. We have 1439 members in 58 
clubs. Not bad for the district that was considered the BLACK HOLE dur-
ing the redistricting. We have the potential of 25% of our clubs earning 
the club excellence award. We will reach out to them to get this done. 

We brought back the newsletter, kept hearing good things about 
it, and it went out internationally. This was another way to unify the 
district and inform every one of the work being done by clubs and mem-
bers. I left my second hat, LCIF till last. This is a banner year for LCIF 
in 16J. I kept saying it takes 2 other districts to beat us, and the new 
numbers this morning reenforce this. As of this morning we are over 
$58,000 for the year. That puts us on track to be over 35% over last year 
and well on track to hit our Campaign 100 goals. But do not sit back 4 
yet, we still have a long way to go. We have 5 model clubs, that includes, 
2 model clubs, 2 Visionary Model and 1 - 200% model club. I am going to 
get yelled at for this, but if you have $50, $100 or $200 tonight, we have 
Lion share pins here. If you would like to leave a lasting imprint; we have 
a legacy program in which you can leave LCIF something when you leave 
this earth. Before we get into the awards part of this evening, remem-
ber, I am a firm believer in the ASK ONE program, slow steady growth 
will make this all work. And the same with LCIF, We thank you for those 
I consider the heavy hitters, the large donators, but I am a firm believer 
in the Jerry Lewis way of thinking, ONE DOLLAR MORE. Those dollars 
are the ones that add up. Hopefully, we will get back to some sense of 
normality, thank you all for your help and support, thank you for coming 
out tonight, without YOU this would not have worked. THANK YOU ALL.

PCC Winster Ceballos, PCC Bob Virgadamo, PCC Al Olizi, PID Dr. Bob Moore and PID Mel Bray and IPDG Kevin Kosobucki.
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FREE HEALTH FAIR
Sponsored by

 The West Mlford Lions Club and
 The West Milford Health Department

Chuck Enering Memorial Health,
Wellness & Community Fair

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2021 • 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM

West Milford Rec Center
Parking Lot

Rain Date: Saturday, September 18

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact the West Milford Lions Club at wmlions@yahoo.com or by using our Facebook page
There will be free health screenings; Information booths; and numerous helpful resources

MD-16

WEST MILFORD LIONS CLUB

FUTURE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION SCHEDULEFUTURE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION SCHEDULE
“Where is the international Convention in???? 

Here are the next seven years. They are subject to change due to various conditions, but 
for general planning purposes these are the official locations and dates as of now.

No. 104 2022 Montreal, Canada July 24-28
No. 105 2023 Boston, Massachusetts July 7-11
No. 106 2024 Melbourne Australia Jun 21-25
No. 107 2025 Mexico City, Mexico July 4-8
No. 108 2026 Atlanta, Georgia July 3-7
No. 109 2027 Washington, DC July 2-6
No. 110 2028 Singpore, Malaysia Jun 23-27

        Thanks for a very good year
        PID Mel Bray

COVID VACCINES ( MODERNA AND J&J) WILL BE AVAILABLE AS WELL AS FLU SHOTS
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1 Call to Order was conducted by 1st VDG Lion Kashmiri Delory.

2 Pledge of Allegiance was led by GST-D Lion Prashant Karnik

3 America the Beautiful song was started by GMT-D Peter L. Twill

4 The Invocation was said by DS Lion John JD Schweska

5 Lion Toast was said by GLT-D Lion Rogel Bautista

6 Recognition of Dignitaries and VDG Remarks were conducted 
by 1st VDG Lion Kashmiri Delory

7 VDG Remarks and Introduction of ID Jeff Gans was offered by 
2nd VDG Evelio Salermo.

8 Keynote Speech and Installation of Cabinet Members was con-
ducted by ID Lion Jeff Gans; Lion Jeff Gans emphasized during 
the Installation and afterwards, to all the members present, the 
importance of accepting the fullness of Lion responsibility to 
serve and represent the very best of all the Lion Club values and 
mission-as well as the need to be strong and eager advocates of 
new membership and growth of Lion Clubs in the District.

9 ID Lion Jeff Gans formally installed 1VDG: Kash Delory; 2VDG: 
Evilio Salermo; CS: John JD Delory; 2VDG: Evilio Salermo; CS: 
John JD Schweska; CT: Honglan Zheng; Region South Chair: Anu 
Chitnis; Region East Chair: Hansa Mehta; Region West Chair: 
Joyce Metha; Region North Chair: Ivy Bautista (not present); 
Zone Chairs: Rahul More; Jyoti Sahni; Frederick J. Cuozzo; Radha 
Malick (Not present); Patricia Nielson; Ezzio Bustamante (Not 
present); Mark Ramos (not present); Alvin Comanda; Tes -Abes 
Olitan (Not resent); Prashant Karnik; John Bernal. DG Varsha 
Naik presented pins of Office to each of the above installed Li-
ons who were present. 

10 IPDG Governor Lion Kevin Kosobucki reviewed his immedi-
ate past year as District Governor, and under his leadership, the 
many successes during a very challenging year with Covid re-
strictions; his team of leadership, innovative Clubs and creative 
Lions in the District managed to overcome the barriers in order 
to reach out to those in need and serve in the community. Fi-
nancial successes were had in LCIF, Campaign 100 and several 
clubs achieving status as Model Clubs. A much needed “Fork 
Lift” for NJ Eyeglass Recycling Center was obtained. 

11 IPDG Lion Kevin Kosobucki handed over the District Lion Bell 
and the Gavel to District Governor Lion Varsha Naik who rang 
the Bell for the first time as the new District Governor for the 
2021-22 year. 

12 CT Lion Honglan Zheng gave the budget for the new Lion year 
in detail; the full report will be emailed separately to all. 

13 District Governor Lion Varsha Naik presented her Vision for 
2021-22; the Full Report and List of 16 J Leadership Assignments 

DISTRICT 16-J REORGANIZATION MEETING/PICNICDISTRICT 16-J REORGANIZATION MEETING/PICNIC
JULY 31, 2021 | NOMAHEGAN PARK, CRANFORD, NJJULY 31, 2021 | NOMAHEGAN PARK, CRANFORD, NJ

will be available and emailed to each Lion. The entire list of the 
Cabinet members and all District Assignments was read aloud. 
DG Lion Varsha set a tone of upbeat enthusiasm, increasing joy 
in service and creative projects for the communities in need, a 
spirit of unifying teamwork, togetherness, fostering member-
ship increase, and opportunities for leadership in Lionism for all. 
DG Lion Varsha Naik’s theme and motto summarizes her Vision: 
“Together We Can”! 

14 CS Lion John JD Schweska gave a Vote of Thanks to all Digni-
taries present and all members at the meeting, and in special 
way to 2VDG Evelio Salermo and PDG Armando Guerra for the 
enormously hard work, efforts and generosity in cooking and 
preparing the large and varied foods for the Reorganization bar-
beque and picnic. DG Varsha Nail’s daughter Leo Lion Saloni was 
also thanked for her hospitality to all and her cooking skills at 
the grill. Lion John then offered a short prayer of Benediction to 
conclude the meeting.

15 12:45 PM Picnic lunch successfully followed.

16 1:45 PM PDG and State Advisor Lion Mahesh Chitnis pre-
sented a mini workshop summarizing the “GMA” Global Mem-
bership Approach. Newly installed Cabinet Members and GMA 
leaders attended.

Submitted by CS John JD Schweska – August 1, 2021

State Advisor PCC Mahesh Chitnes, District Treasurer Honoglan 
Zheng, DG Varsha Naik , ID Jeff Gans.
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District 16-J Region and Zone Chairs.

District Governor Lion Varsha Naik.IPDG Kevin Kosobucki, 1VDG Kash Delory and DG Varsha Naik.
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Dear fellow Lions of District 16-L,

Thank you for all you do for Lions and the people we serve. I also would like to welcome you 
all to the 2021-2022 Lion year and a renewal of our efforts as we put the challenges of last 
year behind us. I will be sending a short informational letter out in this format throughout 
the year.

This year I have a District goal to support Childhood Cancer, one of the five Lions Interna-
tional Global Service Efforts. September is Childhood Cancer Awareness month, and this 
will be the focus of first meeting. Here is why this is important to me 1 out of 285 children 
in the US will be diagnosed with cancer before age 20, put another way some 15,780 kids 

each year are diagnosed with cancer. More than 300,000 worldwide are affected annually. Childhood cancer is the number 1 
cause of death by disease in the USA! I am in my 40th year of pharmaceutical R&D developing lifesaving drugs and I am keenly 
aware of the advances and setbacks of addressing cancer treatments. I have met and participated in events with many cancer 
patients telling their journey from diagnosis to treatment and recovery. Childhood cancer not only effects the patient but also 
the family.

I am asking all clubs in the district to participate in a District wide fundraiser for Childhood Cancer. You pick the time/event or 
simply dedicate one of your fundraisers to fund childhood cancer! Send the money raised (in whole or in part what you raised) 
to the District Treasurer Tina Sung. Tina will segregate and track all monies for this cause. Near the end of the year all clubs 
donating will vote to what worthy entity will receive the money. Please start thinking about how you and or your club will sup-
port this. Seems like it’s possible that as a District we could pull together $50,000 towards this effort. Wouldn’t that be great? 
Keep in mind that you will need to complete your fundraising by March 2022, so we have time to present the organization our 
gift in April 2022. More details will follow but please start planning how you will participate.

Mark your calendars for the other District meetings at Ramblewood Country Club:
• Monday October 25, 2021 7:00pm
• Saturday January 29, 2022 9:00am
• Monday April 25, 2022 7:00pm

Please report your Clubs Service in My Lion. If you need help 
reporting service in My Lion we are here to help. Another 
important aspect is reporting our service, fundraising and 
number of people served. That need to be done monthly in 
My Lion by the designated club officer. Remember the saying 
“If you don’t report it, it did not happen” so get the recogni-
tion for your good work!

Thanks again and see you soon
DG Doug Both

Email: bothdoug@outlook.com
Cell phone: 609-915-6932
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By Eddie Hui, PDG

SSince 2013, the Edison 
Metro Lions Club has 
held orientations an-

nually for our new Leos.  
Last year, it was conducted 
online because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.  Due to 
the spread of Delta variant, 
we continued the Leo Ori-
entation in Zoom on July 25, 
2021.  It was well attended 
by 40 participants of Lion 
dignitaries, Lions, and Leos. 

Our Lions club spon-
sors four Leo clubs where 
members are from different 
schools. The only time they 
can meet one another is 
through community service 
activities.  At the orientation, 
they have the opportunity 

to meet other Leos and to 
learn from their experienc-
es.  They can also listen to 
the great advices from sev-
eral inspirational speakers.  
This year, four guest speak-
ers SA Mahesh Chitnis, Leo-
Lion Ojas Chitnis, PSA John 
Romano and DG Varsha Nail 
were invited to the meeting.  
In their speeches, they wel-
comed our four new Leos, 
Caden Leung, Isaac Leung, 
Michelle Sun and Anna 
Zheng.  They mentioned the 

importance for Leos to build 
their own characters and the 
opportunities to learn about 
time/project/team manage-
ment skills.  Ojas Chitnis pre-
sented the Lion/Leo found-
ing history, the structure of 
LCI, and his Leo experiences.

The agenda also includes 
installation of officers, initia-
tion of new Leo members by 
DG Varsha Naik, club presi-
dent Kenneth Lee’s remark, 
remarks from four Leo club 
presidents and advisors.  The 

event ended with a success-
ful story presented by formal 
Leo President Kathy Zhao 
who started the first book 
project in 2011 for school 
children in Tanzania, East 
Africa.  She encouraged Leos 
with innovative ideas to find 
new ways to help the com-
munities.

The orientation event 
was successful in a sense 
that all Lions and Leos bene-
fited from all the motivation-
al remarks and speeches. 

2021 LEO ORIENTATION IN ZOOM2021 LEO ORIENTATION IN ZOOM
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CHESTER LIONS CLUB

Order it Curbside.
 
Due to the uncertainty of COVID-19, and in the interest of the health and safety of our 
community, the Chester Lions Club has made the decision to host a Curbside Oktober-
fest instead of our traditional annual Oktoberfest Weekend. Our Oktoberfest menu has 
been made available to you for pre-order.
 
    Place your order today!
 
Pickup will be available on Sept. 25 and 26 between the hours of 12:00pm and 6:00pm 
in Chester, NJ. After you place your order and pick a time slot, pickup instructions (in-
cluding directions) will be sent via email.
 
Please place your order by Sept. 15th.
 
Thank you for supporting the Chester Lions Club. PROST!

Our 50/50 is BACK for 2021! 
Grab your ticket for a chance to win up to 
$5000. Tickets are being sold in front of 
the Chester Meat Market on most week-
ends, or you can inquire below. 

   Learn More 

Give Blood. Save a Life.
 
To schedule an appointment visit:
Click the button and use the Sponsor 
Code: 71046
Or text Barb: 732-616-8146

   Register Here

WWe hope you will join us this Friday (9/3) @ 9am CDT for 
the next Foundation Friday webinar. VP Dr. Patti Hill along 
with PDG Mahmoud Elmagrahdy, LCIF Division Manager 

KaSondra Byrd, and LCIF Regional Program Specialists Karen Kilberg 
and Danielle Hormillosa will present on LCIF grants, tips to apply, 
and project stories.

See below for link and description. Please share with your Club 
Leaders and all Lions in your area! If you or anyone is unable to 
join live, everyone who registers will receive a copy of the recording 
within 24 hours.

We also have exciting news! Translation services through Word-

 C100 LCIF LEADERS! C100 LCIF LEADERS!
ly will now be available for all future Foundation Fridays webinars 
starting in September. This will support all LCI official languages as 
well as a few more—please email me directly if you’d like this infor-
mation in another language to share with Lions in your area who 
are not English speakers or would prefer another language. Just let 
me know which language and I’ll share with you to share with them.
-------
Foundation Fridays | LCIF Grants: Tips You Need, Projects to Inspire
Friday, September 3 @ 9am CDT
 
REGISTER NOW!
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Join the Belvidere Lions Club on October 9, 2021 at Harkers Hollow Golf Club 960 Uniontown Road Phillipsburg, NJ for a charity golf out-
ing. Prizes, food and much more!  To register go to Https://belvidere-lions-club-charity-golf-outing.perfectgolfevent.com.  Sign up to be a 
sponsor and support many worthwhile community groups.  For more information visit our FB page or contact Mike Moyer at 908-451-6778.  
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AAny Lion in any district may submit photographs with captions/articles by email to the ‘Contributing Editor’ in their 
respective district. Please include your contact information. Text can be formatted in MS Word or PDF, or in an 

email. Photographs must be taken in digital format, either with a standalone digital camera or a smartphone.

The Contributing Editors are as follows:
District 16-N: Lion Ruth Molenaar, IPDG - Jersey City/Hudson City Lions Club; Email: Ruth.molenaar@aol.com
District 16-J: John JD Schweska , Summit Lions Club - jschweska24@gmail.com
District 16-L: Lion Terry Rosiak, West Berlin Lions Club; Terryrosiak@hotmail.com
District 16-N: Lion Dennis Brubaker, PDG - Photographer - Wood Ridge Lions Club
Contributing Writer Editor: PCC/SA Jack Romano – mrzip6104@yahoo.com
Graphic Design - Yuly Romero

The contributing editors will review submissions and select corresponding pictures for publishing. Articles and photo-
graphs will be forwarded by the contributing editors to the Editor Lion Ruth Molenaar, Chairperson of NJ Lions Digital 
Newspaper Committee, who will review, edit and format the articles and photos as needed for the newsletter.


